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THE 


PREFACE 


To the 


READER: 


Mongſt ſo many 
A Books wherewith 
| the World #s fil - 
icd, it may Jefily 
be expected that 
non? ſhould ooirucde moreupor 
it, wii,out giving 4 fair a cs 
conrt thereof , unleſs they 
have attgined to that repute « 
for Fi; Come which Jub had, 
A 2 Chap. 


The Preface 
Chap. 29. 21. &*c, that'men 


givecar, and wait, and keep 


{ilence at their counlel, waits 
jag for it asfor the rain, and 
opening their mouth wide as 
forthe latter rain: ſuch need 
n0 Apology to beſpeaka recepe 
tion of their Lavors; but it, 
is far from me to reckon my 
ſelf of that number, hauc e» 
quidem tall me dignor hono- 
Te: yet I must confeſs it is 
#08 much that I have to ſay 
in my own defence. The per- 
ſwaſion of Friends, from an 
opinion of the uſefulneſſe of 
ſuch Books as Men publiſh, is 

uch a common Apology, that 
the world prows weary of it, 
If Tfhould ſay that \{cribunt 
indofti doctique wes ar old 
obſervation , ſothat it is no 


mew thing for Men of ſmall. 


Learning to write Books 5 it 
might well be retovted . that 
the World hath ſuffered fo 


much 


| 
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To the R-ader,. 

much by ſuch Mong 4 rtf nog 
bat it is pitly thy ſDian'ld |, 
fer any more by *hic1# 
will be but a poor i (ed. $7 
that I bave w-ition ' but {i5: 
and ſo ſhall put mc 56 66: 
pence of , v*ig. litiy 5. 
money for ihe FEARS). 
if the little wh... 
written —_y not prov. 
of ſume advaniage 1s 
World : kut bi, thr. , 
bleijing of G &d , 1 42 | 
without H»9 es 0f. If axe js = 
ner might be; reby b2 e.nv.rict 
from the error 6f NS way. i 
ſhould acconnt it an hap; D x 
fruit, and avund41ni reco; 
pence of my well-intend: 4 c1;- 
deavors : but if the AV 
dient may not be bevepy ;. 
ed tothe wiſdom of 1h* 
get I hape the:chiliren of wk 
dom will bereby be efta' ion 
and encouraged to b:{4 2 
their integrity, and o- -* 

A- 3; m2 [() eh. 
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Chap. 29. 21. &c. that'men 
givecar, and wait, and keep 
{lilence at their counle],wait- 
jag for it asfor the rain, and 
opening their mouth wide as - 
forthe latter rain: ſuch need 
n0 Apology tobeſpeaka recep 
tion of their Lavors; but it\ 
is far from me to reckon my 
ſelf of that number, haug es» 
quidem tall me dignor hono- 
re: yet I muit confeſs it is 
#0t much that I have to ſay 
in my own defence. The pers 
ſwaſion of Friends, from an 
opinion of the uſefulneſſe of 
ſuch Books as Men publiſh, is 
ſuch a common Apology, that 
the world prows weary of it. 
Tf IT fhould ſay that {cribunt 
indofti doctique wes ar old 
obſervation , ſotbat it is no 
new thing for Men of ſmall. 
Learning to write Books 5 it 
might well be retorted . that 
the World hath ſuffered fo 


mrc 


To the R 2a der,. 
much b; ſuc h dens 4 riff 755 
2bat it 4s pitt; thy fſbn'a |, 
fer any more by 3hcit., ai 
will be but a Pour Plea "8 y 
that I bate woition but it: 
ana ſo ſhall put mtr io 1H 
pence of urig iitiy, tw 
money for i - FE 
if the little a 4 
written may not _ Ou 
of ſome advaniage 1 
World : kunt this, thr. | 
blejjang of G &d4 , 1 di 
without hopes of If 60 j. n 
ner might hi, reby 62 env. ric 
from the error 6; Dif way, i 


ſhould acconnt it an bauyys 
fruit, and avunidant recom; - 


pence of my well-intend:d 1; 
deavors : but if th? di 
dient may not be bevepy ;. 
ed tothe wiſdom of 1ho ; 


get I hape thechiliven of 4 NN 


dom will hereby be eſto! 91; 
and encouraged to b:11 ©; 
their integrity, and 9- 
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The Preface 
miſled with that , wherewith 
they may put to ſilence the 
zgnoranceof fooliſh men. If 
the Ethiopians paint Angels 
black, and Devils white, be- 
cauſe they are black them- 
ſelves, and Pride themſelves 
in it as their beauty , this 
makes. not ws to diſlike our 
own: complexion 5 neither 
can they perſwade us to waſh 
our ſelves with Ink, , that we 
may be like them. 1f there- 
fore ſome men glory in their 
ſhame, and account it their 
honour to be like the Devil, 
or hate holineſs, wherein men 
dn moſt reſemble God, and 
bear his Image, as it is ſaid 
of theBiiilisk , that its enmi- 
#y againit Man is ſuch, that 
#: nill fly with rage upon the 
PiGure of a mans let not 
this be a temptation to m2 to 
learn their waizes 5 ler them 
TELUIG TO US, ict us not re» 
: eurn 


To the Reader. 

turn to them , Jer. 15: 19. 
If our adverſary ſhould write 
a Boo; againſt us, (that T 
may allude t0 the words of 
Joby chap. $1. 35, &Cc.) if 
zt be of ſcorns and reproaches, 
let us bind it to #8 as a 
Crown , and ſay as David, 
2 Sam. 6. 21. I will yet ve 
more vile, if z9 obey God, 
and be like to him, be to be 
vile « but if be will encoun- 
ter #8 in good earneſt , with 
ſerious arguments , let us go 
near to him as a Prince, and 
not fear , having all therez- 
ſons that can be drawn from 
the authority of our Sove- 
raign Lord and Law-giver, 
from our own intereſt, fron 
equity , ingenuity and grati» 
tude, on onr ſide. 

1fhall not be very ſollici> 
tous or induſtrious to decline 
or anticipate the Cenſares of 


_ others 5 I know it 3s ordina- 


rily 


The Preface 
rily ſuppoſed , that men of 


0 name , that have not that 
real worth which may #ake 
others take notice of ihem, 
bave that petty deſign in pub- 
liſhing ſuch things as are more 
admired by themſelves than 
by any body elſe, to get them- 
ſelves a Name, andio make 
themſelves and their own ſup- 
poſed worth known to the 
World, Let men think of 
me as they pleaſe; T hope 
there 3# none ſhall think more 
meanly of me, than 1 do of 
myſelf 5 and -I am ſuch an 
impartial judge of my own 
Labors,that T amſo far from 
projeding thereby for any 
efteem or credit in the World, 
that I ſhould rather, if that 
were my aimand deſign, have 
beld my peace , which 3s the- 
way for a fool tobe counted 
wiſe, Prov. 17. 28. 

One thing I would adver- 


tife 


To the Reader, 


tife the Reader of, that this 

Treatiſe was written in ano- 

ther Nation, after ſome years 

obſervations of the lives and 

manners of ſuch as in other 

parts of the World profeſs 

Chriſtianity, both Papiſts and 

Proteſtants, the manner of 

whoſe converſation Iwas then 

better acquainted with,than of 

thoſe of our own Nation: 

which it hope may ſuffice to free 
me. from all ſuſpition of ha- 
ving any oblique aſpe# upon 
particularPerſons, or any par» 
ticular ſort of men,or of calcue 
lating this Treatiſe onely for 
our own Meridian,and for our 

own Times. Thnow,were it in 
other Languages, it might in- 
differently jervefor any place 
where the Goſpel hath been . 
Preached, and might have had 
#ts uſe in the pureſt times 
which have been ſince the Chri- 
ſtian Name was known. That 
| littfe 
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The Preface 


little I have ſeen of the World, 
will eaſily keep mefrom judg= 


ing our own Nation the 


worſi of any that profeſs Reli- 
giou, unleſs the priviledges 
which we enjoy above others, 
do raiſe our guilt to a greater 
beights and I am not ſo unac- 
quainted with the Hiſtory of 
former Ages, 4s being ſurpri- 
Sed tocry out, Otempora ! OQ 
mores ! or to make that uns 
wiſe enquiry,ccl 7.10. what 
1s the cauſe that the former 
dayes were better thantheſe? 
1 confeſs Thave ſomiimer been 
in Pauls caſe, ACt 17.165, when 
T hive obſerved among it the 
generality of Chriiti:ns in ail 
places, ſo much di erence be- 
twixt mens principles and 


praGices.and ſo many profeſ- 


| ſing to know God , which in 


works aeny bims and ihis bath 
mademeſomtimes expreſs my 
ſelf with the greater paſji9n 


and 
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To the Reader. 


and vehemency,as knowing the 
terrorof the Lord, and grie- 
ved to ſee the miſery that ſo 
many without repentance are 
haitning to for, though 7 
owe a ſpecial love to thoſe of 
the houſhold of faith, yet T 
profeſs my ſelf a Gitizen of 
the Univerſe, and ſo have a 
charity and compaſſion to» 
wards all. 
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SECTION TI. 
rhether there be any Atheiſts. 


hat it is that leads meu 
to Atheiſm. Thoſe the worſt 
Atheiſts, that. believe there 
#* a God, yet live as if there 
were 20ue5 and acconntit 
a mean thing tobe awed by 
hin. | 


Spartaz being invited 
to hear an Oration in 
commendation of Her- 
cules, replied , Ecquis 
eum vituperas © Doth 

any lod ſpeak againſt him? And 
{ome will think I might peritare par- 
cere charte, or rather better imploy 
precious irrevocable hours, then in 
Apologizing for that which needs 
no defence, and which there is ſuch 


a reycrence of fo deeply implanted 
1N 


. doubt of a Deity. 


z The chief Intereſt of mans or, 
in every mans nature. But upon a 
nearer approach, and exact 4urvcy 
of things, we ſhall hind there 15 no- 
thing in the World doth either need 
or deſerve. a more ſerious confide- 
ration and juſt detence. The Spe- 
eulative 4theitt 15 ſuch a Monſter, 
that many will hardly admit of fach 
a thing in nature : And it ſeems jn- 
credible to them, that any ſhould 
Yet daily expe- 
ience and obſervation refutes our 
more rational and retired Spccula- 
tions, and hath put many Learned 
men to the labour of proving that 
there 15a God ; this being the utmoſt 
we arc able in the Theory to make 
good, That there are none think, that. 
there is 42 God,but ſuch as for whom it 
were well if there were none : And 
theſe being judicially given up to 
be ſeluced by their own luſts, firlt 
thinkit would be well for them it 
there w-re no God, tinding his com- 
mands crotling their Carnal intereſts ' 
and corcupt detires 3 thence they pro- 
cccd to with there were no God, and 
by degre SAIFIVE at flat Atheiſm, inor- 
d.nate paſhons converting Deſjre into 
0) PL2on 


A Diſcourſe of Religion® 5 
Opinion ( as we eafily believe that 
which we earneſtly defire ) that ſo 
having baffled their judgements, and 
drawn them into the ſame confede- 
racy with their Lutts, they may fin 
without their control or contradicti- 
on, and avoid the reproots of their 
Conſcitences, while they give up 
themſelves freely to ſatishe their vile 
affections. His gradibus itur. 1 atfhrm 
the Pradical Atheiſt is yet a greater 
wonder, and a more horrid Mon- 
{ter then the Speculative Atheiſt : (As 
Mirandula hath well obſerved) It i 
a wonder that any ſhould doubt of the 
truth of the Goſpel, after ſo many evi- 
dent proofs of it > but 4 greater won- 
aer that any ſhould believe it, and yet 
live as if it were wot true. But take 
his own words, wherein he doth ſo 
tully and elegantly expreſs himſelf, 
Ep. 1. ad Nepotem. Texet me ( Deum 
ze(tor ) aliquando ecſtaſis quaſi, & ſtupor 
quidam, cum meoum incipio ſiudia bo= 
minum, aut (ut dixerim ſignificatiss ) 
meras inſanas, neſciz an cogitare po- 
tizs quam dolere, mirari an deplorare c 
magna enim profedto inſania Evange- 
li9 non credere, cujus veritatem ſan- 

B 2 guts 


4 The chief Intereſt of Mans or, 
ous Martyrum clamat, Apoſtolice rec- 
Jonant wvoces, prodigia probant , ratio 
confirmat, mundis teſtatur , elementa 
Toquuntur, demones confitentur. Sed 
fonge major inſania ,"ſi de Evangelii 
wveritate no# auvitas, vivere tamen quaſi 
de falſitate ejus non dubitares. How 
many. thouſands of Zecalots have we 
that profcſs the name of Chriſt, and 

reſume violently that they ſhall be 
lavcd by him ! yet look into their 
converſations, and you would not be- 
lieve their own mouths, or imagine 
that they are ſeriouſly per{waded 
that there 15a God, an Heaven, an 
Hell, a Judgement to come where- 
in they thall be {cntenccd to their 
everlaſting home. 

Nay, hear O Heavens, and be afio- 
miſhed O Earth ! hath any pcople 
dealt fo with their gods, which are 
yet no Gods, as Chriſtians dea} with 
Chriſt? Do Turks deal fo with their 
Miahomet * Do they ſcorn thoſe that 
are molt carctul to obſerve the Rules 
of his Alcorau £ Are they aſhamed 


to be ſeen to have any reſpect to his 
Laws ? YctI call Heaven and Earti1 
to record againft Chriſtuns, that he 


that 


> 
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A Diſcourſe of Religions. * 
that turns from bis wickedneſs, makes 
himſelf a prey ye2, as Salvian com- 
plained of old, Mat! effe coguntur, me 
vides habeautur. De Gubcrnatione 
Dei, lib. 4 Men arc tain to turn 
Rebels againſt Chriſt, and cait off 
the fear of his Commands , to free 
themſelves trom tac {corn and hatred 
of Chiriſtiansz among{t waym he 
mult go for a Melancholics dull ſot 
or ſneaking fool, and one that hath 
nothing, of generolity, that dare not 
{et his mouth againti Hcaven,or dctic 
the Authority of his Maker 3 1nlc- 
much ,, that he, that cannot harden 
himiclt agaiuſt ſcorn, thall, be jeared 
out of Heaven 3 he [hall 'toricic the 
reputation of his breeding, that ſhall 
{p2ak a word of the Scriptures 3 he 
lnail pais for a filly tellow, that will 
abandon the pleaſures or 1m in hopes 
of. an unſcen-Glory 3 and he thall be 
accounted 1mportunate or uncivil , 
that thall interrupt ens carnai mirth 
by caſiing in the ingracctiui niciudon 
of God or his Cum ::ands, aud be 
thought unit tor the company of 
Ferſons of Quality and Breeding. 
Of old, they accounted it the ſum 

B3 and 


6 The chief Intereſt of man 5 or, 
and ſubſtance of Religion, to imitate 
him whom they worſhipped. Thoſe 
that adored Mortal Deities (ſuch as 
Alexander and Ceſar) were ambitious | 
to imitate their Vertzes 3 yea, ſome 
Emperors have been imitatcd by their 
flattering Courtiers in their Defe&s 
and Deformities- The holineſs of 
God is his Glory, and (of all his at=- 
tributes) propounded to us for our 
imitation 3 fee 1 Pet. I. 15». Exod. 
15. 17. and compare Ja. 6. 3. with | 
Foha 12+ 40. And yet how do men 
glory in their ſhame, while they arc 
aſhamed of their glory ! Phil. 3. 19. 
Fer. 2. 36. But that ſome are wiſer 
then to be ſo betooled out of Hea- 
ven, holineſs would be hifled out of : 
the World. | 

How many think it a greater re- 
proach to call one a Saint, then a 
Drunkard, a Whorcmonger,or what- 
ever 1s evil! When the Scripture 
makes this a title of honor. and that 
from whence they are ſo denomina- 
ted abſolutely neceſlary to Salvation. 
O let not the(e things ke told in Gath, 
or publiſhed in Aſcalou. Let not 
Turks and Heathens hear ſuch things 
| v8 
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A Diſcourſe of Religions. © 7 
of Chrittians. What God do we 
worſhip ? What Saviour do we own ? 
Are they like the Idols of the Hea- 
thens ? who (as Tertillian {aid of old) 
Tam fruſtra coluntur , quam umprune 
Leduntur > are worſhipped in vain, and 
may be abuſed at our pleaſure. 

Quit your ſelves like men, awake 
your reaton,and conſider what T ſhall 
ſay for God ,and for his holy Laws, 
which are ( as the Apoliic {altn ) 
not onely holy, but jus and good, 
Rom. 7.. 12. {o that (as hath been 
well nbicerved by Learned men) 
God had never commanded what he 


hath done, nor made any Tranfcript 


ot the Etcrnal Law out of the Tdez 
ot bi5 holy nature 3 yet, waat ic hath 
commanded would have been bett tor 
Mankind to obterve. There 15 not 
onely an equity in them, but they 
are good naturally, 25 well as mor ally, 
conducing fo tile weltare of Man- 
kind, th. zood of the Univerle 5 in- 
Ck 1, thatif we had tiood on even - 
ground With our Maker, and capi- 
tulatcd with him on what terms we 
would ſubmit or ſolves to him, and 
what Laws we would be obliged to. 

D-4 oblcrve, 
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3 The chief Intereft of Man > or, 
obſerve, we could not have made 
conditions more for our own advan- 
tage: or if Chriſt ſhould wave his 
authority which he hath over us to 
eemmayd us (though the authority 
of the Superior is iore to be regard- 
<d then the advantage of the Interior 
he might juſtly corpſe! us, as Rev. 
2-18, to obſerve his Precepts, as that 
which would be beſt for our ſolves 3 
and if we had no reſpect to his Sove- 
raignty, yet regard to our own wel- 
fare and happineſs might oblige us 
Li1CIYCLO. : 

And having evinced the equity of 
the ways of God,and the benefit men 
have thereby, I ſhall endeavour to 
diſcover and remove the cauſes of 
this PradGical Atheiſm that reigns ſo 
much in the World : and though I 
know, aftcr all I can ſay, the Dileaſe 
w1ll deſpiſe any remedy 3 yet let me 
tell all the prophane {corners of Gad- 
lineſs, till they can deprive them- 


delves of reaſon , that is, become 


beaſts, God and his Saints ſhall have 
a witneſs in their breaſts againlt their 


own ſouls, | 
SECT: 
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A Diſcourſe of Religioa: 
SECT. I. 


The equity of Gods commands. 
L ove( which 3s the fulfilling 
of the Law ) founded or 
Gods Goodneſs, Patience , 
Bounty, Fear (which with 
that obſervance that js the 
ejjeF of it,is the whole Duty 
of Man founded ow his 
Power and Wiſdom, Ratio 
rel, or Reaſon it ſelf, the 
ground of ſuch things as 
are of natural right. Gods 
Soveraignty the ground of 
ſuch things as are of poſitive 
right. 


FS begin with the. Equity of 
Gods Commands, and ſhew how 
reaſonably he requires the obſervance 
of them; his Natur: moſt julily 
challenging , and” the exceHency ot 
his Attributes really meriting what- 
ſoever his Law cxacts as our duty. 
Man hath (as the Myraliſts obtcrve) 


B5 ut 
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but a Political Dominion over his at- 
fetions, not ſuch a Deſpotical and 
abſolute power as ovcr his locomo- 
tive faculty, and ſoover his outward 
ations; ſo that he cannot love, and 
hate, and fear, and delire as he liſt. 
The Soul being a rational Agent, 
moveth it ſelf in reſpect of all Ob- 
jets according to what it ſees there 
of good Or evil, which begets /iking or 
averſion. Wheretore A#Fogaucy 15 one 
of the mo contermffrible vanities 
amongſt the Sons of men 3. it being 
the moſt ridiculous thing in the 
world, for men to require of others 
that honor, cfteem, reverence, which 
thcy have no real worth in then:- 
ſelves to be a foundation of: And 
it 15 worſe Tyrannie then that of the 
Ezyptian TaskzMaſters, who required. 
brick without giving ftraw, They ſay 
indeed, Hoxor eft in honorante, de- 
pending on the will of the giver 3 yet 
1t muſt be radically in him that 1s 
honored 3 there mult be a Foundati- 
on laid by him, whereon others muſt 
raiſe their cfteem of hin. Wherefore 
the charge is given to Timthy and 


cTY”'* y . Y 
ditne, that mome foonld deſpiſe them 1 


that 


A Diſcourſe of Religion. . 1x 
that is, they were to carry them= 
ſelves with that gravity , prudence, 
integrity, that none might have oc- 
cafion to think. meanly and con- 
temptibly of them. Now there is in 
God a real foundation tor all thoſe 
aftections, which he requires of us as 
the principles of all our outward 
actions, whereby they are formed 
and faſhioned. | 

Firtt, God requires that we ſhould 
love him with all our might, with all 
our ſtrength, with our whole Soul; 
and th1s 15 1n effect the keeping of his 
commanls, the fulfilling of his Laws 
Love bing the @urcen-Regent , the 
commanding affection of the Soul, 
the firſt mover that tetsall on work 
(as Auſtin faith) Amor menus pondus 
meum eo feror quocunque feror s Love 
is the byzs which turns us where-ever 
we go» We may judge of the power 
of this affe&ion, by obſerving the 
effects of it in our [elves z where we 
do truly love, how careful are we to 
pleaſe ? how fearful to offeud £ how 
defirous to exjoy © how ambitious to 
ſerve * how unwearied in ſerviaz £ 
how ready to run þ,zyrds, to un» - 

derg9 


1s Theebief Intereft of Man or, 
dergo difficulties ? what ſympathy 1s 
there of all affections? what jea- 
louſic? So that God needs require 
no more of us z for it he have our 
-Love, the reſt will. follow. Now 1t 
were not beſceming the Majeſtic of 
God to require this of us, were there 
not that in his nature and his works 
that did juſily deſerve 1t 3 but there 
i5 nothing in the creature attractive 
of our Love, which is not emuncent- 
ly in bim: How great # his gooaneſs ! 
bow great is bi beawty ! Zach. 9. 17. 
that 1s,thoſc perfetions of his nature, 
which buing found in the Creature 
mhnitely below what they are in him, 
make 1t anuable to us. 

Good;:efs and greatneſi, where they 
mect 1n Max, are vcry deſirable and 
Jovely 3 but God is Optimus Maximus 
Cas ic is wont to be called) the great- 
eff and ihe beft;not exceeding us more 
in his greatzeſs, then in his goodneſs > 
in his Glory, then in his Gyace, Mich. 
7, 18. What narrow bounds did Peter 
ſet to his forbearance, when he ask.d 
it he thould torgive his Brother ſeven 
times? What would ſoon become of 
as, it the forbearance of God: wer 
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A Diſcourſe of Religion. 13 
confined within ſuch narrow limits ? 
We indeed paſs by many offences in 
others, becauſe we know not how to 
revenge them 3 but God could every 
moinent, by a word of his mouth, an 
a&. of his will, let us know what it 
is to contermu. his Authority, And 
ct us but conlider the diſproportion 
betwcen God and Man , how infi- 
nitcly heis above him and the na- 
turc of God, how holy, and contra- 
ry to whatfocvecr 15 eviiz and we thall 
much more admire his patience and 
goodnels, We can do good toour 
Friends, we wao arc evil; but todo 
g209d to Exemes, whom we have 
daily 1n our power, and wao {till 
continue ther cninity againtt us, 15 
too hard tor us. God 1s ; 0d to Ax- 
gels that never tinned, patient onely 
to ſinners. Lot us but recount the 
Varloiis acts or: his Providence to= 
wards uz, conhider the daily care 
which he hath of us, the mcorcies 
_ we dai'y receve trom him, the 

| he preterveth us trom 3 what of= 
— he makes to us of an Eccxnal 
Glory with himiclt, waat mcans he 
affoxds tor obtainung it, how long 


{pace 


14 The chief Trtereſt of Mans, os, 
lpace of repentance he gives us 3 and 
we ſhall find our obligations to him 
to be infinitely beyond what they are 
to Parents, Princes, Friends ditloy- 
alty and ingratitude to whom 1s con- 
demned, abhorred of all. 

Further, the fear of God # the whole 
Duty of man, Ecclcl. 12.13. that is, 
efficienter, though not formaliter z for 
whercvcr it is, it doth bind the Soul 
to its duty, Fob 28. 28. Prov. 1. 7+ 
And I may ſay as much for this, as 
for the Love of God. Methinks it 
1s condeſcention in him, to argue the 
matter as he doth with finners, Fer. 
5. 22. Maith. 10. 28. when he might 
let them run upon their own ruaine, 
and know by experience the danger 
that they deſpiſe. We ſhould deride 
the threatnivgs of ſome vain boaſter 
that ſhould go about to afftright us 
with fuch things as it were far above 
his power to effect; but the frown 
of a Ceſar, an Alexander , might 
make us tremble, It is the moſt alto- 
niſhing madneſs and folly in the 
World, for men to account it gene= 
rolity and braveneſs of ſpirit, not to 

2 awed by the great words of Scri- 
PLULC, 
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pture, to dare to lin, te take courage 
againlt God like the Philitizes , 
1 Sams 4+ 9. and toaccount it mean- 
nels of ſpirit, to be aftrighted with 
the threatnings of an invifible God, 
whole greatneſs we neither ſce nor 
feel, though it 15 our own fault, we 
ſeeing it in its eff:&s every day. It 
is he that hangs the Ezrth on no- 
thing, and when he pleaſes makes it 
tremble 5 {ends the Sx on his errand 
every day,orders the Hott of Heaven, 
making every Star keep 1ts place 3 
thundcring with his voyce, ſo as he 
can make the Emperors of the World 
run to hide themſelves 3 ſetting 
bounds to tne raging waves of the 
Sea, which they dare not paſs : and 
though he doth, not every day re- 
veal his wrath from Heaven againſt 
ſinners, yet he hath told us, it 15 not 
becauſe he approves of their ways, or 
knows not hovv to: right himſelf; he 
oacly ſtays till tne time of the Reve- 
lation of his righteous judgement, 
and- then he vvill pour out his vvrath 
like fire, and make the ftouteſt fin. 
ners run (1t it vvere poſlible for them) 


under the Rocks and Mountains to 


hide 
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hide themſclves from his preſence. 
David and Solomon vvere both tear- 
ed for their Wiſdom; and indeed, 
Wiſdom doth make a mans face to 
fine, commanding reverence and a 
kind of veneration from others. Novv 
there is none t5 be compared to God 
for Wiſdom: 3 he 1s {o vvile, he can- 
not be deccived, cannot be mocked ; 
he ſees through the molt ſecret de- 
ſigns of men, and laughs them to 
{corn 3 takes the vvite in their ovvn 
craftineſs, makes thoſe that dare 
tranſgre(s his Preceprs, vvhether they 
vvill or no, toiulhi his purpoſe, over- 
reaching. tacm in their molt cunning 
contrivances, making them ſerve his 
holy cnds vvicn tncy leaft intend it. 
Furilicr., be requires that vve ſhould 
acknovvicdge him m all our vvays, 
ovvning him as our Soverazgzin tne 
obicrvance oi is Precepts, as our Pre- 
ſerver m depending on his Providence. 
And vvhat more jutt and equaPvyhen 
vve had our being from him, vvhen 
vve live and move in hum, vvhen vve 
arc daily maintained at his colt and 
charges, and are theretore ſent to the 
Ox and the 4{+ to learn our duty 3 
5L 
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A Diſconrſe of Religion. 17 
it being he that gives us all things 
richly to enjoy, and hath not onely 
right and authority to command us, 
but 9zght and power to force us : r 
that it we will do any thing with- 
out his leave, or moral permitiion, we 
cannot do it without his natural Pcr- 
miſſion. If we run away from his 


| {ervice, he can command the Sea to 
| way-lay us (as in the caſe of Foxah) 


and {end a Whale to fetch us back. 
It we would go out of the reach of 
his Rod, he can make it reach us 
Where-Cver we 80, as the Iſraelites in 
their going to Egypt, Jer-4.2- 16. In 


| ſhort, he commands the boiſterous 


winds, the unruly Waves 3 the An- 


| gels, that excel in might and glory 3 


the Devils, that are filled with rage 
and envy 3 the Sun, that as a Gyant 
runs his race, and makes it ftand il] 
at his pleaſure 3 the Stars, whom he 


| makes as his Hoſt to fight his battels 3 
| the Frogs , the Flies, the Lice, the 
' Bears, the Lyons, the Ravens as the 


ſeveral inftances in holy Scripture 


 ſhew. All theſe are at his beck, and 


he ſends them at his pleaſure. De- 


gcnerate Man onely (for whom he 
hath 
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hath done more then for any of the 
works of his hands, and whom he 
hath made capable of more happineſs 
then the whole vitible Creation) caſts 
off the autherity of his Creator in 
thoſe things, wherein eſpecially it 


| would be his 1/7 :ſdom to make a ver- 


tue of weceſſity : tor when, men will 
venture upon any thing without ask- 
ing Gods leave, -or taking his coun- 


. ſel, he ſtands by and derides their | 


counſels, and tells them that he 1s | 
wiſe alſo, and will bring evil upon. 
them, and not call back his word : 
what he faith ſhall be done,none ſhall ; 
difanul it 3 when their defigns which | 
they would undertake without him 
ſhall come to. nothing , and they | 
perifh'in them, Tſa. 31.2. Thus God 
will ſooner or later teach all, what 
it 15 to deſpite his authority, of to 
diſpute his commands, 
As tor our oatward actions (whath 
I have already faid concerning our in- 
ternal atte&tions, and thoſe acts and| 
attribates of God whereon they are! 
grounded, being {uppoſed ) though 
they ſhoald not be of any natural 
11ght, or have any intrinſick goodneſs 
11 


——— 
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in them, antecedently to any com- 


- mand of God concerning them , 


(which yet doubtleſs ſome have, and 
are therefore commanded , becauſe 
good, as thoſe which are grounded 
on the precepts of the Law.of Na- 
ture) yet as we fay of the Credenda, 
or the things which we are to believe, 
though our finite underſtandings be 
not able to comprehend the nature 
and cauſes of fome of them, yet we 
have reaſon cnough to believe them, 
becauſe they are ſpoken by him that 
cannot lye 3 ſo Lmay fay of the Agexs 
aa of Religion, though they ſhould 
not be of aatural moral right (which 
yet many of them are ) yet being 
commanded by him who is ſo vviſe 
and fo good, to vvhom we have ſuch 
obligations lying upon us, and on 
vvhom vve have ſuch an abſolute 
dependance, vve have all the reaſon 
in the World to do them, vvithout 
murmuring or di{puting. 

And though the Sovcraignty of | 
God is ſuch, that he might julily try 
our obedience, and make us knovy 
our ſubjection to him, by requiring 
of us ſuch things as are meerly of 


poſitive 


© — 


20 Thechief Intereſt of Man ov, 
poſitive right 3 yetit is evident, that in 
vyhat he hath required, he hath not 
ſtood much upon his Soveraignty | 4 
and Authority, but hath commanded 
(ich things as he might juſtifie at 
an impartial Bar, though man yvere 
' an Independant Creature, and co- 
_ ordinate vvith him: And this vvill 
ſithciently appear by the enſuing 
Diſcourle, 


SE CT. | 


34 


SECT. 11I. 


The advantage which men 
have by Religion in reſpe®& 
.of their good names; honor 
being both a Moral and a 
Natural effe® of TVertue 
and Holineſs. The Hypo- 
crifle of ſome that profeſs 
Chriſtianity, an Argument 
of the excellency of it. 
Shame the preſent reward 


againſt holineſs, or holy 


| men, as ſuch, 


V9,V4 at T have hitherto ſaid, hath 


been ab quo 3 1 ſhall novv ar- 
one ab xt;l;, and ſhevv vvhat advan- 
tapes Come to Mankind by a due ob- 
ſervance of the Rules of the Goſpel 3 
vwher by the truth of the Apoſiles 
aſſertion vvill evidently appear, tnat 
Grdlineſs is profitable to all things, 


land is the chick intereſt of thc 
| World. 
And 
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And firſt, let me conſider man in 
his perſonal capacity, and his ſeveral 
intereſts in ſuch a reſpect 3 and I will 
begin with that which is moſt extriz- 


fick, to him 3 viz.his good name, which | 


Solomon jultly faith is rather to be 
choſen then great riches 3 and he adds 
a reaſon of it, loving favour z .better 
then Silver or Gold. That 1s, the et- 
fe& of itz it commands a friendly 
reſpe&t from all, and ſo entertains 


| 


| 


him where-ever.he goes; it 1s his har- | 


bizger to beſpeak him in all places an | 
honorable reception 3 it is his ſares- | 
ty, to vouch him in all his deal- | 
ings with others : fo that there is | 
notning can more {weeten' a Mans | 
life to him, and indced qi. 
which generous ſpirits do more. 
eſteem. No greater incentive to ver-; 
tue among the Heathens then honor 3 
and it is ordinarily ſeen , that men | 


can more cafily bear the lofs of goods,} ; 


then diſgrace or contempt 3 a breach! 
in their cſtate, then a wound in their] 
nainc. | 

Now I will not here ſpeak of that! 
honor, which after a tew days ſhall! 
be put upon all godly men,when they: 
{hall 


I 


we 704. 
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ſhall appear with Chriſt in Glory, 
and ſhine like the Sun 1n the King- 


dom of their Father, while others 
ſhall be cloathed with perpetual 
{ſhame ; Nor will I ſpeak of honor 
as it is a moral effet of godline(s ; 
God having promiſed to hoxor thoſe 


that bonoy him : and he that-gave the 


Iſraelites favour in the eyes of the 


Egyptians, and made them to be pitied 


of them that carried them away cap- 


tive, can give a man cfteem and re- 


pute among others. 

But I ſhall ſpeak chiefly of hooy 
as it is a natural eftect of godlinels : 
and it 15 worthy to be conlidered.that 
that which at firit view ſeems to re- 
fle&t diſhonorably upon Religion, 
and which many improve to the re- 
proach of the Profeſſors of it, doth, 
upon a ſerious weighing of the whole 


*matter, excecdingly commend it,and 


argue ſomething of more than or- 


dinary worth in it 3 and that 1s the 


Hypeerifie which is found among 
Chriſtians : this implies that there is 
ſomething in it which is attractive, 
that men ſhould uſe ſuch induftry 
to.counterfcit it,and (cek by a feigned 

ſhew 


24 The chief Intereſt of mans or; 
ſhew of it to infinuate themſelves 1n- 
to the-eſteem of others, whoſe good 
opinion they think moſi coniiderable, 
However, as Lhave already faid (and 
ſhall ſay again in due place) there are 
many {corn men for it, yet tn!s is an 
cvident proof that it 15a thing of 
good report , and . praite-worthy. 
Though we do not elteem every thing 
that looks like Gold, becauſe it is 
ſometimes counterfeited; yet this is 
an argument of the worth of that 
which 1s Gold indeed : fo, though 
*tis true every one that makes pro- 
teſſion of godlineſs, doth not preſent- 
ly deſerve the honor and reſpe& of a 
godly man, becauſe there are many 
kypocrites 3 yet 1t 15 an argument of 
the greater worth of ſach as are 
godly indecd. Pearls and Diamonds 
are offener counterfteited, then 
thoſe things that are of mcan value. 
Vhat is there that begets an higher 
eftezm amongſt men, then that Hw- 


nmiltty , Meekpeſs, Goodneſs, Charity, | 
Tuſtice, which the Goſpel requires , þ 


and which every true Chriſtian in 
{ome meaſure hath ? It makes a man | 
(as was {aid of Veſpaſiax) the Dar- 
ling 


EN __ 
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-ling of Mankind , and makes his me- 
mory bleſſed. What is the ordinary 
Character which you ſhall hear of 
ſuch a man ? He was a good man, a 
quiet man 3 you might have put your 
lite in his hand, his word was as good 
as his bond. 

And however the Devil cheats 
men with the hopes of cltecm in the 
World, by a careleſs neglect of Re- -, 
ligion, though they gratihe the great- 
elt part of the World (in ſome re- 
ſpect) as they jultife their wicked 
ways by their own practice 3 yet we 


. ſhail obſerve (through the juſt judge= 


ment of God ) ſhame is the preſent 
wagcs of fin, Prov. 13-5. Rom. 6+21» 
and indeed the Heathens themlelves 
made hoxoy the reward of vertze 3 {0 
that a wicked man, according to 
them, is not capable of it. Pride 1s 
that which all abhor 3 ſwearing and 
blaſpheming are ſuch fins as none gain 


by, and therefore will commend no 


man for 3 Drankenneſs diſcovers ſo 
much ot a mans weakneſs, that 1t 
makes him obnoxious to every mans 
pity or {corn 3 Lying, Tajajtice , Op- 
preſſion, and other _ againlt the ſe- 


cond 


26 Thechief Intereſt-of Man > or, 
- eord Table, being immediately againſt 
our neighbour, and ſo prejudicial to 
the intereſt of mankinde , cannot 
purchaſe any man any honor or 
eſteem. - And though it 1s true-, as 
L have before complained, that a god- 
ly man 1s expoled to {corn and re- 
proach 3 yet, fir, it is of ſuch whoſe, 
reproaches we may glory 1n,and bind 
to us aSa Crown, What was ſaid of 
Nero, 1s true of them, that it is like- 
ly to be fomethmg thac is good,which 
they ſpeak againttz yea, commonly 
ſuch, beforc they dye, jultihe thoſe 
whom they rcproached 3 and when 
they grow wiſer, come to be of their 
mind : when they come to lic on their | 
| fick beds, and to be convinced by | 
| fenſe and experience, of what they 
would not believe, or at leaſt conſi- 
der before, that there is a oamty 3x | 
evrry Creature, #hat they muſt dye, and | 
_ that their former pleaſure will yield 
them no comfort at ſuch an hour 5 then | 
tney reproach themſelves more then 
' formerly they reproached othersthen 
they find that they were the fools for 
.deſpiling inſtruction, and wiſh now 
they were in the caſe of thoſe whom | 
chcy deſpiſed. A! 


r deans 


And, which is yet more obſerva- 
ble, Godlineſs doth command ſuch 


an eſteem from all, that none dare 
ſpeak againſt it 3 and you ſhall hardly 


hear any godly man reproached as 
ſuch 3 as the Fews would not own 
that they ſtoned Chriſt for a good 
work, but for Blaſphemy ; When 
wicked men reproach others, they 
will not by any mcans acknowledge 
that ;* is for Godlineſi, but for Un> 
godlinej7, for Hypocrifie 3 for being 


too nice and {upertittious, doing more _ 


then God requires, for Covetoulneſls, 


or ſuch like fins : fo that, by their 


own confeſſion, ſincerity, obſerving 
what God hath comn1anded,Charity, 
ec. arc good and commendable z and 
{o they are condemned aut of their 
own mouches. Let in ſeek excuſes 
and ſubcertuges 3 Vertue( as truth jſeeks 
no corners, knows. 9 ſhame. 
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conſider, is the turniture of this life 
.*% for bearing his chargesin his Pilgri- 
' mage, while he is on his way to- 
wards his long bome. And though 
Riches ( by rca{on of the abuſe of 
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SETS. IY. 


How tauch Godlineſs candus- 4 


ceth to the preſerving and 
| Increaſe of mens Etates, 
which $in doth like a Can» 
her waſte and conſume. An 
illuſtration of Jer. 17.11. 
and Hoſ. 9.11. ObjeFions 
anſwered, which men maks 
from that Juſiice and Chas 
rity which Religion obliges 
enento, and fromthoſe ex- 
pences and loſſes which it 
expoſes them to,9s alſo from 
experience and daily obſer- 
vation, 


He next intereſt of man 1n his 


| perſonal capacity which I ſhall 


them) ſometimes {cem to be under- 


valued þ 


p 


| 


| 
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ralucd both by God and man, in the 
So criprure 2nd other Writings, yet in 

-miclves they are uſefnl and de- 
i Trable 5 and 1t we ſhould underſtand 
theſe thi: gs abſolutely and ſimply, 
111: are ſpoken of them but mn 
I Cert 204  reſhett, and Secundum quid, 
{as thcy ſpeak) it might rather be 
{id, the curſe of the Lord makes 
rich then his Bleſſing. Thereby a 
1:4: i5 capable of "doing 200d to 
others and our Saviour hath pro. 


nounced it more blefled to give then: 


to receive : he 1s able to command 
his own affairs 3 he 1s freed from the 
temptations of poverty to a 'fintful 
flattery and picaſing of --men , in- 
croaching upon Gods tim2 or mens 
eſtates 3 from AiftraQing cares about 


the_neceflaries of this ite; they are 


a defence to. him, not onely in his 
OWN « conceit, but really h:itimg him 
up, that the foot of- contempt may 
not trample upon him 3 and _thar”* 
whatever is praiſe-wortay in him, ' 
may be more conſpicuous to others 3 
which is little taken not:ce of in the 
poor, whoſe wifdom, yea, all other 
graces and vertucs are deſp.ſed. Now 

C3 as 


4 
$ 
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as the race i not to the ſwift, ner the 
battel to the frongz {o neither are 
riches always to the diligent, or 1n- 
duſtrious, or wiſe, but to thoſe 
whom God favours. with his bleſ- 
ſing. Godlineſs hath the promife both 
of this life, and that to come though 
God hath not abſolutely promiſed 
abundance or ſuperfluities , neceſfa- 
ries he hath; fo that though the 
Lyons (whereby we may according 


' to the Janguage of Scripture under- 


{taud thole woo nave both cruelty 
and power to oppreſs others) may 
lack and ſuffer hunger, thoſe that fear 
the Lord ſhall want no good thing. 
Again , Godlineſs may be ranked 
amongſt the moral cauſes of riches. 
Do but conſider what diligence the 
Goſpel requires in our particular cal- 
lings 3 and. though ( according to 
what I lately faid) this is not the 
onely or ſolitary cauſe of Riches, yet 


it is a means which God doth ordi- | 


j 


narily bleſs. Do but further conſi- 
der what ſobriety and moderation is 
required in Meat, Drink, Apparel, 
and we ſhall eafily conceive how 
much it doth tend to the increafe of ; 


mens | 
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mens ſubſtance, and ſtopping up thoſe 
 chinks.and crannics, at which other 
Mens Eſtates do riin out. On the 
other hand , we ſhall hnde many 
fins, both :aral and matzral cauſes 
of decays in mens Eſtates. It is true, 
all fin doth make mien obnoxious to 
the curſe 3; but there are many fins 
which derive a curſe upon men , 
which in a ſpecial manner (like the 
ruſt) devours their riches 3 particu- 
larly Oppreſioz and Tajujtice « the Prg- 
phet, Fer. 17-1 1- elegantly ſhews how 
the detigns of men tor fctting up. 
theniſcives, thereby preve avortiyc 8. 
As the. Partridge ſitteth up0a e2gs5 aca 
batcheth. them not , ſo he that getteth 
riches and not by right, ſhall leave them 
in the midſt of his days, and in the eud. 
"ſhall be a fool. 

Some Birds men take care of, to ſc 
cure .them again(t 1njurics and vio= 
lence, .as thole that are tame z others 
there are, Waiole uſcleſneſs makes 
them neglected of all, and to is their 
ſecurity 3-,others there are, able to re- - 
fiſt the violence of the Birds of prey 3 
the Partridge .is none of theſe, and 
{o 1s moſt likely of all others to miſ- 


C4 Carry, - 
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carry, and prove a prey to violence : 
{ the unjuſt Oppreſfor may indeed 
ather richcs, but he ſhall ſoon leave 
them ; bimſelf is like the Graſs, but 
his Glory is like the Flower of the 
Graſs (which oft- falls off while the 
ſtalk ſtands ) and he ſhall out-live 
his glory : Some. mens glory flies 
away from the coxception , others 
from the womb, - others from the 
birth, Hoſea 9.11. fome mens deſigns 
fail wiile they are projecting and 
contriving them, others while they 
are travelling with them, or labour- 
ing to cftect them, they fade in their 
ways 3 others when they have juſ 
attained them, and arrived at their 
end, as the Rich Man ; but when he 
ſhould ſolace himſelf in the enjoy- 
ment of them, they ſhall be taken 
away like the Corn and the Wane in 
the Harveſt or Vintage, and in his 
end he ſhall be a tool, that is, ac- 
cording to the language of the Scri- 
pture (wherein words of exiſtence 
are put (ſometimes onely for appear- 
ance and manifcſtation) he ſhall ap- 
pear to be a fool, though formerly he 
' ecmed to be of the wiſe of the 
| World, 
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World, that knew how to gee moſt 
for himſelf in the {cuMe of theWorld, 
wherein almoſt every one {crambles 
to get as much as he can to himſelf, 
to make his own heap biggeſt 3 but 
increaling that which is not bis own, 
Heb. 2. 6... but of tight belongs to 
others, he proves like the Dog in the 
fable, that not content with what he 
had, but catching at more, loſt all. 
So Adaltery (through the curſe of 
God) is a devouring fire, that con= 
ſumes and waſtes a mans ſubſtances. 
So the Covetous unmercitul man un- 
folds that riddle, Prov. 11. 24+ he 
ſeatters by gathering, whiles he retains 
his riches, when God requires them 
for the relief of the poorzor by his ex-. 
tortion and oppreſſion {queezcth out 
the ſweat, yea, it may be the blood 
of the poor : . what is ſo either got- 
ten or kept, proves a canker to his 
Eſtate, to devour it. Yea, there are 
many fins, which are the natural 
cauſes of poverty 3 and. if God ſhou'd 
leave men onely to the genuine na- 
tural cffects of their fin, they would- 
ſoon fadein their ways, as the Apo- 
file faith, Fames 1. 11. By means of 

2: 
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a whoriſh Woman, a Man 5 brought to 
& morſel of Bread; her words are {0 
enſnaring, he 1s loſt that is once en- 
tangled with them,and it is a fad fign 
{ucha one is abandoned of God. So: 
the unmerciful man and the Oppreſ- 
{or expoſcth hinffelt to the. curſes of, 


. the poor, yea, to their rage and vio- 


lence, if ever they have the oppor- 
tunity of a popular tumult. So,how 
doth Pride (like raft) eat up mens fil- 


ver and gold!Drowzineſs cloaths a man 


with rags : fo Gluttony and Drun- 


kenneſs feed upon mens Eſtates, till } 


they have devoured thcent. Envy and 
Malice beget contentions and quar- 
rels, which caſt men into chargeable 
Law-ſuits. If men would in their 
Books of Accompts allow ſome pages 
for their Lults, and (et down what 
they ſpend on them, more then 
what Nature , Reaſon, Religion re- 
quire, and write, So much laid out at 
ſuch a time for Pride, ſo much at an- 
other time for Pleaſure and Voluptu- 
ouſneſs, fo much for Emyina Law- 
ſuit to vex ſuch a one, ſo much for 
Entertainments, Buildings, Gardens, 


Feſtivals, pomp of Funcrals (I ſpeak 


act 
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not againſt a decorum and moderati- 
on in ſuch things, anſwerable to a 
mans rank and eftate, but onely a- 
gainſt the ſuperfluity and excels in 
theſe things, which mens own conlci- 
ences will tell them ambition 6c vain- 
glory . put them. upon) let them ſet 
down ſo much /xcrum ceſſans, from 
idleneſs and negligence in their par- 
ticular cailings 3 and they ſhall finde 
ſuch a Retinue of Lufis (which Re- 
ligion would make them ſhake of 
and. abandon) as chargeable as a train 
of Servants,though the old complaint 


ſhould be true, @ wot ſervz, tot Fares. 


Notwithſtanding all that I have 
ſaid, many have ſuch a prejudice a- 
gainſ{t Religion, that they think if a 
man b:gin (criouſly to.addict himſelf 
thereto, it ſoon. {poils his thriving in 
the World. As fir}t; it is obſerycd by 
many, that 1t takes up much of niens 
time 3 and many, as ſoon as they be- 
g1n to be. fo {trict in macters of Ke- 
ligion, neglect their particular ca!- 
lings. To this I anſw.r, God is bur 
little benolding to men taut cm 
platu that his fervice takes «wp cot 
much of theix time ; there arc 101. 

; ! 
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in the world amongſt the devout Or- 
ders, that conſecrate their time more 
entirely to God, then thouſands do to 
the Devil and to their own lufts : 
yea, how few are there that do not 
allow more time to Pride, in adorn- 
ing themſelves 3 to Pleaſure, in vain 
ſports and recreations 3 to idle diſ- 
courſe, to fruitleſs viſits, to ſuper- 
fluous ſleep and cafe, then God re- 


quires to be ſpent ſolely in his fer- 


vice ? Heallows us time enough for 
our private affairs and particular cal- 
lings. God 1s not ſerved onely in 


prayer and reading, and hearing his |. 


Word. but in the works of our or- 
dinary callings, Col. 3. 23. What s 
there ſaid of {ervants, is true of others 
allo in their {cveral ftations, whilc 
they duly attend their lawful vocati- 
ons. It is trace, fome Chrittians may 
not have prudence to ſhare their 
time equally betwixt their gexeral 
and particular callings z but ſuch are 
ordinarily obſcrved to be young, Con- 
verts (as they are called) that is, ſuch 
as have had but late acquaintance 
with the power and practice of God- 
linz(s 3 and ſomething is to be in- 


dulged 


p 
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dulged to theſe, who at firſt conver- 
ſion many times find ſo much delight 
"and ſweetneſs in exerciſes of Religi- 
on, that they know not how t9 leave 
them off. We know under the Lav, 
he that had married a Wife was di- 
ſpenſed with the firſt year to ſtay #t 
home and ſolace himſelf with her, 
and not forced to go out to War. 

Some again are ready to complain. 
of the charge of Charity which Re- 
ligion doth oblige a man to. To ſuch 
I anſwer, Nature it (elf doth bind a 
man to the ſame charity that Chritti- 
anity binds him to 3 onely Chriſtiani- 
ty directing us to right principles and 
ends in ſuch actions , makes them 
turn to our good account.. So that 
Chriſtian Charity is the beſt Uſury3 
God g1ves us bond for payment. Prov. 
19. 17. and he 15a good Pay-maſter. 
If a man would lay up ſomewhat 
againſt an evil-day, he cannot put it 
int better hands, Eccleſ.1 1:2. If the 
worſt come, and the hand of violence 
ſhoald ſeize on his Eſtate, yet he may 
{ay with him in Sexeca, Thave that 

fill which T have given away. Yea, a 
man of *meer humanity and genero- 
: lity, 
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ſity,cannot but have (ach a {ympathie 
with others in. their ſufferings, that 
in relieving . them, he relieves him- 


{elt; as Alexander .when Darius (ent 


a complement to him by his Ambaſ- 
fadors fer his civility to his Wife, 


Mother, Daughters, whom he . had. 


taken Captives,returned him anſwer, 
that it.w.i5 in vain to.complement with 
an Enemy, and the favour he had ſhew- 
ed to them, was not ſ much out of af- 
fectiou to him, as to ſatifie his own na- 
ture, which could not inſult over the 
miſery of others. 

Fox che. charge. of - the ſervice of 
God, let ſhame for ever cloath them 
as a garment, that complain of it. 
Let a heathen, anAlexaxder.condemn 
them , who when Leonidas reproved 
him tor ſpending ſo much incenſe in 
Sacrifice to his gods, and told him he 
might do that when he had taken 
the Countreys from whence it came z 
having taken them, fent. him incenſe 
in abundance.and (ent him word. that 
for the future he ſhould nt be ffaring 
' 34 his offerings to his gods, for he had 
found by experience , that what was 
offered to them, they paid with Uſary: 
An 


1% 
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And further, our expence now under 
the Goſpel about the ſervice of God, 
is nothing to what it was formerly 
under the.Law.. What I ſaid before 
in reſpect of tine, I may ſay here in 
reſpect of Eſtate :. What. men ſpend: 
upon, Religious uſes,. and . works of. 
charity , is -not-comparable to what: 
men {pznd upon their Luſts. . And. 
whofoever call themſelves Chriſtians, 
ſhould diſdain that any . ſhould be 
more free in .the ſervice of the De- 
vil, then they are .in-the ſervice of 
Chrift. . Neither 1s it Chriſtian cha- 
rity, . but blind zeal and fuperſiition, 
that makes men give away their 
Eftates (as 15 ordinary amongſt the 
Papifis) to maintain others 1n eaſe 
and idleneſs, under a pretence of de- 
voting themſelves to religious exer- 
ciles, and the imitation of I know 
not what pretended Saints. 

Others are not athamed to com- 
plain of that Juſtice and Equity that 
Religion doth obitge a man to ob- 
ſerve in his commerce with otiers, 
as hindering their thriving in the - 
World : But I have {aid enough al- 
xeady of the curſe that follows In- 

juitice 
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Juſtice and oppreſſion, to ſhew how 
vain this Objection is, beſides the 
puniſhment inflicted by man for 
theſe fins, which are the more odious 
to men, becauſe they are agamlſt our 
neighbour immediately ( as many 
other ſins are not)ſoas men are more 
ſenſible of them, and as much as they 
can, avoid having any -thing to do 
with ſuch as are falſe and unjuſt in 
their dealings with others. 

Some object further the ſufferings 
which Religion expolſeth a man of- 
tentimcs to. But to this I may an- 
ſwer. as to the former, men ordi- 
nanily ſuffer more for fin. The De- 
2] hath had more Martyrs then Chrift 
in moſt Ages of the World ; that is, 
more have ſ{uffercd for doing the De-. 
vils works, and fulfiling his Luſts. 
then for the {ervice of Chriſt. How 
mary are there that ſuffer impriſon- 
ment,baniſhment, los of goods, yea, 


_ of life, for Injuſtice, Oppreflion , 


Murther, Adultery , Sedition , and 
other fins? And I have oft thought 
it might be a great comfort to one 
1mpritoned for the cauſe of Religion, 
for Chritts ſake, to think he might 

| have 
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have ſuffered the ſame for his fin, it 
he had been left to his luſts as others 5 
or for his miſery, for Debt and Po- 
verty, whereas now he ſuffers the- 
ordinary lot of mankinde, in ſuch a 
gauſe, on ſuch au occaſion, as it ſhall 
prove his greateſt advantage , God 
rewarding ſo bountifully, whatever 
a ,man undergoes for his ſake, both 
with preſent ſpiritual comforts, and 
tuture evcrlatiing glory . 

Laſtly, experience may be object- 
cd againſt all that I have faid, it be- 
ing obſerved, that the followers of 
Chriſt have the leaſt ſhare ordinari- 
ly in the things of the World. But 
I anſwer to this, It is not becauſe Re- 
ligion is any way prejudicial to mens 
worldly Eſtates, but becauſe God in 
his free and wiſe Providence doth 
tor the moſt part chooſe the poor of 
the World tv be the Heirs of his 
Kingdom , both that he may con- 
found the wiſdom of men, and ſtain 
the pride of their glory , choohing 
contrary to mans ordinary judge- 
ment and choice; and alſo becauſe 
out of his bounty he is pleaſed to 


give many a portion 1n thzs life, to 
whom 


\ 42 Thechief Intereſt of Mans, or, 

vvhom he intends none hercatter. 
Further, hovvever God doth not 
many times give his-children {uper- 
Auities, he ordinarily provides for 


their neceſſities : and many may, | 


make David's oblervation , thatthey, 


bave not ſeen the righteous forſaken, nor. | 


bis ſeed begging their bread. Yea, I | 


may adde, as Pſal. 37. 16. A little 
that a rightcow man hath, - is better 
then great treaſures of many wicked >. 
becaule he is fatished vvith vyhat he 
hath. 

The vanity of the creature pro- 
ceeds from the vanity of mens minds: 
vyhen men vvill make the creature 
their. chief happineſs , they muſt 
needs hnde 1t vanitie end vexation 
of ſpirit, becauſe it doth not anſ{vver 
their expectations from it 3 they 
looking ior more from it , then ever. 
God-pucinit. But.a godly man ha- 
ving ſomething elſe. for . his chicf 
good , vvhich is ſuthcient to fill his 
molt enlarged delires, and to anfvver 
the higheſt expeRations that. he can 
have trom it 3. -he makes uſe of. the 
creature onely for the .end to which 
God hath appointed it, to ſupply his 
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A Diſcourſe of Religion. 43 
ſupply his bodily neceilities, to be a 
Viaticum in this his Pilgrimage to- 
wards heaven ; which end it 1s (uf- 
ficient to: anſwer : ſo that there 1s 
none can rejoyce and taxe pleaſure 
in the creature more then a godly 
mans | 


SECT. 


44. The chief Intereſt of Man or, 
SECT. V. 


The influence which Reliczion | 
| hath even upon our bodies; 
how far it conduceth to 
our health, Diſeaſes of 
the body ordinarily proceea 
from the diſtempers of the 
Soul, That Temperance, 
Diligence in our Gallings, 
and Moderation of our 
Paſſions, which- the Goſpel 
requires and teaches, is 
the beſt Remedy againſt 
them. 


He next intereſt of man, which 

. I ſhall ſpeakof, doth yet more 
nearly concern him, and that 1s 
Health ; which is not onely, as one 
calls it, the Paradiſe of all ſenſual 
pleaſures , whercin they grow and | 
flourith 3 but the Salt that ſeaſons all 
our worldly comforts, without which 
we can find very little favour in themz. 
yea, are not onely incapable of enjoy- 


ing 
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ing all other things, but of enjoy- 
ing our {clves3 yea, the want of it 
niakes us as unable to do good, as, 
to cnjoy good, but onely as we may 
be cz1mples of Faith and Patience to 
other: 
ov though Religion chiefly con- 
Ce1'33 tne Soul, and (cerns to have lit- 
tic influence on mens bodies, yet I 
wii: conhdently athrm ( what may 
ſeem a Paradox to many) that the 
Precepts of Cuiritt , well obſerved , 
would 1 _— as many from Dicaſcs, as 
his Mirzclcs 3 they would prevent as 
many %icales, as his miracles cured. 
How 1tany are there whoſe bodies 
arc hll:d with the fins of their ſouls, 
which tncy have tired and worn out 
in the ſervice of their inſatiable luſts ! 
which are like furious Riders, that 
tirc out their b-afts they ride on, be- 
fore they be tized themicIves. Though 
men arc not preicntly {eniible of 
decays in their healca by Riot, 
Drunkenneſs, and fuch like fins; 
they lay in daily tae ſecds or thoſe 
diſeaſes which many groan under 
in their old age, thouga others feel 
tacm ſooner, We ordinarily fay, 
that. 
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that Exceff kills more then the Sword: 
By Exceſi, vve are not one]y to undcr- 
Rand cating and drinking to Surteit 
and Drunkenneſs , or till Nature be 
ſo oppreſſed , that it diſchargeth it 
ſelf of its burden 3 but vvhen men 
make their Appetite, not thcir Rea- 
ſon, the meaſure of their allowance. 
It vvould require the skill ot a Phy- 
fician, to enumerate the Diſeaſes 
vyhich are the cftes of mens tins : 
but every one may cafily obſerve, 
that the ordinary Rules vvaich the 
beſt Phyficians preſcribe for the pre- 
{crvation of Health, require nothing 
more then Temperance and Exerciſe. 
The tormer , Religion fſirictly en- 
Joyns 3 and though it do not require 
the later. as ſuch, or under ſuch a no- 
fion , yet in efic& it requires 1t of 
mo{t,commanding diligence in mens 
Caiings, and condemning Idlencfſs, 
vvhich 1s the ſource of {fo many dif- 
ealcs, as daily experience vvill e- 
vince It —_ obvious to the obſer- 
vation of ail, that Health is the poor 
Mans priv1: edge, and Sc! 22efl moſt 
vvho live 
in Idlcucts 3 though they have many 
other 
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other advantages above the poor, for 
the preſervation of their health. 
Belides thoſe two cauſes of Sick- 
neſs, there 1s a third, vvhich Religion 
doth remove, or at lealt correct.z and 
that 1s, inordinate Paſſions , ſuch as 
Anger, Fear, Sorrow, Envie .z vvhich 
have a very 1nulignant influence up- 
on the body : and there is ſcarce any 
thing vvhich tends fo miich to the 
poizing, ard balancing of the nu- 
mours of the body, (vvhici is {ſo ne- 
ceſlary for the prieicrvation of the 


Health) as a vvell-conpo:;od temper 
of Minde , and calnin.(s and quiet- 
neſs of the Soul 3 vvuaica Religion. 


doth not onely teach , but (vvhich is 
more) doth in a great "main cftcct5 

and therein excceds the Morals of 
Philoſopacrs,as vve thall in duc place 
more fully lee. 
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SECT. VI. 


Religion forbids us n0t any 
pleaſures which are agree- 


able to Nature, Reaſon, or | 


m1ns own 'ntereſt. None 
can more freely enjoy pleas 
ſures ther a godly man. 


Here is yet another thing 


which many account their great | 


intereſt (and their great prejudice 


againſt Relipion 15,that they conceive * 
It inconhliltcnt tncrewith ) and that | 
Now if we take Pleas | 
fare ina large ſenſe, as it 15 taken 1n | 
Seripturez that inward Joy , Coins | 


1s Pleaſure. 


fort and Satisfaction wich accom- | 


panies a holy Lite, and thoſe ever- 


Iafting pleaſures at Gods right hand, 


which a holy Lite leads to, will fall 
afterwards under conſideration. And 
as for thoſe bodily pleaſures, which in 
this place are chictly intended, Reli- 
gion doth not at all forbid them, 
nor deprive a man of them; and it 
IS an unjuſt calumny of {ome, _ 
| Go 
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God hath put inclinations into mans 
nature to ſuch things as he hath for- 
bidden him , and that this is the 
chief canſe of ſo much fin in the 
world : But theſe men know not 
what ſpirit they are of. It was the 
{ſuggeſtion of the devil to man 1n 
Paradiſe, that God (as if he had en- 
vyed mans happineſs ) had laid a 
reſtraint on them,to keep them trom 
that which ( as the devil would per- 
ſwade them ) he knew might bet- 
ter their condition, and advance 
them to an equalitie with himſclt 3 


' as if it had been a ſmall matter, that 


he had allowed them ſuch liberty to 
enjoy all the pleaſures of Paradile, 
and to cat of all the fruit of it, ſave 
onely that in the midſt of the Gar- 
den. But they received a jult re- 
compenſe , for believing the Devil 
rather then God. It is the ſame ſpi- 
rit which now perſwades men that 
God hath dealt hardly with us, to 
interdict us the enjoyment of that 
wherein we might fhnde ſuch plea- 
ſure and ſatisiiction 3 whereas he 
hath rather muautctied_his goodnels 

D to 
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+ but rather wonder that there ſhould 


Reaſon, and turning us into Þrifes | 
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to man , 1n that he hath put into him 
ſuch inclinations, as he may take 
pleaſure in thoſe things which are 
neceflary tor the propagation of the 
$pectes, or for the conſervation of the 
Tadividuals of Mankinde : and he | 
doth not forbid our pleaſure in theſe, 
but onely foroids Gluttony and Drun- 
kenneſi, which 1s exceſs 1n the: uſe of 
meats and drinksand Adwltery, which 
is the miſ-placing of thete defires 
which he hath provided tor the ſa- 
tisfaction of man without fin : and 
we have no cauſe to complain of 
Gods bounding of us in thele things, 


be any need of any Laws to forbid 
ſuch irreguiarities therein 3 as we 
ſhould wonder that any ſhould make 
Laws ſtrictly to forbid men to burn 
their own houſes, to cut their own 
fleſh, to-drink Poyſon , 1t we conti- 
der the miſchicts that enſue upon 
our exceeding the limits which God 
hath ſet us in theſe things, in impai- ' 
ring our Hcalth, waſting our Eſtates, 

{taining our Honour , breeding dil- 

cords in Fanyltcs., depriving us of 
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expoſing us ſometimes to Mans rage, 


' ſometimes to the penalty of Humane 


Laws. In ſhort; God hath not one- 
ly provided for the ſupply of our 
neceſſities, but for our delight and 
comfort, Pſal.104+-15« 

Secondly, Religion allows a man 
to enjoy and take comfort in theſe 
things vvhich God hath giver us, 
Eccles 2. 24, 25, 26+ 5+ I8. 9.7,8,9. 
Yea, requires we ſhould rejoyce in 
them, Dexut.12.7. I2- 18. Cafe 14s 
26+ Caſ-I6+I1,14+ C4Þ-26.11s 

Thirdly , there is none can take 
more pleaſure in theſe things then a 
Chriftian : Eccles 2. 25. Solomon 
might haſten as much as any to ſuch 
pleaſure , not ſo much as he was a 
King, and had all things in abun- 
dance but as he was a good man,and 


in the favour of God, Eccles 9.7. But 


this I have elſewhere to.ched,Sect.4e 
and Sect. $. 

If any account it hard to be re- 
ſtrained irom #114tural pleaſures , L 
may fay as Foaſh of Baal, Judg.6.31- 
Wii! you plead for thele ? He #hat wil 
plead for thife, let him preſently be pus 
t3 death. Hc that cannot content 
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himſelf with moderate pleaſures, with- 


out Exceſf, let him go and learn of 


brute beaſts , that will not eat and 
drink to Gluttony and Drunkenneſs. 


He that cannot ſatisfie himſelf , un- 


le(s he may wholly proſtitute himſelf | 


to pleaſure, and ſpend his whole time 
therein, as if he were put into the 


world, as the Leviathan into the ſea, 


to play therein, Plal.104. 26. let him 
learn of a Heathen, who would ſay, 
He 3s not worthy the name of a man, 
that would ſpend a whole day in plea- 
ſure. So that Religion reltrains us 
no more 1m the ule of Pleaſurcs, then 
Nature, Reaſon, or our own Intcreſt 
reſtrains us 3 but rather teacheth us 
how we may cnjoy them more pure 
and refined , without any ſting of 
Guilt, or chcck of Conſcience, which 
may allay the ſweetneſs of them. 
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SECH VII. 


The advantage which we have 
by Religion in reſpe@ of 
our Souls, Firſt, in being 
thereby reſtored to the image 
of God, and that ſjiritual 
beauty which hath been de- 


faced by ſin. 


Now come yet nearer to our ſelves, 
| to that Divine part whereby we 
hold intelligence with the uppex 
World , have our Converſation in 
Heaven, with God and Anygels 3 to 
theſe, our bodies are but as a box, a 
calc to a precious Jewel : and the ad- 
vantages which 1 have hitherco (po+= 
ken of, are not worthy to be compa- 
red with theſe that Godlinels brings 
to the ſoul.. And I will fxr!t ſpeak 
of what a Godly man hath thereby in 
enjoyment and poſſeſſion, then of what 
he hath in hopes and reverſtons 
And I will begin with the Refto- 
, ation of man to the condition from 
which þe. tell ,. or the rexewing of the 
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&4. The chief Intereſt of man”, 'or, 
5mage of God im him. To have ſeen 
that great Monarch, Dan. 4. in the 
greateſt glory, pridfng himſelf in his 
Majeſtic , and after to have ſeen him 
not onely deveſted of his glory , de- 
graded from his dignity , but depri= 
ved of his Reaſon, and putting on 
the manners of Bcaſts of the held, 
and converling among them, would 
have moved a mans compaſlion 3 


* though he, it 1s likely , was no more 


ſenſible of his own tunhappincſs, (be- 
ing bereaved of Humanity ) then 
thoſe in the Fable , that being by the 
Enchantments of Czrce turned into 
Beaſts, diſdained the offer of Ulyſſes 
to have them reſtored to their for- 
mer ſhape 3 being debaſed in their 
ſouls, as well as metamorphoſed in 
their bodies, and {o not underſtand- 
ang the felicity of the Rational lite : 
but ſuch were the more to be pitied, 
by how much the lefs they could pi- 
tic themſelves. This 1s the condi- 
tion of Mankinde. We are all of a 


\ good houle, well deſcended, of a no- | 
le Stock, and divine Original 3 but | 
7 are fallen into decay , have loſt the, 


Luſtre of that Family trom which we 
Came, 
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came, ( being the oft- -{pring of God) 
and we are become like the beaſts 
which periſh, Flal. 49. 21- So ſome 
undertiand that place , Man being in 
honour continued not , foon fell from 
his eſtate of dignity and happinels, 
and became brutiſh in his know- 
ledge and affections. Satan,that old 
Magician, by his Enchantments hath 
bewitchcd us trom that wherein we 
were at hrlt created, into the form of 
Bealts 3 fo that Men are becorhe Li- 
ONS , tor rage , cruclty, oppreſſion } &. 
Foxes, tor ſubiuity In evl} 3 Swine, 
for hlthincſ(s and unclcanneſs 3 Dogs, 
for envie and ma'ice 3 Wolves, tor. 
raPine 3 Yea; as the wild aſſes colt, tor 
folly and ftupidicy. The Scripture 
accounts it neither incrvility nor ca- 
lamny, te deſcribe ten by ſuch com- 
peilationss Now 1t 1s onely true 
Godlinets, and that Regeneration, 
( which miſerable Mau doth as little 
underſtand, and as much dclpte , as 
thole even now mentioned aid tile 
offer of Viyſſes ) which mutt rettore 
us to our former ſtate. The Goſpel 
(as a ſpiritual Charm ) brings us to. 
that ſhape and form which our firſt . 
D 4 Pane 


= 
_—_ mee _—_ m_ 


63 The chief Intereſt of Man's or, 


Parents loſt. And though poor ig- 
norant men neither underitand their 
deformity , nor that Beauty of holi- 
nc{s which adorns the ſouls of thoſe 
who are renewed according to the 
image of God , ( as the Jews deſpi- 
f:d Chritt, and efteemed him not, as 
ſceing no form nor comeline(s in 
him , though he was to thole who 
had a ſpiritual diſcerning, and an eyc 
of faith to {ce that divine excellencie 
and perfection that was in him, the 
chiefejt of te; thouſcad, and altogether 
lovely ) yet there is an inward beau- 
ty of the ſoul, obvious onely to the 
eyes of God, that regards the hidder 
man of the heart, and thole who have 
a ſpiritual diſcerning to diſcern ſpi- 
ritual things, which (as the beauty of 
the outward man conlifts in co!our, 
proportion, and perfection of parts) 
ſtands in a due regard of every fa- 
culty and affection of the ſoul to its 
proper objec, and a juſt ſubordina- 
tion to each other 3 the ſuperiour ir- 
radiated by a divine light, to judge of 
every thing as the matter requires, 
and accordingly to command the in- 
fcriour, which by an ob{ſequious ſub- 
jection 


m__ 
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jection-yiclds to the authority , and 
executes the commands of the fupe- 
rior, ( and 1s not like a bone out of 
joint, which 1s not ſubject to the 
commands of the locomotive faculty) 
and the whole tinctured with a Di- 
vine holineſs, juſtice and goodneſs. 
It would be a {ad {pectacle to behold 
a man bowed together, that he could 
not look up, his cycs cloſed up with 
hlthy putrid matter, his lips black; . 
and (wellcd as if they were poyſoneds 
his breath ſtinking, to the offence of 
all that come near him 3 lame of his 
feet, that he could not go, his bowels 
hanging out 3 in a word, from head. 
to foot full of bruiſes end putrifying 
ſcres : thus is man by nature to the 
cyes of God, bowed down to the 
carth, minding earthly things 3 his 
underltanding darkned, and the eyes 
thereof cloſed by vile and corrupt af- 
fections 3 his lips breaking out with 
hlthy communication, as it the poy= 
fon of Aſps .were under them 3 his- 
throat like an open SeÞulchre, fend- 
ing forth {uct unſavory diſcourſe as. 
is oftenhive to pure cars 3 that knows 
not how to.tread a right ſtep 1n the 
M4 WAY» 
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way of Gods commandments; void 
of the bowels of pity and compaſlionz 
and the plague of his hcart, ( his na- 
tural in-bred corruption ) breaking 
forth daily into ſinful actions, which 
are as ſo many botches and ſores to 
render a man loathſom in the fight 
of God, to whom our inward man 
is as naked and open, as our outward 
man to eycs of fleſh. A torm of God- 
line(s, and the paint or varniſh of an 
outward profefſion, may help to con-. 
ceal ſome ot this deformity trom the 
eyes of Man ; but it is only that Foxy- 
2ain ſet open to the houſe of David, aud 
the inhabitants of Jcruſalem to waſh 
7n, for fin,and for uncleanneſs,that will 
reſtore to Man his primitve ſound- 
nels and beauty, as Naamans ileih by 
waſhing in Jordan was reftorcd as 
the fleſh of a young Child. Th:is is 
the immediate eftc&t of Regenerati- 
on 3 and though the work is not per- 
tected at once as to degrees, yet it vill 
be as the light zþat ſhines clearer and 
clearer till the perfect day, we being 
eransformed daily more and more into 
the image of God from Glary to Glory by 
his S{1!tts 

SECT, 
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Tranquillityof mind the pri- 
viledge of the God!y Man. 
' A due ordering of the af- 
fe@ions, not a Stoical Apa- 
thy,neceſſary thereto. Peace 
of Conſcience unknown to 
the Heathen Philoſophers, 
and attainable only by 
true Religion. Objedions 
grounded onthe moroſeneſs, 
and inward troubles of 
Chriſtians, anſwered. 


He next advantage of the Saul 
KL in this World by Godlinels, is 
Tranquility of Mind, whereby a man 
1s exempted from the -1mportumty of 
inordinate paſſions, and trom tae te- 
cret ( though ſevere ) laſhes ot an 'ac- 
cnting terrifymg, Conſfeicnce, wich 
wound deeper than Scorpions. 11s . 
the Phil»ſopbers cry up as {Ee tum ora. 
happy hte 3 but woat 1s faid of 04ppt- 
neſs in general, 1 may appiy to ws 
part of It ; Philoſophy ſeeks it, Theo- 
| logy ; 
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logy findes it , but Religion poſſeſieth - 


it. As Paul told the Athenians, he de- 
clared unto them him whom they igno- 
rantly worſhipped: (o the Chriſtian dil- 
covers that which theHeathenMor ali? 
blindly purſues: bat it is only theGo4ly 
ma#u,who hath h1s ſoul throughly tin- 
ctured with true grace, that enjoys 
this tranquillity 3 and hereby I mzan a 
ſdate calmneſs of aftections,wherchy 
a man is freed from the terrors of an 
accuſing Conſcience, and from the 
1mpetus and violence of unruly paſſi- 
ons, which make him as the troubled 
ſea , caſting up continually mire, and 
dirt z dilcovering in the ctie&ts of ſuch 
vile affections, the fiithineſſe that lies 
Ceep in the bottom of their hearts, (6 
foaming out their own ſhame. Thele 
luſts ( like the devil in the poor man, 
that caſt him ſometimes into the fire, 
and ſometimes into the water, or 


made him cut himic!'f with 1tones )- 


hurry men With violence, {ometime 
into one extream , lonictimes into 
another, and make them pierce them- 
ſelves through with many ſorrows, aud 
make dreadtul wounds and gaſhes in 
th.ir own Conſciznces 3 ruſhing them 
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into a thorſand dangers, as.the nnru- 
ly horſe doth the Rider into the bat- 
tel. But Ihave already faid enough 
ct the diſcalcs, quarrels, and other in- 
conveniences, that rreus fins ſubject 
th:m to which are bu: the fulfilling 
Of thelg importunate Luſts , which 
w1ll never let a man reſt, but are con= 
tinually ſolliciting for fatisfaction , 
and can nevcr be latished , but en- 
large themſclves continuallyzas Hell 3 
and thoſe flethly lutts do not only wa: 
againſt the ſoul, but zz the ſoul againſt 
on? another : this 15 our unhappineſs, 
that we mult ierve divers Jutts; fo 
that a man 1s not only ( as one com- 
pares him ) like a fervant in an Tnne, 
where there are many Gueſts , ſome 
calling with importunity one way, 
ſome another, ſome up ftairs, ſome 
down 3 but like thoſe that live on the 
Frontiers of a Kingdom , bordering 
upon the Territories of another 
Frince, or betwixt two Garriſons in a 
civil War his (ſervice is required of 
both, he knows not whom to obey 3 
both require more taxes than he 
knows how to pay : thus is miſerable 


man tortured, while he 1s a flave to 
* - his 
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his kafts 3 one calls one way, another 
calls another way 5 Pride puts him 
upon one thing, Covetouſmeſi counter- 
mands 3 Senſuality calls him another 
way, Pride reclaims, and tells him it 
will ſtain his reputation, ſpot his ho- 
Nour. : 

Now for frecing a man from this 
baſeſt Slavery , the Goſpel is much 
more eftectual then all the precepts 
of Morality , as- 1t more clearly lays 
before us the expre(s commands, and 
peremptory will and plcaſure of the 
Sovcraign Law-giver 3 as it inforceth 
theſe vvith promiſes and threatnings 
of ſuch things as there 1s either a 
deep filence of amongſt the Philoſo- 
phers , or vvhich at leaſt they deſcry 
but at a great diſtance-, and ſeem to 
make ſome imperfect diſcovery of 3 
vvhich the Goſpel doth evidently de- 
monſirate. And, vvhich' is more. 
then all this, thcre doth a fpirit of 
like and power accompany the Go- 
{pcl vvhere it is received , vyhich 
changeth the foul into another form 
there 15 a divine nature thereby com- 
municated, vvhereby men become as 
it yyere new creatures, have new 

| thoughts, 


ADiſcourſe of Religions 63 
thoughts,and new attectiousz where- 
by they now {avour the things of the 
ſpirit , as bhcy did before the things 
of the fleſh. The old man is morti- 
fied by the ſpirit 3 that, as in old-age 
deſire fails , ( as vve have a proof in 
Barzillai , that taſted not the ſweet- 
neſs of the creatures, as formerly) ſo 
vvhen a mans lutis are mortihed , he 
hath not a delire atrer forbidden ya=- 
nitics, and the plcatures of fin, as 
formerly. Philoſophy indced hath 
one Polemo to boaſt of, ( and he re- 
claimed onely from thoſe groſs extra- 
vagancies vvhiich the light of Nature 
condemns.and vvhich are dettructive 
to mens Honour and Intereſt ) but 
the Goſpel thouſands, vvhole na- 
tures have been fo changed by its 
power , that they have become 
quite other perſons 3 and taken off 
from thoſe more ſecret and ſpiritual 
evils, vvhich bring upon men no 
preſent outward inconvenience 3 
vyhich the eye of man cannot dif- 
cover, nor the hand of man cor- 
ret. And vvhatever Morality can 
furniſh us vvith to perſwade, the Go- 
{(pel hath the ſame in greater evi- 

dence, 


| 


— > 4 > — 
. eee a ee HR in EONS 


Cate ea dem Ee ET ro OT owERoI——_—S_ __ |= og - 
- : ' - BS en 


a4 
4, 


64 The chief Intereſt of man y of, 
dence, and much more. Beſides, a 


Chriſtian may more truly ſay of the 
Goſpel, then one ſaid of Philoſophy, 
He thereby learns to want what others 
enjoy 3- not that any man hath more 
p:caſure, or fhindes more content 1n 
vvhat he poſlefleth, then the Chriſti- 
an, that hath all {\weetned to him by 
the favour of God, and knows that 
it 1s not his onely portion , that it 
{hall not be faid to him , as to others 
vyhen they die., JW to you , you have 


received your conſolation but he doth. 


not diſquict himſclt vvith the detire 
of more then God hath given him : 
and it is better to be content vvith a 


little, then to have much, and not to. 
be ſatisfied : better to enjoy pertect. 


health, and cat and drink no more 


then Nature requires, then to be trou-. 


bled vvith the BvawuGOr , or Appetitus 


Caninus,and be continually eating ; or. 


a Dropſie,and be always drinking. So 
for thoſe natural evils vvhich are the 


objects of our fear and ſorrow , as. 


they are future and foreſeen , or pre- 


ſent and felt, the Chriſtian hath the. 


advantage of all others for bearing 
them 3 not onely as Hope, Patience, 
Meek- 
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Meekneſs are the fruits of the Spirit, 
which he works by that ſpecial pawer 
& energie which he puts forth in Gods 
choſen ones 3 but as the Goſp2l doth 
furniſh him with moral arguments 
nxica more cftetual to perlwade to 
patiunce, then any that are learned in 
the Schools of the Philoſophers 3 as, 
Tt is in vain to be troubled at what we 
caimot belp : All good hath a mixture 
of” evil, and all evil hath a mixture of 
good: There is a viciſitude of fortunes, 
fo that i adverſity a man may hope 
that proſperity will ſucceed « We ſhould 
conſider the condition of others, who ſuf- 
fer the like things with our ſelves < 
Bearing afflitions , will harden us to 
undergo them better : ( as Iron grows 
harder by being oft heated in the fire) 
Sometimes injuries prove advantagions 
| to thoſe who ſuffer them. Thele and 
{uch-like rational conliderations may 
help to correct the excc{s of mens 
paſlions 3 but it 15 onely the Goſpel 
which dilcovers the care and lingular 
love of God to his people in all the 
evils that betal them 3 he being with 
them, {ympariizing with them, (ſo 
tar as is conhiſtent with ens 

alc 
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and periection )' ordering all things 
by. his wiſc and powerful Providence, 
fitting as a Reiner, while he Caſts his 
Gold and Silver into the Furnace to 
purihe it, ordering all things tor the 
good of his caolen : this may make us 
not only patient in tribulation., but 
to:glory in it 3 not only to conquer 1n 
our ſufferings, but to be: more then 
Conquerors. 


Indeed all that aſſume to them- 


{clves the title of Chriſtians , enjoy 
not this zranguiliity > for many arro- 
gate this tov themſelves , which be- 
longs not to them : thoſe that are 
Chriſtians indeed, attain to this but 
by degrees, none are abſolutely per- 


fect in this life 3 and perfect peace of | 


mind 15 not an abſolute freedom trom 
all paſſhon, not an apathy, but trax- 
quillitas ordinis, when every aftection 
keeps its own place, and doth its pro- 
per work. When Fezsr is thc Souls 
Centinel, to warn it of approaching 
danger , that buing torewarncd , it 
may he fore-armed 3 when Sorrow 1s 
the texxper of the Soul, or the ballaſt 
of it, to Keep it ſteady 3 Angercos For- 
titudiny © ingenii,the mettle of it, to 
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fit it for ation and the Oyle of Glad- 
neſs, making the face to thine and. 
being as marrow to the bones, make- 
ing our converſation more acceptable 
and agrecable unto others, our -hife 


' more pleating and comfortable to our 


ſelves. 

But that whercin a Chriſtian hath 
the greatett advantage , 1s Peace of 
Conſcience : the 1nportunate ſollicita- 


tions of Satan and vur own Lutts to 


the commulion of tin, are not fo diſ- 
quicting to the Soul, as the rebukes 
and clamors of Conſcience after the 
commillion of it. The Devil is a 
meer Trapan, that draws men into a 
Plot againſt Heaven 3 and when he 
hath cnſnared them, is the firlt that 
accuſeth them 3 follicites men inpor- 
tunately to fin by the ſtrongett entice- 
ments , afterwards aftrights their 
Conlſciences , by aggravating their 
guilt to chem : z and this 15 a preoccupa= 
tz9n of Hell, as peace of conſcience,and 
joy 1n the Holy Ghoſt, 15 the hirit- 
truits and tore-taſte of Heaven. AS 
Vertuc is its aw reward, fo {in 15 1ts 
own pumlhments gult tollows fin, 
as the thadow doth the body, haunt- 

wg 
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ing the ſinner like a hideous ghoſt,and 
continually terrifying him. It is true. 
many do not feel theſe terrors 3 but it 
15 not through any true ſetled peace 


that they have,but only a ſenſlefs ſtu- 


pid ignorance of their own danger : 


they are like a man aſleep on the top 


of a Maſt 3 do but awake them to ſee 
their danger,6c it is enough to affright 
them into the infernal abyſs. While 
they £0 on quietly in ſ{in,they are but 
as a man which hath brib*d the Ser- 
jeant,which doth not pay his debt,nor 
ſ{ccure him againſt Arrettszhis debt in- 
creaſcs 1t11], and he will have more to 
pay when he is arreſted.It's not aMcr- 
chants putting oft the melancholick 
thoughts of his debts,by pleaſures and 
divertiſcments, that will always quiet 
his mindzhe doth but beguile himiclf, 
and increaſe his debt 3 it 15 the acquit- 
tance of his Creditor that can only f{e- 
ctire him. This ishecaſe of many.,that 
when they are haunted,as Sar},by the 
evil ſpirit of an accuting conſ{cience,as 
he had multick to quict his minde,they 
muſt have ſomething to divert their 
thoughts from ſuch dil{quieting6e tor- 
mcnting objectszbut theſe are but like 

Opir 
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Opiates,which may ſtupihe for a time, 
and free from pains, but do nothing to 
the cure of the diſeaſe. It is onely the 
blood of Chriſt that can ſprixkle our 
hearts from an evil conſcience,cleanſe our 
conſciences from dead workgzonly ap ef- 
fectual faith that applies this blood to 


* the Conſcience. So that the Heathen 


Fhiloſophcrs by all thuir preſcriptions 
could never quict the Confciences of 
ſinners; all that peace that they had, 
was only from ignorance of the ſevere 
10cxorablz juſtice of God, which will. 
never pardon {in without fatisfa&tion, 
and never be ſatisfied but by the ſuffe- 
rings of clus Chriſt)and the nature of 
the covenant of grace,or the condition 
of the Gofp2l, that none ſhould have 
any benzft by Jeſus Chriſt, but thoſe 
who are united with him by an effe- 
Etual faith, which produccth the fruits 
of holineſs,in a blamelc(s upright con- 
verlation : fo that as the bloud of 
Chriſt is the cauſe of our reconcihiati- 
on with God,by faith and holineſs we 
actually partake and are aſſured of 
the frizics nereof:all thele therctore are 
in ſeverai zeſp:&ts neceſſary to true 
peace of: Conticience, Morality there- 
1OIC 
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fore can never teach a right way and 
means of it, to which the righteoul- 
nc{5 of faich oo an hidden myſtery. 
The !voſe prophane Chriſtian can ne- 
ver attain it, while his converiation 15 
evidently inconſitrent with that true 
faith and Goſlpci-fincerity, which is 
abſolutcly required ot ail that will be 
ſaved : and however they may Hatter 
or cheat themſelves 11:0 a vain pre- 
(amption, or ihut then yes that they 
may not {ce their danger 3 thcy are 


_ continually obnoxious to the affrights 


and alarms of fuch places of Scrip- 
ture, aS alin, That without hulixeſs 
nene ſhall ſee God, Toni if we live af- 
ter the fleſh, we ſhall! aye , That the 


Gate #s flrait, and the way narrow;that 


leads to life, and there are few that 
finae it 3 That many ſhall ſeek ta enter, 
and ſhall ot be able : That if any will 
be Chrifts Diſciple, be muſt deny bim- 
ſelf; and take up his Croſs and follow 
him : That whoever ſayes be knows 
God, ad * Reep's not by Commandments, 
67 that be hath communion with God, 
and walks in darbpeſ7, # a lyar, and 
the ruth i not in him : That whoever 

ſeems to be Religious, and bridieth nt 
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bis tongue, bis Religion # vain : That 


be that loves father,or mother, or wife, 
or children , or houſe , or lands , more 
then Chriſt, is not worthy of him. Be- 
fides others clearly importing, that a 


man may have much knowledge, and 


his judgement ſo far convinced, as to 
approve ot the bett things 3 may be 
much in holy dutics, take delight in 


them. hear the Word with joy-, do 


many things which he hears , be 
blamele(s as to hls outward carriage 3 
ard yct be an hypocrite. So that 
without daily exerciting our ſelves to 
Godlinels, and a {irict watch over all 
our ways, it 15 1mpoſlivle to maintain 
a {etl:d wcell-grounded peace of con- 
{C1ence. | | 

It any objc&, that there arc none 
more diſqireted in their confciences, 
then thole that make the greateſt 
ſhew of. Religion 3 none more me- 


lancholick and morole 1m tneir con- 


verſacion : I may an{wer, Soltd joy is 
a ſcrions thing , (as Seneca could lay :) 
It i5 407 Mott ſeen in a forced laugh- 
ter aud joility, WHICH 15 as thorus 11- 
der 4 pot, Eccles 7. 6. that for the 
Prutcot nike a great Roitc and blaze, 

but 
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but neither heat nor laſt : In the mzdjt 
of it. the heart, many times, z ſorrow- 
ful , and the end of it is beavineſs 3 
and, as the heart knows its own ſor- 
row, the ſtranger intermedleth not with 
7ts joy. Therc is that comfort with- 
in, which every one cannot obſerve. 
A Godly man necds not have his 
heart revived with wine, and ſtrong 
drink, and merry company , like a 
ſick man, that is forced continually to 
have his ſpirits kept up with Cordi- 
als : he hath that within, winch 15 
better to him then Wine and Muſick. 
Ft is true , Godly mcn have more in- 
ward conflicts in their Conſcicnces 
then others but this proceeds from 
the ſenſe that they have of their 
own danger 3 as they ſay, Wiſdom 
arms miſery againſt it ſelf 3 that. 1s, 
diſcovering the evils that vvEare ob- 
NOX10US to, makes a man more tune- 
rous and ſuſpicious 3 vvhiles fools go 
07 ans; 502 ſmiſhed, vvithout any fear 
or danger®*z £0 ON as an ox to the 


ſfanghicr, a fool 10 the ſtocks, a bird to 


the ſnare, and knows not that it is for 


ber life. It 1s tinie for a man that. 


KNOWS , it he be not ſet xpon the rock, 
that 


| 
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that i higher then himſelf, if he be 
not upon that ſure Foundation , Je- 
ſus Chriſt, he hangs by the ſmall 
thread of a boil lite, over the bot- 
tomleſs pit, to look about him , and. 
make his caliing and election ſure. 
Again, the greater eſtcem any one 
hath of heavenly things, the mote 
careful he is to make fſureeot them 
the more fearful to be decerved about 
them : (Tarda ſolet magais rebus in 
eſſe fides.)) And further,wiicn Satan, 
who before kept all things in pcace, 
{ces himſelf in danger ot being diſ- 
poſſeſſed, he rageth the more 3 as he 
rent the poor man out of whom he 
was caſt, almolt to death. And God 
gives him leave ſometimes to win=- 
now his deareſt children ,, for their 
trial. But for the moſt part, God lea- 
veth them to fuch diſquierment of 
{pirit, and terrours of conſcience, for 
{onie fin which they have fallen into, 
(as inDavid's cale )& then their trous 
ble is not becauſe of their piety , but 
of their defect in it. Or elſe it is 
betore he intends to raiſe them to 
ſome great eminencie, or fill them 


with ſome extraordinary joy ; as we 


[2 ITiay 
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may obſerve , where men have bcen 
raiſed exceeding; high , their fonnda- 
cion hath been laid very low in ſome 
deep abaſement 3 and fo God brings 
them as a king out of priſon to reign : 
ang ordinarily when God lays his 
pcople low , either by extraordinary 
eutward a{flitions, or inward tem- 
ptations , %e doth recompenſe them 
for it by thoſe inward conſolations 
which are the fore-taſtes of heaven -; 
hence procceds that joy the Apoltle 
ſpeaks of , which is #nfpeakable, and 
Full of glory > which he that hath ta- 
Red the (weetneſs of it would not 
want, tobe exempted from all thoſe 
temptations and tryals which he hath 
been exerciſed with. The peace of 
wicked men is but an agreement with 
bell, which ſhall be diſannlled ; a co- 
wenant with aeath, which ſhall be bro- 
hen , as the mirth of a drunken man, 
who whilſt his ſpirits are raiſed, fegls 
not his wounds , but afterwards feels 
the ſmart of them , when his Reaſon 


returns to him. That will be the 
woful end of the carnal mans (ecu- 


rity 3 if he be laid in the bonds or 


tetters of aſflictious, and fo come to 


Wer 


Ws... 
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himſelf , and feel the wounds which 
he hath by ſn made in his own con- 
ſcience , he 1s a Magor-miſſabib, ter- 


'rour round about :' that is the realſan 


of ſuch horrour many times on fick 


beds 3 which yet is better then to,be 


huſhed afleep by the charming plea- 
ſares of ſin, and not awake till he be 
amidſt the everlaſting flames. - So 
that we may ſay with the Prophet, 
The work of righteouſneſs * peace, and 
the effef of righteouſneſi quietneſi and 
aſſurance for ever. 1t is onely by the 
righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt , unpu» 
ted to us by faith, that we have peace 
with God , and ſo peace of conſci- 
ence,which is as a continual feaſt,daily 
to entertain us 3 as a brazen wall, al- 
ways to ſecure us 3; that we' may als 
ways finde that within , wherewith 
we may folace our ſelves , and necd 
not fear that' any thing ſhall diſturb 
or diſquiet the tranquillity which we 
have in our wn ſouls. 
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SECT. I X, 


The Ds which Godly men F 
have after this life,the chief 

' advantage of Religion, The 
--Ibbebitders thereof demon- 
frated fremScripture, fron 
F, Faikfeftion which the 
Angels have in it, fromthe 
glory which wicked m enens | 
joy in thisworld , fromthe 
ſweet fore-taſis which God- 
ly men have of it in this life, | 
Shirdts it conſiſts; the glo- | ® 
7.y of the body, the happineſs d 
of the ſoul , in the enjoy- 
ment of God, in communi- | 
onwith the whole numberof | 
perfe@ed Saints, and that "0 
For ever, th 


| b! 

Ll that I have hitherto ſaid of L q, 
| the advantage of Godlineſs, is 

little in re{pe& of what remains to } ; 

be ſpoken. The eſtate of Man after j t 

This lite , 15 of More unportant confi- | « 
deration. 
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deration. As it 15 uſually ſaid, there. 
is no proportion betwixt finite and 
infinite,as there is betwixttwolthings 
that are finite, though at the'greatett 
diſtance in reſpect of their natures, 
quality, quantity : {o there 15 @ pro- 
portion between a jrinnte and a thous 
ſand years;and minutes may eaſily be 
multiphied' to fuch a quantity 3 but 
there is no proportion betwixt a thin 
ſand years and Eternity. So that-if 
the milery of Chriitians in- this life 
were an{werable to wicked mens pre- 
judice , andthe happineſs of wicked 
men an{werable to.their own deſites; 
and if both might live in theſe two. 
different eſtates a - thouſand years 
twice told ;, yea, and ſuppoſe that 
after this life wicked-men were to be 
happte to ſeven, and Godly men but 
to erght , (as th: Philoſopacrs ſpear 
of the degrees of hcat and cold ) or 
that Godly men {hoald be as milera- 
ble as wicked-men, abatig oneiy one 
degree 3 yet tne contideration of an 


F Eternity would calily preponderate, 


in comparing tie ſeveral ftates of 

theſe perſons. Thc Apoſtle {aith:, 

that 4 in this life onely we have bope; 
84 we 
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we are of all men the moſt miſerable : 


. not, that a wicked man hath more 
xcal joy. or comfort in this life then a 


Godly man 3 but we muſt conſider 
that the Apoſtle is diſputing againit 
{uch as denyed the Reſurrection, in 
a popular Rhetoxical ſtile , wherein 


words are not-to be ſubjected to a ti- | 


gid interpretation, but to.be expoun- 


ded 'in a greater latitude : and it is | 
uſual in ſeveral Languages to expreſs | 


a thing with the greater Emphakis by 


the Syperlative degree 5 as if he had 
{aid , We are very miſerable men, it | 


our hope be onely in this life. A+ 


gain, there may be an Emphaſis in 
the Proxoun'5 9. 4. Fe, who are the | 
off-ſcouring of all things in the eyes 


of the world, and have in theſe times 


_ of Perſecution run ſuch hazatds, and 


quitted our worldly enjoyments, for 
the hopes of a glorious Reſurredtion, 
are miſerably decerved, it there be no 
Reſurrection. And further, though 
Chriſtians have-that inward peace 
and comſort in olitward tribulations, 


which doth more then counterha- 


lance them, yet this joy is 1n hope of 
the glory of God, ard but an antici- 
* pation 
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pation of that joyful Reſurre&tion 
which hereafter they expect. 

And ncw I ſhall come to ſpeak. 
ſomething of the certainty of it , of 
the nature of it, and of the ftxict- 
neſs of holineſs neceflary to thoſe 
who would enjoy it. And that we 
may raiſe our thoughts to hold ſome 
proportion with the greatnels of that. 
glory , though it be not poſlible for. 
poor Mortals. to have an adcquate 
conception thereof 3 Firſt, let us con- 
ſider the great things that. God him- 
lf hath ſpoken of it, and how he 
hath throughout the Scripture pro- 
pounded it as a fuficient and an a- 
bundant recompence , tor whatio- 
ever we can do aud fuftcr for him ,. 
11 compariſon wherewith ali the at- 
fictions of this life are but light and. 
incqnſiderable. The Apofite tells us , 
Grd is not aſhamed tg be called the Gud 
of hjs people , having prepared a City. 
for them. The preparations that hc 
hath made for them , are an{iwera- 
ble to. the bounty and munifcence 
of ſuch a Majclty.z though they here 
mourn whiltt others rejeyce, and. 
though he here make them bear the 
E. 4. Crols , 


go Thechief Intereſt of man; or, 
Croſs, whilit his profcfied Enemies 
abound in pleaſure and proſperity. 
Now it would be much below the 
greatneſs and glory of ſuch a Ma- 
jeſty , to boaſt of his own gifts above 
the real worch of them, and flatter 


men into his ſervice by poſlefiing 


them with high expzCtations of great 
matters, which the enjoyment of 
will not anſwer the hopes which 
God himſclf hath drawn us into. 
And we may be mot ſecure , that he 
will not give ſuch advantage to any 
Creature to enter into judgment 
with him. Now let us confider what 
ſome of us have ſcen in the inter- 
views , pcrhaps of Princes , the Co- 
ronation or marriage of Kings, or 
on other occaſions z yet we have 
heard of more than we have fecn, 
We have heard of the Glory ot S$olo- 
#91 , and many other great Princes , 
exceeding what our times have to 
boait of 3 and yet we can enlarge our 
thoughts to ſomething above theſe , 
and let our minds wander into the 
four corners of the earth, to fetch 
in the glory and ſplendor of the 
World , to make up to our (elves an 
| Idea 
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Idea of happineſs. And yet when 
we have framed ſuch an Ut9piz, ſuch 
an i.aginary 'Glory, God ( who is 
too great, and too good , to deceive 
oor mortals) hath given us to un- 
derſtand, that his preparations fox his 
Saints are fomewhat. above all this, 
and that eye hath not ſcien, nor ear 
heard, nor the heart of man conceived 
what be hath laid up for. thaſe that. 
love him. 
In the next place, let us conſider 
that it 15 the bleſſed ſtate of Angels, 
which are hrit of more enlarged ca-- 


pacities than Men, and yet they tind 


a perfect felicity therein. We thould 
not make a judgement of the ftate 
and magnihcence of a Frinces Court , 
by the reports of {ome poor Paiſant, 

who ( we might cafily 1magine ) 
would be ready to admire any. thing, 
which he ſhould ſee above the porap 
of his Landlords houſe , where be 


| uſed perhaps to labour ,, or go ſome--: 
| times to pay {ome poor remit but we 
F ſhould more calily bel1:ve ſome no-. 


ble Conrtier of a more raiſed mind, 


.- or ſome Ambaſſador that hath ſeen 
, the pomp.of ſeveral Princes Courts ,, 
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and knows. what belongs to State 
and greatneſs. It had been no great 


matter to have hcard Paul boatt of 


what he faw in Paradiſe , who 
was carryed from ticle poor Cotta- 
ges of clay, to the Court of Heaven 3 
like David from the Sheeptold to 
Sauls Court. But the Angels con- 
tinually adoring the Glory of their 
King,, and- finging perpetual H.:1- 
lelujahs tohim , doth eattly per- 
fwade that the Glory of the Calclii- 
al Court is far above what mortal 
eyes ever ſaw. And bchdes the 
enlarged capacitics of Angels , we 
may conſider-that they are incorpo- 
rea], fo that theſe corporeal delights 
and plcaliires, whicn we have the 
moſt clear and lively apprehenſion 
of, make up none of their heppinefs 3 
but , belides fach delights , which 
it's likely we ſhall not want in Hea- 
ven , there are more pure and ſpi- 


Angcl happy 3 which we can ſcarce 
couccive any thing of. 

A further conlideration , which 
may argue the happineſs of. that fu- 
aire ſtate , 45 the greatucls. and g'ov- 
iy 


' ritual delights , enough to make an. | 


| then can we imagine them to be fed 


wou'd make an entertainment for- 
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ry of many wicked men here in this 
World: Let us but confider , how 
the great ones of the earth , many 
of which have been wicked men, do 
ÞGath themſclves continually in rivers 
of pleaſure, and enjoy for many 
years together whatever. their hearts. 
can with : and what we ordinarily 
ſe great ones 1ow <njoy, 15 little to 
the Glory-of a BelſpazZzar , a Darins, 
an Alexander, a Nero , the Grand 
Sigxior , the Kings of Chinaz and 
yet all this is but as the crumbs that 
tall from the Chi!drens_ table. What 


with? thi{c are but the ſpillings, or 
the overtlowings of his bounty to 
his very Enemics 3 how great then 1s 
that. which he bath reſcrved for 
thoſe, to whom he hath purpoſcd to - 
ſhew the exceeding rzches of his Grace, 
to give the world a proot of ns - 
bounty and glory ? as a Prince that | 


oltentation , and ſhew his great re- 
ſpect to ſome of his {ſpecial and moth - 
beloved friends. We read vuften in. 
Scripture of the preparations. that 
God hith made for bis Saints 3 which + 
' J&=: 
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is but a metaphoricai expreſſion of 
the greatneſs of that glory whic'1 
he hath ordained then to 3 as thoſe 
entertainments which Men do long 
prepare for , do tarexcecd what they 
on a ſudden make , being unawarcs 
{urprized by the coming, of their 
triends. | 

I will yet add another proof of 
the greatneſs of that Glory which 
we hope for , taken from the fore- 
taſts which many have of it here, 
- which hath made them glory in tri- 
bulations, triumph in the flames , 
and not only abatcd , but - wholly 
takenaway the ſenſe of the moſt ex- 
quiſite torments z that fome Martyrs 
have felt no more in the hre , than it 
they had been in a bed of Roſes. 
Some ajter long conflicts and terrors, 
' have had ſuch raviſhing joys, that 
they have crycd to God to hoid, they 
could-bcar no more. It ſuch glimp- 
{ have 1o- raviſhed them , what is 
the full view and clear vition ? Let 
- Bs imagiue a Conftcction , the leaſt 
drop of which diſtilled into a 
draught of Gall, or Wormwood , 
er waat ever c1n bs (appoltd to. be 


more. 


} 


p 
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more bitter and diſtaſtful , ſhould 
wholly alter the taft of it , making 
3t molt pleaſing and delicious; how 
fweet-would a tull draught of it be, 
without the leaſt mixture of any 
thing diſtaſiful and unpleaſing ? ſo 
if ſuch drops of ſpiritual joys arc 
able. to ſweeten the bittereſt cup of 
aſflictions,, what ſhall we think of 
bathing our ſelves , and drinking 
our fill in thoſe Rivers. of pleaſure at 
Gods right hand for evermore, with- 
out the+Jeaſt mixture of any ſor- 
row or trouble to allay the ſweetnels 
thereof ? .” 

I have hitherto in general ſhewed 
that the Glory of Heaven is like to 

e very great and inconceivable , 
much more 1nexprcſlible 3 but I have 
\ Not yet attempted to ſhevy vyhat it 
15, or vvherein it conſiſts : and vvhile 
Liay 1t 15 not to be expreſſed , if 1 
ſhould go about to ſet it forth fully , 
there vvould be contradiGio in termi- 
24 {o that all I dare pretend to , 
1s ſome rude delineation of that ſtate 
of happineſs. Man is made up of 
tvvo cflential parts, Soul and body : 
noyy though the Soul be the- more 


noble 
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noble part , yet doubtleſs the body 
(hall have its ſhare in this felicity. 
It -God hatch fo far honoured them, 
as to. make them the Temples of the 
Hily Ghoſt, and given Chriſt. a 
charge that he ſhould loſe zothing 
of what he hath given him, but raile 
up our-ſcattered dult at the laſt day, 
Fob. 6. 39. he hath certainly reſer-- 
. ved a reward for that which hath had; 
ſo great a ſhare in our ſufferings here, 
and he hath told us in general}, that 
he wiil by his Divine power change 
0: 71le bodies, and make them like bis 
glorious body. But furc, as-we ap- 
proach nearer to the nature of God 
in our ſouls, fo they_ſhall have the 
oreateſt ſhare ct future glory 3 and. 
in general.it ſhall be with the glory 
wherewith Chriſt was glorihed 
from Eternity , and after his ſutfe- 
ring 3 and this ſhall be by the ex- 
Joyment of God , which is the alting 
of the perfeied faculties and affefions . 
of our Souls upon him. Every ſenle 
hath its proper object, in the enjoy- 
ment of which it takes complacency 
according to the ſuitablenels of the. 
objc& thereto 3 and according to 
the. 
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| the nature of the objef , and the ca- 
pacity of the :{cnſe for recclving, It , 
or acting upon it, ſuch is the plea- 
ſure that it hnds therein 3 and the 
morenoble the faculty and the' ob- 
jc are, the more. noble 15 the de» 
light which ariſcth from the union 
betwixc them : ſo that all Philoſo- 
phers axe agreed , that jntclicctual 
' delights exceed. ſenſual plealiircs. 
Now in Hcaven our Souls ſhall be 
p.rtectcd according to the capacity 
et a fivite bcivg otherwiſe they 
would be vo more ' capable of enjoy- 
Ing God, thana deat man of 'bc> - 
ifg delighted with mutick, or a 
blind man in the moi pcrtect vcauty 3 
therefore we are {aid t9 be made mect, 
t) be þartakers of an inberitance * 
with-the Saints in light > ſanGificati- >, 
on — O—_ us natural tor Heaven, _ 
juſtification doth morally : and 
God himſelf ſhall be the object of * 
our happineſs, whom we ſhall ſee as 
he is, and love him, anddclight in 
him according to his goodneſs and 
g'ory. Iknow it is hard for us to 
conceive what it 15 to enjoy God z - 
þut to help ns 4n the conception of 
it, 
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it, let us confider a little what it 1s 
to enjoy a friend : to have an ab- 
ſent friend, is a comfort 3 but to be 
with him, is a great addition to our 
contentment, to receive the expreſ- 
ſions of their love, and to teſtife 
ours to them. Thoſe who are of a 
more noble and generous comple- 
Xion , find more true ſatisfaction 
herein ,, than in whatever elſe this 
World can afford them : and what 
15 it that cndcars another to us, but 
Love and Lovelineſs £ where there 
are amiable endowments in perſons 
of worth , they command an efteem 
trom us , though they know us not, 
and though we are ncver the better 
for themz but where they havea 
particular affection to us, take us 
into their boſom , make us of their 
entire fricnds , this doth much more 
endear them to us. Now ( as I 
have already {aid ) we find in God, 
in a far more eminent degree, that 
which renders the Creatures amiable 
and lovely.. Belides-his goodneſs to- 
wards the whole Creation., which 
the Earth is full of, his ſpecial fa- 
vour to Mankind , and it-may be to 
us. 
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us hs many thouſands of others 
the exceeding Riches of Grace towards 
the Ele, which Men and Angels. 
ſhall admire to the days of Eternity 3 
there is that Bearty( that is , intel- 
= beauty , or tuch Beauty as is 

Djc&ted to the underſtanding ) 
which will raviſh the whole intel- 
lectual Creation. His Wiſdom is un- 
ſearchable , his Power irrctiftible , 
and his Grzce and Clzmency as far 
cxcceding wazt 15 to be found in the 
Creature, as his Majeſty and Glory. 
— had heard of Gods but when 

e came to ice him, abhorred him- 
(c!t to ſce- the :afinice diitance be- 
twixt tic Soveraign Creator, and a 
poor Mortal, that durft diſpute the 
caſe witn him. Oa ! what thoughts 
ſhall we have of God, when we 


come to fee him as he is ? What-- » "4 


aſtoniſhment wil ſeize upon.us ? 
what contution will cover us , when 
we (ce what a God it 15, whoſe grace 
we have ſo oft detpiled, whoſe pa- 
tience we have ſo loug abuſed, whoſe 


authority we have fo bo] idly con- 
remned 3 and yet ſee, that he who 


had us alwayes at his mercy , and. 
could 
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_ could at his pleaſure avenge himſelf 


on us, ſhould pardon us for his own 
ſake , and make ſuch glorious pre- 
— for us? Weſhall then per- 
ealy underſtand all the dimeniions 
of his love, and continually as it 
were read the ſtories of it. We may 
the better conceive of it, -by fancy- 
ing to our ſelves what a {ingular fa- 
vour it would be to have ſome great 
Prince take a {ingular affection to us, 
though we did the leaſt of any in 
the Woxld deſerve it , and had di- 
obliged him by a thouſand provoca- 
tions x4 he ſhould take us home to 
his houſe, and maintain us alwayes 
at his table, Keep us alwaycs 1n. lvs. 
preſence , this would fall infinitely 


"ſhort of that love which God will 


manifeſt to us : and what an addi- 
tion will. it be to our happineſs, to 
ſee him in his g!ory , who hath loved 
us,and waſhed us trom our {ins in his 
blood ? the ſtory of whoſe love we 


- have ſo oft read over, a ſight of 


whole face , though but through the 
Glaſs of Faith , we have (o oft, ſo | 
long deſired and lamented after, to 
have the ſociety of the innumerable 
COU» 
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_ company of Angels, and the gene- 


ral aſſembly of juſt men made per- 
fect, a meeting of the Saints of all 
Ages and places, and theſe perfected 
both in Grace and Glory , ſo that 
they ſhall have no intirmities, no 
Pride, Ignorance, ſel-eeking, to 
exercile our charity or patience 5 
no ſufferings to move our puty or * 
compaſhon 3 and we ſhall never need 
to diſquiet our ſelves with the 
thoughts of ſuch a (ad parting as 
Paul had AGs 20. 39. We fhall 
keep an everlafting Holy-Day, the 
marriage of the Lamb ſhall be for 
ever celebrated by all his: Friends $- | 
and as Eternity will perpetuate our 
happineſs, and make it the greater 
extenſive \ {0 the afſurance aud cont» 
deration hereof will hcighten it, and 
make it greater intenfrve 3 and every 
moment of our felicity will be more 
{weet to us, in that we ſhall never be 
diſquieted with the thoughts that 
our condition ( as happy as it is ) will 
one day have an end. 
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SESWL: & 


The meceſſity of holineſs to 
ſalvation , proved by ma- 
ny plain Scriptures, Ob- 
jeFions anſwered. The 
imprudence of being but 
formal half Chriſtians , 
and the advaniages that 
ſtri®# ſerious Chriſtians 
have above ſuch. 


Here is yet another confiderati- 

on which will much cnhance 

the glory of Heaven 3 but betore 1 

come to ſpeak of that , I nuwtt jhew 

how neceflary an holy converſation 
15 to the enjoyment of it. 

Many have entertained a fufpiti- 
on , that ſome morole men peevith- 
ly envious againft the happineſs and 
contentment of mankind , and too - 
{aperſtitiouſly preciſe, would lay up- 
on them a yoke which neither they 
nor their fathers were able to bear 
confining their liberty to too narrow 

| bounds, 
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bounds, and frightning them from 
Religion, by exacting ſo much ſtrict- 
neſs and ſeverity. Now that T may 
not {cem to any to make the way to 
Heaven more narrow than God 
hath made it, I will but (ct down 
the plain words of God himſelf. Not 
to ſpeak of what thoſe have attained 
to, whoyet are. plainly declared to 
be under the ſcntence of condemna- 
tion, and in a ſfiate of wrath 3 I 
ſhall only inſtance in ſome places 
where the Scripture ſets down what 
is indifpenſibly neceſſary to falvati- 
on , or what doth plainly argue a 
man to be 1n the ſtate of damnation. 
Matth. 5. 20. Iſay unto you, that 
except your righteouſneſs exceed the 
righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Pha- 
riſees, ( who.yet went a great way in 
the Profeſſion of Religion, and in 
both Moral and Ceremonial righte- 
ouſneſs.) you ſhall ir #9 wiſe enter into 
the Kingdom of Heaven. Cap. 6. 20. 
Where your treaſure 1, there will youp 
beart be alſo. Cap. 7. 13, Enter 
ye 14 at the firait gate, for wide is the 
gate , and broad is the way that leads 
to deſtruction, andthere be many which 


£0 
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go in thercat but ſtrait is the gate) 
and narrow #u the way that leads to 

life, and few there be that find it. Ver(e 

21+ Not every one that ſaith unto me, 

Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the king- 

dom of heaven, but he that d1th the 

will of my Father which # in heaven. 

Cap. 12. 36. Every idle word that 

a man ſhall peak, he ſha! give an ac- 

count thereof in the day of judgement. 

Cap. 16. 24. If any Man will come 
after me , let bim deny himſelf, and 
tahe up bis croſs and follow me. Mark 
8. 38. Whoſoever ſhall be aſhamed 
of me an of my words in this adulte« 
rows ant ſinful generation, of him al- 
ſo ſhall the Son of man be aſhamed 
when he comes into the glory of the Fa- 
ther with his boſy Angels. Luke 13. 
24: Strive to enter in at the ſtrait 
gate 3 for many, T ſay unto you, ſhall 
ſeek to enter, and ſhall not be able. 
John 2. 5- Except a man be born of 
water, and of the ſpirit, he cannot en- 
tr ito the Kingdom of God. Rom. 
I. 9. If ay man have not the ſpi- 
rit of Chriſt, be is none of hix. Verſe 
13. If ye live after the fleſh ye ſhall 
dye, 2 Cor. 5. I7. Tf anyman be in 
Chriſt, 


| 


| 
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Chriſt, be is a new Creature. Gal, 5+ 
6. For in Chriſt Jeſs neither circum- 
cifion avails any thing, nor uncircum- 
cifion, but faith that worketh by Iyve. 
Cap. 6. 7, $8. Be not deceived, Gud 
is not mocked for whatſoever a man 
ſoweth, that (hall he alſo reap : for be 
that ſoweth to his fleſh, fhall of the 
fleſh alſs reap corruption but be that 
ſoweth to the ſpirit, ſhall of the ſpirit 
reap life everlaſting. Heb. 12. 14+ 
Follow peace with all men, and holj- 
neſs, without which no man ſhall ſee 

' the Lord. Jam. 2. 195 20. Thou be- 
lieveſt there is one God, thou dft well : 
, tbe Devils alſo believe and tremble. But 
wilt thou *kaow , O vain man, that 
faith without works is dead? 1 Pet.g. 
18. If the righteows ſcarcely be'ſaved, 
where ſhall the ſinner and the ungoaly 
appear ? 1 John 1. 6- If we ſay 
we have fellowſhip with him, aud 
walk in darkneſs, we lye, ani do not 
the truth. Cap. 2. 4+ He that ſaith 
T know him, and keepeth not his com- 
mandments, is a lyar, and the truth 
is not in him. 1 might add many like 
words out of the Scripture of truth z 
| but it may be theſe are enough to 
make 
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make _— ſay, Who then can be 
ſaved ? But let God be true, what- 
ever becomes of man} and it is that 
which hath been told us, that few 
find the narrow way that leads to 
life. 

If any obje&t the failings of ſuch 
as David and Peter 3 the ſame Scrip- 
tures that tell of them ., 
their repentance and bitter tears. If 
any wonder how. this ſhould be con- 
ſiſtent with the mercy of God 3 I an- 
(wer, there are other objects where- 
on he ſheweth the riches of his mer- 
cy, even the {mall remnant that ſha] 
be faved. And when we come to 
ſee ( at the lalit day ) the evil of fin, 
the holinc(s of God, the preparati- 
ons which God hath made for tin- 
ners, we ſhall rather adnure that he 
fhould fave any , than that he ſhould 
fave no more. And it the pardon of 
fin were ſuch a bghi maticr, that 
God thould be charged with {evericy, 
if he hearken not tothe cries of ſin- 
ers , Which neceflity doth. at laſt 
force them to, he night bave ſpa- 
red the trouble ( as I ray take liberty 
to {peak & of {cnding his Son ; yea, 
(45 


tell us of 
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C as I may further ſay ) 'ſpared his 
glorying of his unconceivable love 
in giving Chriſt to. dye for ſinners : 
and it 15 an ignorant concett, to think 
that ſuch a ftri& exaction of holi- 
neſs ſtraitens the grace of the Goſp:1, 
when it 15 much of the grace we re- 
ceive by Chriſt, to be ##rxed from our 
inquities, Ads 3. 26+ Rom. 7. 5. 
&c. Theend of our redemption is 
to be a peculiar people zealous of good 
orbs, Tit. 2+ 14+ The chict article 
of the Covenant of Grace is to have 


the Law of God written in our hearts, © 


Heb. $. 9. our chief glory, to be 


like our heavenly Father in bolineſs, 


1 Pet. 1- 15+ The 'great_ advan- 

tage we have by the promiſes, to be 
made Partakers of the divine nature, 

2 Pet. 1. 4+ v0 that let men Hatter 
themlelves wita vain preſumptions, 

and d<Jude their own fouls by draw- 

ing their detircs into opinion , and 

from WIhzng they migat have peace 
though thiy go on 11 the wayes of 

their own Þhcarts,, proceed to believe 

that it will bz ſo: Theſe words. will 

cert zi::ly take bold of them, Zach. 1« 

6. andjudge them at the lajt day. 

| F 
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I may further add, that it is the 
greateſt imprudence for men to be 
but half Chriſtians, or to make ſome 
profeſſion of Religion , and not to 
ſtrive to attain to. ſome pertection 1n 
it ; bothas the refle&ion on ſuch an 
indiffexency or luke-warmnef(s will 
be an aggravation of mens IMilcry , 
while they ſhall think with them- 
ſelves they were near to the RKivgdom 
of -Heaven , and were ſhut out be- 
cauſe they went not a little further 3 


they were fair for ſtriking a bargain 


for the Rich Pearl, and yet parted for 
a {mall matterz As it a Merchant 
ſhould go near to Perx, or ſome other 
place where there 15 Gold in abun- 
dance, and through a ſluggiſh lazy 
ſtupidity, come back. empty 3 or as 
it Columbus , when he was near to 
the Coalts of America, ſhould have 
been forced through the mutiny of 
his Soldiers , to return and loſe the 
ktonour and advantage of his. enter- 
prize. Itis pity to run a race, and 
loſe the prize through negligence , 
when we come withm a few 1tcps of 
the Goal, It we will do any thing 
in Rebgion , Jet us go through with 

Wn 
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it, and not loſe the tuture reward of 
it which i is moſt confiderable,through 
ſloathtulnels. 

And it is farther to be conſidered, 
that thoſe who are but halt Chriſtians 
and {matterers in Religion , know 
nothing of thoſe ſpiritual comtorts, 
that delight in communion with 
God in his Ordinances , joy in the 
Holy Ghoſt, which thoſe who are 
truly godly have experience of : thole 
who are but {matterers or bunglers 
in any Art,Science, Trade,tind them 
dithcult, when they are caſte and de- 
lighttul ro thoſe who are Maſters of 
them , and throughly underſtagd 
them 3 as the wiſe man faith, Know- 
ledge is eaſie to bim that underſtands. 
As there 1s great difference 1n the 


' reading of 2 Claſſick, Author by the 


Mafter and the Scholar 3 the Scholar 
looks upon if as a great task to con- 
ſirueit, and 15 glad when it 15 over; 
not minding the things themſelves 
expreſſed by the words while the 
Maſter, who minds the matter, and 
undcritands it well, is tranſported | 
with pleature to oblerve the elegancy ,- 
of ſtile, beight of Jy. depth of juag- \ 


my at, | 


hh, 
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ment , ſtrength of reaſon , ſubtilty of 
TV it. candor of mindwhich 1s 1n the 
Author.So,while a man 1s but a Chri- 
ſtian in name, and' hath. but -a form 
of godline(s, the exercifes. of Religi- 
en are a burthen to hin, and he doth 
them only as a task to eſcape Hell- 
fire, as. a School-boy gets his. Icfſon 
toeſcape the Rod :' but he that 1s a 
Chriſtian indeed”, tinds. that {weet- 
neſs in the word of -God;that it is to 
him as honey axd-the honey-comb, the 
Joy and rejoycing, of bis foul. He 1s 
glad when he can fteal an -opportuni- 
ty topray, he finds-\o much .comfort. 
3 communion-with God therein 5 
and can ſay with Chriſt, it is his meat 
to do the will of bz beavenly father : 
and the teſtimony of his Conſcience 
is to him as a continual feaſt, and 
makes the practice of holinc{s more 
pleaſant to him, than all the delights 


'of ſin are toa wicked man. And as 


it is in trading, he that doth not 
throughly underſtand his Trade , 
caunot make his -bett advantage of 
jt to thrive by it , and 1{o grows 
weary of it, or turns bankrupt 3 when 
he that is well ſecn in the mylicry of 
1t, 
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it, and knows how to improve every 
opportunity of gain,and io: finds the 
bencht of it, makes a pleaſure of his 
buſiucts, and will not be perſwaded 
to leave it off : ſo he that is but a 
Chriſtian in ſhew, and hnas not that 
real advantage waich oth=rs do of a 
ſiriEt walking with God, nor any re-: 
turn of his tormal:heartlets prayers, 
grows weary of Religion, and at 
lengchit may bz caits it ofzwhile tne 

real (ſerious Criſtian, b the rich re- 
turns of is lincere ha f terveont Pray 
_ ers, and the denent which a2 tinds by 
a cloſe walking with God, 'is {0 con- 
firmed in his loly profeiion, that'no- 
thing ſhall make him caſt it. off, or 
think it a burden, 
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SECT. XI. 


The miſery of wicked men af- 
ter this life, demonſtrated 
from Kcriptures 5 from the 
ſufferings of godly men 
here in this World; from 
terrors of Conſcience in 


good and bad; from the 


Devils trembling at the 


thoughts of it, which they 
have no+{d much reaſon for 
as man. The puniſhment 
of loſs,withthe aggravati- 
#1; of it. The puniſhment 
of ſenſe exquiſite, without 
 allay or intermiſſion, with. 
ont end. | 


Shall now proceed to that other 
conſideration , which will make 


the happineſs of Heaven much grea-. 


ter 3 yea, Which conſidered apart , 
doth much commend the excellency 


ot hoiinefs, and: clearly demonſtrate 


how much it is the zxtereſt of man- 
| kind 
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kind to follow after it : damnum emer- 
gens, 15 as much to be contidered as 
Iuorum ceſſans. We ſhould not only 
conlider the reward of bÞalineſs, but 
the wages of fin : it a finner could 
ceaſe to bz, or might b2 annihilated 
when he dycs3 or it there were any 
{tate between Heaven and Hel], our 
plea would have lels torce: but there 
will bz bat two ranks of men at the 
laſt judgment, whereof one ſhall go ' 
imo eterz21 life , the other into ever- 
laſting puniſhment, Matth. 25.46+ - . 
"Now IT thall uſe the ſame mcthod 

in confidering this ſtate of ungodly 
men after the end of the- World , 
which I followed in conſidering the 
ſtate of holy men. Firſt giving ſome 
general demonttrations of the milſe- 
ry of it , then ſome particular rea» 
ſons why it will be {o intolerable. 

As hilt, the glory of Heaven may 
be imagined to be exceeding great, 
by the preparations which God is ſaid 
to have made for it : ſo by the fame 
Anthropopathy we may conccive of 
the miſcry of Hell, God. being ſaid 
to prepare the punithment ot , the 
diamncd, Mat. 25- 41 Itis (aid jn- 
F 4 deed 
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deed, it1s prepared for the Devil and 
his Angels \ but wickcd men ſhall be 
co-heirs with them of the ſame mi- 
ſery. Heis laying up his pzle of fire 
and wood, Ta. 30. 33. and laying 
finners as ſtubble in the Sun to dry, 
that the eternal flames may prey 
more furiouſly upon them, Nahum 
I. IO. ſuffering theni to fill uþ the 
meaſure of their inujuity, and ſo to 
treaſure up to themſelves wrath againjt 


the day of wrath, that they may befit 


for deſtrudtions 
Let us in the next place conſider 
what godly men have (utfered in-this 
life 3 read but the Martyrologies, and 
fee the dreadtul torments chat the 
Martyrs have fuffered , enough to 
make one tremble at 'the reading of 
them: and if theſe things be done 
to the green tree, thoſe who arc the 
objects of Gods love, and dear unto 
him as the apple .of his eye, ſuch on 
whom he hath determined to ſhewthe 
riches of his mercy , what will be done 
to the dry, with whom he 1s angry 
every day , and on whom he will 
ſhew the power of his wrath £ if judg- 
ment begin at the houſe of God, 
| L what 
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what will be the end of thoſe that obey 
not the Goſpel £ 

Further, let us conſider the terrors 
of Conſcience which: god'y me: 
have ſuffered in this World ; when 
they have had lively apprehenſions of 
the diſpleaſure of God aguaintt them. 
It his rebukes have made them conſume 
as a moth fretting a garment 5 it his 
frowns have dyſtracted them , and 
made them rozr throuh the diſquiet- 
neſs of their ſpirit 3 What, will it be 
for his jealouſie to ſm9ak and his 
wrath to bur: like fire for ever? Again, 
let us confider what horrors wicked 
men have felt in therr confcienc-s ig 
this life , which are but the ftoretaſts 
of that nuſcry which they ſhall en- 
dure for.ever. Read but the {tories 
of Vanins, Spira, &c. who oave 
dyed in' deſpair : if Cuch -drops of 
wrath let tall like fcalding lead upon 
the Soul, have fo hideo: ally amazed 
and territicd, ſurely it is dreadtul and 
aſtoniihing to be cait 3uto the lake that 


burns with fire and brimt.ne for ever« 


And though there be many uow. can 
harden them ves againlt Ghd; and 


think by. a. Stoical. apathy. to bear 
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whatever God can inflict ;, yet ſome 
 . have found the beginnings of Hell 
i | In their Conſciences, woile a thou- 
_ fand times than all the torments 
| which the cruelty of Tyrants or in- 
18 carnate furies could ever invent. And 
| whereas ſome may think ( with Spi- 
r2 )- that the expectation of tuture 
'th miſery, is woz(e then the ſuffering of 
| itz it is a wide miſtake, for. according 
fl. #s man feareth. fo is bis anger, Fia'.go. 
i! x1- Ordinary calamities indced are 
for the mott part wotle feared than 
felt 3. but when a 'man haith raiſcd 
his mind to the moſt dreadtul and a- 
mazing apprehentions of the diſplea- 
fare of God, and the {cverity of his 
vengeance, he cannot reach the vaſt- 
nels of it, there is yet a plas wltra, 
ſomewhat further, as it is in our ap- 
prehenfions of the glory and happi- 
neſs of Heaven : and at the lait day, 
the great and mighty men of the 
World, who have ict the judgements 
of God far above out of their tight, 
'and ſcorned: his threats, as a meer 
brutum fulmen, or a Mormo to tright 
children and {upcrſtitious tools, would 
be glad, it thcy knew how, torun 
undcr 
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tinder the Rocks and Mountains to- 
hide themſelves from the terrible 
Majeſty of their Judge 3 and ( t9 al- 
lade to the words of St. Paul.,2 Cor. 
IO, 11.) letſuch think that as God 
i5 now in his word when he ſeems to- 
be abſent from them, ſuch will he be 
alſoindecd, when he ſhall manifeſt 
his preſence and. his righteous judg- 
ment. We begin to think meanly 
of all whom we can ſee through, or- 
20 aboat 3 it is incomprehenſtblene(s: 


"that commands a veneration 3 and 


that we ſhall alwayes find in God , 
both as to the glory ot his grace, and 
as'to-the greatnels of his power and. 
wrath. 

Ect- us yet £0 a ltep further,and'con- 
ſider the apprehenhtions which the De- 
ils have of this condition, ( for they. 
aid wicked men (as was b=fore ok— 
(erved )are fellow-heirs of the fame 

wlery ) and thete tremble at the 
thoughts of i, that is, have dread= 
tal amazing apprehenhions at the ex-- 
p.ctation ot it > the conſequent in that 
p!ace being put tor the axtecedent, ac- 

cording to tac nlual phy aſcology ot 


Scxiptaxe : they ſcem not to have io- 
\FI79\9 '3 
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much reaſon to- be troubled at the 
thoughts of it as men have z.their fins 
p-rhaps may havedome aggravations, 
which the fins of men have not 
yet I think there is nothivg cah ag- 
gravate it ſo. as the contempt of the 
Goſpel, which they are not guilty of. 
They had not- a board after Ship- 
mwrack, whereon-they-might. have (a- 
ved themſelves, if it had not becn 
their ovn fault. Again , they have 
no bodies to be tormented ,, as we 
have. Many cannot apprehend how 
the Soul ſhould be. capable of any 
conſiderable torment 3 aud they think 
'they could Jaugh at any. puniſhmeyr”' 
that could be inflicted on the Soul, 
were it not for. bodily ſufferings , 
"which they have a clearer apprehen-. 
\fron, and + more lively ſenſe of : but, 
"beſides all that we are capable of ſut- 
fering 1n our bodies, we are capable 
of ſuffering the ſame in our ſouls, 
which the Devils are ſaid to tremble 
"at the beliet of. Bur it is with us, as. 
-It 1s with little children , who. are 
pleaſed perhaps with the pomp of 
their Fatners or Mothers Funerat;and 
proud of their mouraing, ——_ 

ut. 
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but are not fenſible of their own lofs3 
when thoſe that are grown up- to 
years of reaſon and judgment, wring, 
their hands to- think of what fad 
conſequence ſuch a loſs will be: to 
them. And in-this reſpect it. is ſaid, 
Wiſdom arms miſery againſt it ſelf. We 
glory in that which is our ſhame, arid 

-the cauſe: of 'our miſcry:,, while the 
Devils tremble, who .know-what it 1s 
to loſ: Heaven, ( having/been.alr:ady 
m it ) and know-what Hell is,becauſe 
- they. have felt it 3 they certainly be- 
lieve theſe things, baving more ;un« 
derſtanding to apprehend: the clear 
demontirations of the truth of them 3 
they have their minds more fixed on 
theſe things, which are the matter of 
their torment, being more in ad and 
leſs in power than.we are. We know 
not now what it is to- loſe God: and 
Heaven 3 but we ſhall know, when 
we ſhall ſee them,, not to exjoy them, 
but to exvy them.  Weare ready to 
flatter our ſelves into hopes , that 
theſe. things may not be true 5. or our 
thoughts. are«ordinarily. diverted to 
other thngs. And the Devil keeps 
that out of our minds, which he 

. knows 
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knows not how to keep out of his 
own, leſt conſidering well of it, we 
ſhould be induced thereby to believe, 
and ſo obtain ſalvation, Luke 8. 14. 
For a concluſion of theſe general de- 
monſtrations ; I might add Chriſts 
1mportunate preſſing of men to flec 
from the wrath to come, though 
through ſo many hardſhips and dith- 
culties which-he calls them to: he 
wept over fanners, and was grieved 
for the hardne(s of their hearts, as 
ſometimes Feremy was, or as Aida- 
25, a good man in this Nation,wept 
to think of the miicries which were 
coming upon it. Sinners go on 
earcletly and ſecurely, like ax Ox to 
the ſliughter, or a fool to the correcion 
of the ſtocks > but Chrift paſſionately 
pleads with them, to divert them 
trom thcir own waycs, knowing how 
lictle they conlider the milery ot thoſe 
deveuring flames , which they are 
caſting themſclves muito. 

Now tor proving more particular- 
ly, that this miſery which ungodly 
men ſhall endure , wvery fad and 
dreadiul : Firlt, we ſhall not only 
know ( as 1 bctore intimated ) rhe 
worth 
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wotth ot that glory which we have 
loſt, but we ſhall be convinced that 
we have loſt it through our own 
fault, Many think now to harden 
themſelves at the day of judgement 
againlt God, and impeach him of ri- 
gor and injuſtice, it he ſhould doom 
them to an <ternal Hell ; but then 
when their conſciences are awakened, 
they will own their guilt, and ſay as 
Fudss , I have finned; Mat. 27. 4+ 
though he did n>thing but by the de- 
terminate counſel and fore-knowledge 
of God.” and that which Satan bad 
prt into his heart, | John 13. 2. Act. 


2+ 23. And it will be an aggravati- 


on of mens miſery, that they ſhould 
laſe Heaven through their own care- 
ieflencſs, and exchange it for a trifle. 
Should a Man have a dear Wite dan- 


\gcrouſly tick, and give ker poyſon to 


kill her., inſtead of Phylick to cure 
her, meerly through his own negli- 
gence, {urely he would bury himtclf 
with her, when he ſhould {ee his own 
overlight : or thoald he-in a drunken 


- fit ttab his Children, certainly his 


frit work. atter he ſhould come to 
himſelf again, would be to fiab him- 
{elt; 


—_— — —_— 
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2 felf, - But what are theſe to our fouls, 


- our darlings, our only ones ? Pfal-22: 


Y) 


- 10. -which we wound worſe than the 


poor Lunatick man, that cut himſelf 
with ſtones. We ſhall come to our 
ſelves, and have far different ap- 
prehenſions of all things, as {00n. 25 
our ſouls look out of theſe dark pri- 
ſons of. our bodies, and begin to {ce 


by the light of another World. A. 
child that ſliould have che writings 


of a fair Eſtate, and ſell them for 
trifles. looking but upon the bulk of 
paper or parchment , 10t regarding 


- the contents. of them , and after- 


wards when he comes to be a man, 
ſhould live.in diſgrace and nuſery, 
whiles he ſees another bear. high.in 
the World with his Eſtate, would be- 
wail too late his own childith vanity: 
bat what is this.to our ſ{clling of our 
hopes of Heaven tor the pleaſures of 
fin, in the midſt of which the heart # 


{ forrowful , and the end of which 1s. 
| Tl peavineſs ? regarding, the Goſpel no 


more than a fiory out of. Pliny, look- 
ing on the Scriptures but as walt pas 
pers. Cleopatra S- prodigality Mm 
drinking- a- little Pearl at one 


draught, 
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. draught, was nothing to' ours. WE 


were never put to it, as Lyfimachm» 
to loſe a kingdomie, and {ubjedt our 
{elves to perpetual ſlavery for a 
draught of water. Oh ! with what 
indignation ſha]l we rcflect upon our 


own folly and madneſs, when we 


ſhall have time and occaſion to ſettle 
theſe things in our hearts! we ſhall 
need no Devils to torment us, no fife 
to burn 1;s 3 our own confciences will 
continually {courge us, and we ſhall 
for ever be our own tormenters,when 
we ſhall be awakened to ſmite wpox 
our thigh, and ſay, What have I done ? 

There will be yet a further puniſh» 
ment of ſenſe 3 the Scripture calls 1t 
Fire and Brimftone 3 which if we un- 
derftand litcrally, and in a proper, 
ſenſe, we may calily imagine the 
dreadfulneſs of ſuch a puniſhment, 
or at leaſt learn to underitand it by 
holding our hand' in a hot' furnace 
but for one minute : and this 15 fire, 
which ſhall not ſuddenly devour” or 
annihilate us (as ſomc imagine) but 
prey eternally upon men, and never 


_ conſume them. The Beaſt and the 
| falſe Prophet ſhall be tormented night 


| 


and 


a 
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and day for ever and ever, Revel. 20+ 
10 Otherwiſe the: Devils, with 
whom ( as I have obſerved ) we ſhall 
ſhare in the ſame miſery , would ra- 
ther rejoycc, than tremble at the 
the thoughts of -the lafi judgement , 
if they ſhould then be preſenty redu- 
ced to nothing. See more of this 1n 
Auſtin De civitate Det, lib. 21. cap- 
10. But it we underſtand this hgura- 
tively, or metaphorically, then cer- 
tainly God hath choſen that which 1s 


the moſt exquiſite pain which, we. 


can conceive of , to {et forth ſome- 
thing elſe, which we know not how 
otherwiſe to frame a notion of in our 
minds, and which doth as far exceed 


ſuch ſenſible things as are uſed to. ex-. 


preſs it, as the glory of Heaven doth 
exceed all that glory which is bor- 
rowed from the Creatures to expreſs 


it to our weak impertect underitand= . 


ings. Further, this puniſhment will 
be without any allay : in Hell there 
is pure darkneſs zthere will not be a 
drop ot water allowed to reireſh 1n 
tholt raging flames 3 and company, 
which ſome talk of, will but encreaſe 


. mens torment. And as 6:ere will be | 
ng 
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no allay, ſo nointermiſſion, no lucids 
ntervalla ©: as there will be no zight 


of darkneſs in Heaven, fo there will be 
no night of reft in Hell. And to 


 compleat the miſery of that conditi- 


on, there will be noend of it. Eter- 
nity will make their miſery perpetu- 
al 3 but the belief and conſideration 
of Eternity, will make it inſuppor- 
table, and ſwallow men up ina hide- 
ous deſpair : they ſhall be like 
men toffed in the midft of the Sea, 


. the- Waves rolling nne after another. 


If he could ſee any land behind thoſe 
proud ſurges , there might be ſome 
hopes 3 but to fee nothing but the vatt 
Ocean, and the Waves {ſwelling 
higher and higher, and raging a- 


| gainſt himlike a Giant, this is that 


which amazcth him : and ſuch will 
the theughts of Eternity be then to 
miſerable ſinners, when lifting up 
their heads to fee 1t they can delcry 
any end of their miſery, they ſhall ſee 
thouſands of Ages multiplying them- 
ſelves to infinity, and there will be 
no remedy left, but they muſt ſink 
down into an everlaſting deſpair 3 
neither will time or ſuffering at all 
alleviate 
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alleviate their miſery, as the Poct 
faith of thoſe, :who by enduring po- 
verty make it at length more cake to 
be born : as our multiplyed thoughts 
of the happineſs of Heaven, will not 


cloy and weary , but increaſe our 


pleaſure and fruitionz ſo will our 
thoughts os torment, more enrage 
thole eternal flames which thall burn 
within us, and make that burning, 
farnace/glow more and- more 3 that 
as the duration of mens miſery draws, 
it forth extenſively, 10 1t will allo ag- 
gravate 1t zutexfivcly, til 1t come to 
that extremity, b-yond which there. 
can be imagined no degrees to which 
it nay be turther heightened. 
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How wach Religion conduces 
t0 the good of humane Soci- 
eties. And firſt, of Fumilies, 

. preſcribing ſuch rules toall 

therein, as well obſerved, 
would make them bappy in 
each ather. 


F thou be wiſe, thouſhalt be wiſe for 

. thy ſelf, laith the witeſt ot men, 
Prov. 9. 12+ He that hath the fear 
of God, which is 'the beginning, or 
chict and principal of all wiidom, 
doth ( as tSevident from what hath 
becn ſa:d already ) bett provide for 
himſelt, and conſult his own ſove- 
raign good : and indced God hath 
out of his abundant goodnels to mans © 
kind , ſo twiſted and interwoven 
their happinels with his own glory 
in the-bulineſs'ot our ſalvation, that 
while they beſt ſcrve him, they .do 
moſt advantage t themſelves and ac- 


pro- 
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promote their own Happineſs. But 
yet we are not born tor our ſelves; 
but as every member ſhould do its 
office for the common &£ ood of the 
whole body, ſo every man inould, as 
a member of the Univerſe or Com- 
munity , ſtand the whole 'in ſome 
ſtead, and not bc as a Wer, or a Wolf, 
a diſcaſe or detormity only, drawing 
away nourithmcnt from the body, 
without doing 1t any {crvice 3 being 
an unprohtable burden of the earth, 
living undeſired, dying unlamented. 

Wheretore I will now come to 
conſider man as a ſociable creature, 
and as he ſtands in relation to otiers 3 
and fo we hall tind that a good max 
is a common. good, and that Religion 
and hojincſs doth not only make men 
7zadikim , Or juſt, but Chaſidim, or 
good, tor which ( it for any ) men will 
venture their lives, Rom. 5. 7. 

And firſt, Ithall conlider Mex 1n 
an Occonomical ſtate > Families being 
the fix1t m order among the Societies 
oft ren 3 others being made up of a 
conjunction or combinativn of {c- 
vera] families, as families are made 
up of icvcial perionss Now in Fa- 

milics 
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milies there 1s a threctold lociety : 


1-Conjugal g Husband & Wife. 
2-Paternal je Carew: & children. 
3-Deſpotical Majters & ſervants. 


Though all theſe be not found in 
every tamily, y<t they are all found in 
ſome, and ſome in all, And let us 
but conlider the Rules preſcribed t5 
all theſe by Chriſt in the Goſpel, and 
we ſhall ſee a perfect draught ot Oe- 
coxomicks, and the moit exact pattern 
of an happy well-governcd Fanuly, 
And if any protclling godincls do 
not come 1p to fuch ruics, what I 
have undcrtaken to prove noids good 
in Theſiz and 1t 15not mens godli- 
nels, but their want of it, which is to 
be blamed 3, though we may had this 
amouig(t Chriſtians, ſooner than Plats 
had tus Common-wealth,or the Stoicks 
their perfect man. 

For the Conjwnzal Society, Husbands 
are to love their Fires as themiclves, 
as their own bodies : yea, as Chrilt 
loved his Chnrct, a proot of Which 
he gave in giving himlclf for it : ſo 


D 
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is meet and neccfiary 3 not to be bit- 
ter againlt her 3 to be tender towards 
her giving honour to hcr, by how 
much more honour. God hath given 
to him to inſtruct her in whatever 
is nicet for her to learn of hims and | 
ina word, to foriaic all othcrs in the 
World, and cleave . only to her ;. 
reckoning her and himſelf no more 
two.,but one ficth. Wives on the o- 
ther hand are obliged, to. ſ{abmit 
theniſelves to their Husbands, bo re- 
verence them, to obey them,diligent- 
ly and tri gay to manage the affairs 
of their Family , and to eate their 
Husbads as tar as may be ot the bur- 
den of cares that lyes oh them 3 and 
to carry themlieives with that pru- 
dence, mod-lity ,; chaſtity, gravity , 
that they my be a Crown to their 
Husbands 3 that the heart of their 
Husbauds may truſt ſafcly in them, 
and that they may do them good,and | 
no hurt,-all their daycs. 

So in the Paternal Socicty, Parents 
ar2 Hound to taue care of the Souls of 
their C '11Kdren, and to bring them up 
in the rartare and admonition of the 
Loid, to teach them the way where- 
11 
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in they ſhould walk, while they are 
young : and to take care of their bo- 
dies alſo, providing for them, lay- 
1ng up portions for them, and not 
to uſe too much rigor and ſeverity to- 
wards them,ſo as to diſcourage them; 
yet to give them that moderate cor- 
redtion, which the vanity of child- 
hood and youth many times makes 
neceſſary. So Children are to obey 
their Parents in all things law- 


ful; to honour and reverence them 3 


to-requite their care of them, by 
maintaining them ( if need require } 
in thetr old Age 3 concealing their 
infirmities', and abſtaming from all 
expreſſions of contempt and diſre- 
ſpect. | 
In the Deſpotical Society Maſters 
are obliged to exerciſe humanity to- 
wards their Servants, not * ruling 
them with too much imperioutneſs 
orrigor, confidering they have a 
Mafter themſclves likewiſe 1n Heaven, 
by whom they would .not be dealt 
with in ſtricneſs and ſeverity :; they 
are to provide for them, to give 
them that which is juſt for their (er- 


. vicez yea, that which is reaſonable 


G and 
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and equal, rewarding induſtry and 
faithfulneſs with more than ſervants 
can in ftrictneſs require. So Ser- 
wants are bound to ſubmit themſelves 
to their Maſters , not only 1n doing, 
their work, but doing it in {impli- 
city and finglencis of heart, as to 
God, confidering it as a duty which 
they owe to God, as well as to 
man , and that they mult look for 


their recompence trom him : fo _ 


they muſt ſtndy to pleaſe their Ma- 
ſters , not provoking by rude or 
croſs anſwers, not purloyning or 
waſting unneceflarily ther Matters 
goods ., not taking of their time , 
which is:their Maſters , to ſpend 1n 
their own ſervice, or in pleaſure, or 
idlenels. | | 

Oh ! how happy would familics 
be, if all therein did obſerve theſe 
rules ? We ſhould have no complaints 


of the churliſhneſs or carele{neſ(s of |; 


Husbands , of the Frodigality and 
diſloyalty of Vives, of the harſhneſs 
or ſeverity of: Pareats and Maſters, 
of the undutitulneſs and untaithtul- 
nels of Childrea and Servants. Fu 
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SECT. XIII. 


How far Religion advanceis 
the happineſs of Kingdoms 
aud Gommon-wealths 3inot 
only naturally, as it pres 
ſeribes thebeſs Laws end 
Rules to allſorts of Perſons, 
and keeps men within the 
bounds of their duty 5 But 
morally, as it brings down 
bleſſangs, keeps off judge= 
ments. The falſe accuſa* 

tions which Ghriſtians have 
lain under in all Ages, Ju- 

' lians wicked ploicy. 


T Ow let us proceed to conſider 

1 VN manin a Politich, State, as a 
-, part of a Kingdom oor Common- 
Wealth : and it we would deſcribe 

| ſome Utopia,or ſet down a Model of 
 a-happy . well-governed flouriſhing 
| Common-wealth z. we need go no 
| further than the Scriptures for our 
| Maxims, and deſcribe the feveral 
| G 2 members 
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members of it according to what the 
Goſpel requires that they ſhould be. 
I know the great ones of the World 
have been jealous of the .Ringdom 
of Chriſt, as Herod was troubled 
when he fir{t heard of his Birth. 1 
know not what occaſion the abuſes 
of ſome Impottors may have given 
to mens prejudice and ſufpition3 but 
( as I faid before ) that the: obſcrva- 
tion of Chrilts preccpts would pre- 
vent more diſeaſes, than his miracles 
cured ; ſo I may boldly athrm, that 
his ſpiritual Kingdom, were it ict up 
in the world , ( that is, did tis Laws 
take place, and were they duely o- 
ſerved , they) would attract more , 
and be more taking, than his fuppo- 

ſed earthly Monarchy, which made | 
multitudes run after him in the dayes | 
of his fleſh, Fubx 6. And it 15 rhe 
great honour of Rebgion, and an c- 

vident argument of the real worth | 
and excellcncy of it , that not only 

thoſe whoſe corwpt affe&tions have | 
batfled their Judgements to belicve | 
that Religion 15 bur a fancy, a devi-| 


ſed fable , or acleatt to with and pre- | 


tend it to be fo; bat the wiſeſt of | 
{ach 
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ſich men as have followed the di- 
Ctates of natural reaſon.,, and men 
whom none can imagine to have 


been fore-ſtalled with too favourable 


and opinion of Religion , or to have 
been Sundernuortoeper, ſuperſtitianſly 0= 
ver-aw'd by a Deity, that thele, I 
fay, ſuch as Plato, Plutarch, Tully, Se- 
neca , Machiavel, Campanel/a, thould 


, look upon it as ſuch a good Engine ' 


for moving the huge bodies of King- 


 doms and Common-Wealths ; yea , 


a neceſlary baſis to found government 
upon, ( as Plutarch (heweth) with- 


. out which it can no more ſubliſt,than 
. a Caitle or City in the air; it ſhews 


clearly that there is that propoſed in 
Religion, which if men (accordin 

to their opinion) can be but Reemnbe 
into a belief of, it will keep them 
in their due place and order, that e- 
very part of ſuch a vali Machina may 
move regularly, And: It is a good 
obſervation of the Hiſtorian , that 
Rome had the happincis in the firlt 
founding of it, to have ſuch Kings 
ſucceſſively, as did by degrees take 
care of ſuch things as did nioſt con- 
duce toits flouriſhing and eſtabliſh- 
Gi 3 ment 
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ment 3 and that when Romulus had 
built the: City, and- erected a new 
Kingdome, Nums Pompilins did im- 
mediately ſucceed him, and eſtabliſh 


Religion and the worſhip of God, ſo 


far as the light of Nature would guide 
him thereto. And the truth is, the 
beliet of another life after this, and 
of ſome inviſible power ſuperior to 
the power of man, is abſolutely ne- 


ceſſary tor the ſwaying and mana- }. 


ging thole two great engines of Hope 
and Feay, vvhich turn about -the 


vvhole World : {o that (as Campanella - 


vyell obſerves) Religione e anima della 
Republica e diffeſa della legge naturale, 
GC» Religion is the Soul of a Common- 
Wealth, and Bulwark, of the Law of 


Natrrez becauſe the Love and Fear © 


of God, and of eternal puniſhment 
and rewards, docompel men to the 
obſervation of the Law. What vvill 
a man care for his lite, 1f he appre- 
hend that there is none after this ? 


and there is no means to reſtrain men ' 


from vvhatever inſolcncies - or vio- 
lences they may think neceſlary to 
the contentment of their preſent lite, 
if they do not look for an after- 

| t reckoning 


\ 
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reckoning : but they might vvell (ſay, 
Let us eat and drink, for to morrow 
we ſhall die , and rather contemn a 
miſerable life, than omit any means 
for the bettering of it. Fe that ſets 
light by his own life, is Maſter of another 
mans, faith Seneca, And vve know 
the form of Indictments in our own 
Law for any crime, 1s, Such a one not 
having the fear of God before his eyes, 
did wickedly, &c. commit ſuch an 
at. And Abraham thought when 
he was in Gerar, that they. vvould not 
ſick at any the vilett action, becauſe, 
as he ſuppoſed, the Fear of God was 
not in that place, Gen. 20+ 10» © So 
« we find the Atheiſt in Lucretius, Lib. 
« x. complaining of his being over- 
«< aw by the {ufpition vvhich he 
« hadof an eternal puniſhment af- 
< ter this life : if he could have been 
<« aſſured that there ſhould be no life 
<« after this, or that then there ſhould 
« be an end of mens ſufterings, he 
<« could cafily laugh at Religion, and 
« deſpiſe the threatnings of their 
« V/ates. But, ſeeing he knew not the 
« nature of the Soul, vvhethefk it vvas 

« propagated vvith the bedy,os in- 
G 4 fuſed 
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« fuſed 3 whether it did dye with the 
<« body, or were caſt into the Stygian 
« Take, he- conid not free himſelf 
<« from the fears of an eternal miſery 
< after Death. 

But I will come more particularly 
to ſhew how Religioa doth contri- 
bute to the happineſs and weltare of 
the Societies ot men,ſ(etting the boun- 
daries of every ones duty, preſcribing 
to all, from the higheſt to the lowelt 
telling the great ones of the World, 
that they which rule over men muſt be 
juft, ruling in the fear of God, whoſe 
Kingdom is over all, who rules in the 
Kingdoms of men, and gives them to 
whormſoever he will ; and he makes 


them his Miniſters, not to be terrors to | 


good works, but to evil. To be Fathers 
to the poor, and to ſearch out the cauſe 
which they kgow not 5 to break the jaws 
of the wicked, and pluck the fpoil out of 
their teeth. Inferiors are thereby like- 
wile inttructed to ſubmit themſelves to 


their ſuperiors, to give them due honour 


and tribute, to be ſubjet for Conſczence 
ſake, which 1s the beſt foundation of 
loyalty and fidelity: As Conſtantias 
would fay, Thoſe that would not bc 

| | true 
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true to. God, would not be true to 
him. 

' If any ſhall here ſay, @+id verba 
audiam ? We have found the con- 
trary true, and have oft ſeen Religi- 
on made a Cloak to palliate Sedition 
and Rebellion : I might anſwer by 
an Antiſtrophe, retorting, the Objeci- 
on.. Itſeems, Religion is good in it 
(elf, becauſe it is made uſe of to pal- 
late that which 1s evil: men do not 
counterfeit ordinary ſtones, or Iron, 


| but Gold and Pearls, as I have already - 


upon occaſion obſerved. It Satan 
be transformed -. into an Angel of 
Light, what wonder it his Miniſters. 
be ſomtimes transformed into the 
S-rvants of God? I may. again ſay 
with Tertullian, $i accuſaſſe ſat eſt , 
quis erit innacens None can main- 
tain their innocency, if upon a bare 


. accuſation they ſhall be condemned, 


without a fair hearing. Not Chriſt 
himſelf, Foba 1 9+ 12. Nor his follow- 
ers, Afis 17. 7. This odious crimi- 
nation hath been uſed in ſeveral Ages, 
as the moſt effeual means. to ſubject 


Chriſtians to the diſpleaſure of Prin- 


ces, and to popular hatred 3 which. 
G 5 they. 
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they had ſome precence for in thoſe 
times, when the Emperors enjoyned 
fuch things by their authority as 
Ehriſtians did juſtly ſcruple - which 
occaſioned that wicked policy. of 7«- 
Tin, (that he might avoid the impu- 
tation of perſecution, which he ſaw 
was grown odions) to ict the Hea- 
then Idols by the Emperors ſtatue, 
that while they refuſed: to give Reli- 
gfom homur to the one, they might 
. be accuſed of denying ciril reſped- to 
the other. 
| Let us now deſcend: to conkider the 
aſpect that Religion hath upon fel- 
low-Citizens or Subjects, or how it 
conduceth to the mutual benefit and 
advantage of them. And tirſt, let us 
conſider what an influence that gene- 
ral rule ef Chriſt, Mat. 7.12. would 
have upon all mankind , to bring 
back again the Golden Age, if when 
we have to do with others, we would 
put our ſelves into their condition, 
and conſider how we” ſhould defire. 
to be dealt with in ſuch a caſe. How 
gently and-tenderly would ſuperiors | 
carry themſelves towards their inte- 
r10rs and with how much ___ 
anc. , 
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and obſervance would inferiors carry 
themſelves to their ſuperiors ? the - 
Rich would not with-hold from the 
Poor, when he had werewith to re-- 
lieve him, and ſupply his wants, but 
would bring upon himſelf the bleſſing. 
of him who u ready to periſh,and make 
the heart of the poor to rejoyce aud 
fing.. The poor would not by his 
idlene(s be unneceflarily burdenſom 
to the rich, or commit rapes upon his. 
charity, but would labour diligently. 
with his.-hands, and abate the allow- 
ance which men ordinarily give ta 
their luſts, that ſo he might be in a ca- 
pacity rather to give than to receive. 
The lender woald not take advantage 
of the neceſlity of the borrower, nor 
the borrower ingratefully defraud the. 
lender ; the ſeller would not deceive 
or over-reach the buyer, nor the buy- 
er undervalue the goods of the ſel- 
ler. 

Conſider further, how Chriſt more 
particularly requires that we ſhould ' 
be like God in goodneſs, doing good 
to all, forgiving injuries, and making 
their condition our own, ready to be 


ey vx for.cach other (as. Ianatins: 
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oft ſpeaks ) laying down our lives for 
our brethren, dwelling in love, which 
works #031 to her neighbor, envies not, 
vaunts not it ſelf, is not puffed up, be- 
haves not is ſelf unſeemingly , ſeeks not 
ber own, # not eaſily provoked, thinks no 
evil, rejoyceth net in iniquity, but inthe 
truth , bears all things, believes all 
things , hopes all things, ſuffers all 
things. 1t{uch commands of Chriſt 
were obſerved, men might beat their 
ſwords into Plew-ſhares, their Spears 
into pruning hooks there would be. 
no leading into Captivity, no com* 
plaining in our Streets, no vexatious 
ſuits, no groaning of the oppreſſed, 
no extremity of poverty or want, to 
put men upon violence, private 1nju- 
ries, publick (edition, If men would, 
according to the command of 
Chrift, obey their teachers, prove all 
things, hold faſt that which is good, 
preter others in honour before them-. 
{lvcs, not thinking of themſelves a- 
bove what is meet, not being wiſe in. 
their own eyes, but humbly enquire 
after truth , ſuſpecting their own 
judgement, following after thoſe 
things which make for peace and. \ 
2 cdification %*. 
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edification, ſtudying to be quiet, let- 
ting their moderation be made 
known to all men : and if thoſe that 
are Teachers and Rulers in the 
Church would not lord it over the 
heritage of God, but be gentle to- 
wards them: as a Nurſe to her Chil- 
dren, not ſeeking theirs, but them,do- 
ing all things for their editying 3 we 
ſhould {ſoon ſee an end of diviſions, 
and Schiſms, and ſeparations in the 
Church. 

If any here objet, that I fancy 


a Church of Cetharifts, and ſuch 


purity and holineſs in men, as is not 

to be expected in this World 3 I an- 
(wer, I ſpeak of what is rather to be 
defired than hoped for, and what Re- 
ligion would do towards the happi- 
neſs of mankind , were the rules of _ 
it ducely obſerved, and would men 
be faithful to the principles of it 3 
which is ſuthcient to this Apology, 
which I here make againſt ſuch as 


would reproach it, and bring it into 


diſgrace in the world ; and. to prove, 
that the more Religion flouriſheth in 
any Nation, the happier it is, and the 


| betteroxdered ; and that we may con- 


clude 
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clude with the Tragedian 3 Where 
modeſty, righteouſneſs, bolineſs , piety 
and faithfulneſs are negleGed , that 
Kingdom cannot long ſtand. 

And if any think this would do 
well indeed, it all would agree to do 
thus : I anſwer, the neglect of nthers 
dcth not diſcharge us from our duty. 
we owe it to God,though men ſhould 
not deſerve it, or requite it with a re- 
ciprocal care of Juſtice and equity. 
And further, it is a great advantage 
for railing our honour, when others 
neglect their duty. Noah and Lot 
living amongſt ungodly men in a 
wicked age, ſhining as ſtars in a dark 
night , had a ſingular teſtimony of 
Gods ſpecial favour, in his delivering 
them from the common calamity 
wherein others were involved , and 
leaving an honourable mention of 
them upon record to all generati- 
ONS. 

There is yct another way, whereby 
good men do promote the weal-pub- 
lick, and that is by the education of 
children , which in well-governed 
Common-wealths there hath alwayes 
been a ſpecial care taken for- Thoſe 
aIC. 
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are counted good Common-wealths 
men, that build and-plant ſuch things 


. as the Common-wealth may be the 
better tor,and enjoy the fruit of when 


they are dead and gone. But thoſe 
that ſtock the Common-wealth with 
plants of righteouſneſs, which may 
in future times bring forth the fruits 
of Juſtice and equity, do more pro- 
mote the publick. good : and thoſe 
who let go- Foxes and Wolves, are 
not more worthy of puniſhment,than 
ſuch as bring up children in a Com- 
mon-wealth , which through their 
fault, and neglect of good education, 
are addicted to nothing but idleneſs 
and luxury. And as Mid-wives form 


and faſhion the head while the bones 


are tender, fo Parents ſhould ftathion 
their childrens minds, and form their 
manners, while they are tender and 
plyant 3 which if then neglected, do 
very hardly afterwards yield to Diſ- 
cipline Ecelefiaſtical or Civil. 

- Thus far L have ſhewed how. Gode 
lineſs doth-pramote the good. of a 
Nationin a way of natural cauſality. 
There is yet another way whereby. it 
doth conduce thereto, and that 1s by 

a. 
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a moral cauſality : God delivering often 
the Iſland of the innocent, which is de- 
livered by the pureneſs of his hands, 
Fob 22. 30. Theſe areas the Trees 
ina Cawſcy, which having lite and 
ſubſtance in them, though ſometimes 
they caſt their leaves, do keep it from 
going, to raine and mouldring away 3 
to which the Prophet is ſuppoſed to 
allude, Iſa. 6. 13- 1 know Abab 
looked upon the good Prophet as the 
troubler of Tſragl, who indeed was as 
the Charist and Horſemen thereof tor 
its ſecurity aud defence. And he juitly 
retorted that crimination upon Ahab 


. himſelf. Soin the primitive times, if 


there were War, Earthquakes,plague, 
mundations, the poor Chriſtians mui. 
to the Lions, as it they were the cauſe 
of it. When Aurelius upon experi- 
ence found that they. prevailed.more 
by their prayers for the good of the 


Empire, than others could by prayers 


and arms 3:ſo that he deſired the Se-- 
nate to ceaſe their perſecution againſt 
them, left they ſhould turn thoſe ſpi- 
ritna] weapons againſt the Empire, 
the effedts of which he had found in 


ſach an eminent inſtance, and that 
they 
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they might pray for the 'good of the 
_ Empire. . As Darius delired that the 
Fews might offer ſacrifice of ſweet ſa- 
vors unto the God of Heaven, and pray 
. for thelife of the King, and of his Sons, 
Ezra 6. 10. Upon the ſame ground 
Fuſtinian ( as we may ſee, Conflit. 6. 
a1 Epipbanium. ) took ſuch care for 
the eſtabliſhing of the true Religion, 
and for the obſervation of thoſe (a- 
cred Rules which were given by the 
Apoſtles as that which would con- 
duce much to the happineſs of the 
Empire, and eſpecially for the ſctling 
of a pious Miniſtry , by whoſe prayers. 
he hoped for fo great bleſſings upon 
himſelf and his Government. And a 
wiſe and great Prixce in our own Me- 
mory, doth not only acknowledge 
that natural influence which Religion 
| hath upon the obedience of Subjects 
( whereof I have alittle before ſpo- 
ken ) who himſelf doth beſt expreſs 
his own ſence of it. Tt is no wonder 
( faith he ) if men 1» fearing God, 
ſhould not honour their King. They 
will eaſily contemn ſuch ſhaddows of 
God, who reverence not that ſupreant 
and adorable Majeſty, in compariſon of 
| whom 


| --—-Dclrrant Reges plechuntur Achivi. 
But 
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whom all the glory of Men and Angels | 

#s but obſcurity. But as knowing al- | 

fo how far it doth conduce morally 

to the happinets of a Nation, gives it 

in charge to his Son ( his Majeſty 

now reigning, in England ) to begin 

and end with God, and alwayes to keep 

#Þ ſolid Picty, and thoſe funlamental 
truths, which mend both the hearts 

and lives of men it being not only the 

glory of Princes to advance Gods glory, 

but the means to make them proſperous, 

and heep them from being miſerable. 
Whereupon his Majeſty, as remcm- 
bring ſuch pious words and coun- | 
{els of His Royal Father, did at his 
firſt reſtoration expreſs his juſt difſ@= | «+ 


pleaſure againſt ſuch, as pretending a | 


great zeal to his Cauſe and Scrvice, 
did not only diſcredit it by the licenſe 
of their lives and manners, but ha- 
zard tne driving away thoſe ap- 
proaching mercics, which they ſhould 
rather have acknowledged in their 
ſeveral (tations, with circumſpection, 
integrity, and retormation in their 
lives. Itis ordinarily faid, 


[ 
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But its true on the other hand alſo, 
that Rulers are puniſhed for the ſins 
of» the People, 1 Sam. I2. 25. God 
ordering it foin his wiſe and righte- 
ous Providence 3 not only as they par- 
take many times in each others ſins, 
but as they have a joynt intereſt, ſo 
as one ſuffers in the ſufferings of a- 
nother. I remember Machiavel (who 
was never thought to be over-preciſe, 
or to be troubled with a bogling con- 
{cience ) complains of it in his Com- 
mou=wealth, as that which he feared 
would be the ruine of Italy, © that 
« wickedneſs did ſo much abound, 
«< and that there was:ſuch a decay 
<« of Religion amongſt them, and 
« they were {o far degenerated from 


<« the purity of the primitive times, - 


« that they had reaſon to expect the 
« yengeance of God upon them. 
*« Whereupon he ſhews how neceſſary 
<« it isforPrinces to havea ſpecial care 
« for thepreſervation of the purity of 
<« Religion 3 which I am ſure is an in- 
nocent policy, and the wiſeſt Maxime 
which he -layes down : for beſides 
that the Church hath alwayes been a 
burdenſom ſtone, which hath broken 11 

prices 
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Preces all that bave | burdened. them- 
ſelves with it-, Zach. 12. 3. Whiltit. 
Righteouſneſs doth exalt a Nation , |* 
Prov. 14+ 34+ Wickedneſs ( like the 
talent of lead in the Ephah, Zach. 5. 
8. ſinks it down. We know ten rightc- 
Us perſons would have ſaved a Ss- 
dom, and God would dy nothing a- 
gainlt it, whilft there was one 1n 1t. 
And if God did not, for the fake ot | 
ſuch, many times ſpare Nations, and |; 
ſhew them {ome peculiar favour,there | 
had beenno ground for that which he 
himſelf hath pronounced of them, 
that they arc ſuch, of whom-the World | 
i not worthy. | | 


ns 
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SECT: XIV. 


An enquiry into the cauſes 


why Religion is ſo much 
negleFed. Theremoter caus- 
Jes,the corruption of Mans 
nature the malice and pow- 
erof the Devil; the nearer © 


cauſe , the prevalency of 
Sence ag ainſt Faith and 
| Reaſon 5 which #s removed, 
by ſhewing in how many in- 
ſtances of our, Lives, we do 
by Reaſon corre@ the errors 


of Senſe. 


E that ſhall read what I have hi- 

' | therto written, and obſerve the: 
general practice .of the World, will 
perhaps wonder, that if theſe things 

| be ſo, men ſhould no better under- 
ſtand their own intereſt, but gene- 
rally negle& this which 15 pretended 

to conduce ſo much to the making of 

| © the World happy : and what I have 
\ faid, though it'may ſcem to ſome to 
| | have 


| 
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have ſome ſhew of probability , will 
hardly obtain belief , but lye under 
ſome ſuſpition, like the honeſt pro- 
jeds of ſome well-wiſher to the pub- 
lick good, which never obtained ſo 
much credit as to be reduced to tryal. 


Wherefore I ſhall a little enquire af- 


ter the cauſes of that ungodline(s and 
prophaneneſs,that ſo generally reigns 


4n the World. And fhiri{t, we know 


the Scripture hath oft taught us, that 
the nature of man is ſo corrupted by 
that whichis called Original $;z, that 
the imaginations of the thoughts of his 
heart are onely evil, and that continu- 
ally 3 his heart deſperately wicked, and 
deceitful above all things > his under- 
ſtanding ſo darkned, that he is aliexna- 
ted from the life of God, through the ig- 


norance that is in him © filled with -all 


unrighteouſneſs: fleſhly luſts warring a- 


gainſt the Soul, and prevailing in our. 
members to bring forth fruit unto death. 


The Wiſdom of the fleſh is enmity ag init 
God 3 ſo that man is wiſe to do evil, 
but be. hath uo knowledge to do good. 
Now experience doth more contizm 
us in the belief of this, than a thou- 
ſand Arguments. Again, we oft read 


of 
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of the enmity of the Devil againſt 
mankind 3 and though his power be 
not much diſcerned by many, yct it is 
like the influence of Cceletizal Bodies 
(.$un, Moon and Stars ) upon theſe 
ſublunary things, powerful and ef 
fectual, though not diſcerned but in 
the effects : hence we read of his 
working effeciually in the hearts of the 
children of diſobedience 3 ot men being 
taken captive of him at his pleaſure 3 
_ of the ſtrength of deluſion » or his go- 
' ing about like a roaring Lion > of wreſt- 
ling with principalities and powers 
and reſiſting the Devil ftedfaſt in the 
Faith. He that ſhould have ſeen the 


. | poor man cured by Chriſt, offering 
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violence to himſelf, and caſting him- 
{elf ſometimes into the hre,ſometimes 
into the water , would have caſfily 
concluded that he was, acted by ſome 
evil ſpirit to ſuch things as were de- 
ſtructive to his own nature : ſo to {ee 
men {in againſt thcir own ſouls, and 
run ſuch deſperate hazards againſt 
their own intereſt, 15 a clear argu= 
ment that they are acted by ſome 0- 
ther nature, which {ecks their ruine 


and deſtruction. 
Now 
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of mens Atheiſm,which is more neaT- 
and immediate, is the prevalency of 
Senſe 3 as there are ſome actions 
which do prevent the realonings of 
the mind, which we call a&ones bo- 
mins, but not hymane; which indeed 


| are aGionus of men, but not humane 


aions, proceeding trom the eſſential 
principle of man. Objeas coming 
to the Senſe, before they can have ac- 
ceſs to,the Underſtanding z the ſpi- 


. rits move diſorderly, till the Under- 


ſtanding taking cognizance of the 
matter,do rectitie ſuch motions of the 
ſpirits. As in a ſudden noile, or un- 


. expected ſight, the.5enfſes as the Cex- 


tinels take the firit alarm but as ſoon 


as the news 1s carried to the Under- 


ſtanding, as the Main-guard or prin- 
cipal Ofhcer, and found to be of no 
dangerous conlcquence, this ſudden 
commotion is allayed : ſo in more 
important paſſages of our lives, Senſe 
makes many diſorderly allies and 
motions, without taking counſel of 
the Underlianding, 3 aud objects do 
make very deep impreſſions upon 
them : and the Scr:pture doth take 


notice how much wc are led by Senſc 


H in 
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in this frail ſtate, wherein we are ſo, 
as we may all ſay with the Prophet, 
Lam. 3-51. Our eye affedts our heart. 
This 1s the foundation of the Apo- 
files argument, 1 Fob 4. 20. He that 
loveth not his Brother whom he hath 
ſeen, how can he love God whom he bath 
a0t ſeen ? We havea thouſand times 
more reaſon to' love God, than to 
love-our Brother, conſidering the per- 
fetions and excellencies that are in 
God to render him amiable, and the 


. . 
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obligations which we are under to | 


him, who hath done more ten thou- : 


ſand times for us, than all- the friends 
which we have in the World. But 


whatever reaſon there may be in the | 


thing it (elf, the Apoltle argues ac- 


cording to our poor capacity, and the | 
acceſs that things have to us 3. and | 
doth clearly ſuppoſe, that things | 


which have acccſs to our Senfes, are 
more cffeEual tor moving our af- 
fecions, than ſuch things as are only 


the object of Faith. So though we | 
hear of an infinite Majeſty that crea- | 
ted and ſuſtains our 1clves, and all os : 


ther tinite beings who ſceth all our | 


a&ious, and will one day call us to | 


all 


| 


| 
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A Diſcourſe of Religion. 145. 
4N account for them 3 and- likewiſe of 
an eternal weight of glory, made-up 
of things, which eye hath not ſeen.ror. 
ear heard, wor ever entered into the 
beart of man to conceive : theſe things 
do not move us, becauſe they are far 
out of our fight; and the things of 
the world which are nearer to our 
Senſes, and are the immediate objects 
of them, pleafing the zaft, delighting 
the ſmell, tickling and flattering the 
Ear, dazling, the eyes, have more pre-; 
valency uponus. 

But yet , upon examination , we 
ſhall find this is not ſufficient to pre-- 
vail againſt thoſe important confide- 
rations which 1 have already propo+- 
{cd, nor to leave mankind excuſable 
for abandoning hinifelt to the plea=- 


fares of this life, fo as to neglet 


thoſe better things which are pro- 
pormded* as the reward of holineſss 
Let :s but quit our ſelves like men, 


and exerciſe thoſe common principles 


of Reaſon which we cxerciſe in othes 
affairs of our lives z and though we 
cannot perhaps thereby ' ſilence: the 
clamors of Senſe, yet we may cons 
fute them, and reject them. Do we 

H 2 not 
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not .ordinarily ſee men corre the 


errors of Senl(e by Reaſon? Do we not 


ſee them: part with their blood, to 

event the inconveniency of a diſ- 
eaſe? which for the moſt part they do 
believe or ſuſpect, not upon the evi- 
dent demonſtrations ( but probable 
conjequres ) of a Phylician, or at 
beſt. by. their own Reaſon. Do not 
men endure the cutting .off of a 
member to ſave the body, and length- 
en out a miſerable life for ſome days 
or years ? Do not men drink the.moſt 
unpleafing potions, for the recovery 
of their health, or repairing their de- 
cayed ſtrength ? Do not men caſt 


their ſeed into the earth, in hopes of | 


xeceiving the increaſe of it ? Doth 
not the Merchant ſend away his 


goods, m hope to receive others for .| 
them, which may .bring him ſome |: 
eain and advantage? And what is all | 


this , to . denying ungodlineſs and 


worldly luſtsz denying our ſelves the | 


pleaſure of fin, tor the pleaſure of 


Heaven? Yea, do we not lee men | 
ordinarily binding their ſons to ſfoine | 


Apprentiſhip, for many years, that fo 
they may learn a Trade to maintajn 
them- 


s 
[ 
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themſelves in ſome repute 'in the 
world, when they ſhall come to years? 
rather than let them live in idleneſs 
and pleaſure, giving up them(etves to: 
childiſh ſports. and vanities when 
they are young, which would after- 
wards expoſe them to poverty. and 
contempt. And he is accounted a 
cruel and unjuſt Father, that will not 
thus love his Child with ſuch a pru- 
dent ſeverity, rather than undo him 
by a fooliſh indulgence. Yet, how 
wide a difference is .there in. theſe Ca= 
ſes ? And how fardoth.this fall ſhort. 
of exprefling the unreaſonablene(s of 
ſach as will rather, enzoy preltut. 
pleaſures, than prepare fox tuture.hap= 
pineſs?. A Child is-bound:to an Ap- 
prenticeſhip, and he perhaps dies. be- 
fore his time be out, and fo all his la- 
bour and. charge is loft 3 or he doth 
not live ſeven years a Free-man, after 
he hath lived ſeven years in a hard 
ſervice. But he that gives up him- 


ſelfto the ſervice of Chriſt, let it be 


imagined to be as hard as ſome mens 
prejudice perſwades them the ſooner 
he dyes, the ſooner his ſervice 15 <n- . 
ded 3 and though he dye never fo 

H 3 {oon 
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foon, he loſcth not his Freedom, but 


3s made a Citizen of Heaven ; and 


once entered there, he never dyes, but | 
doth for ever reap the fruit of his la- | 


bours. Do we not give twenty times | 


| 


as nuch for the Fee-fimeple ( as they | 
ſpeak) of an Eſtate, fas it will bring | 
uS in one year ? and according to the | 


{ame rule, were we ſure to enjoy the | 
pleaſures of fin twenty years, and | 


f 
ſ 


could imagine them to be equal to | 


the joyes of Heaven, yet we ſhould 
quit them for thoſe everlaſting plea» 
{ures which we ſhould enjoy tor ever 
err ſelves > and not only for ſome 


Ages, as we hope to do Eſtates on. 
Earth, not in our ſelves, but only in | 
"our poſterity. Further yet, we ſee it is | 
in vain to lay a ſnare. tn the fight of any | 


Bird, Prov. 1+ 17 . they will not come | 
into the Net to feed, if they perceve | 


it 3 or ſwallow the bait, when they 


certainly be the wages of fin 3 and will 
enjoy the preſent pleaſures of it, 
chough they have all the aſſurance 


that a man can have of any thing 
' which he fees not with his eyes, that 
| it | 
E-— 


} 
n 
| 
bo 
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fee the hook : yet fooliſh men do ven- | 
' ture on Hell, which they are told will 
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A Diſcourſe of Religton. 
3t will coſt him his life, and that his 
Soul mult rue for ever in Hell. - God 
indeed doth not manifeſt himſelf to 

"us ordinarily here, nor take us up as. 
he did Paxl into the third Heavens, 
to ſhew us the glory thereof 3 but he 
will have us to exerciſe faith here,and 
to take his word, which he hath ſo 
fully confirmed to us, that we may as 
certainly truſt to it, as if we had the 
cleareit evidence in the world. The 
Husbandman caſts his ſeed into the 

ground without any fear or {a{pition 
of lohng, having been confirmed by 
many experiments 1n the hope of re- 

ceiving 1t again with ancreale 5 but a. 
thouland experiments will not fo ful- 
ly perlwade, as a divine teltimony. 
cotunrmed by Covenants, Oaths and 
Seals, (the ordinary wayes of conhr- 
mation amonglt men : ) ſo that a 
Divine faith, tounded upon the word 
of God, is as the ſubſtance of things 
hoped for, which arc but tuture, and 
makes thengas it were really ſublit 3 
and is the evidence of things not ſeen 3 
confirming them to us, and as fully 

2r{wading us of them, though tney 
are not obyious to the ſenſe, as any 

H 4. Phis- 
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Philoſophical demonfiration can con- 
frm any truth. So that notwithitand- 
ing the Apoſtle owns Senſe to he a 


great means to move affedtions in this | 


frail ſtate wherein we are, yet Faith 
ſerves believers tor a ſufficient founda- 
tion of love and delight ; Though they 
ſee nor Feſws Chriſt, they love him, and 
rejoyce in him with joy unſpeakable and 


full of Glory, 1 Pet. 1.7. We are ſhort- | 


fightcd, and cannot ſee afar off, 2 Pet. 
1. 9+ but faith as a perſhe@Fzve brings 
things nearer to us, that we may. 
judge of them as really preſent. Let 
not our Sexſes therefore uſurp autho- 
rity over Faith and Reaſox, but let 
Faith and Reaſon have their perfect 
work 3 let not the men of the World be 
wiſer in their Generation than Children 
of light ; let us not be wiſer in the 
things of the World , than in the 
things of Heaven. We chule not the 


fairctt of things, ( for the molt part ) | 


but ſuch as are more ſerviceable and 
durable 3 nor the ſweggeſt, but that 
which 1s wholeſom and nouriſhing : 
we chuſe not the cleaneſt or pleafant- 
eſt way, but that which leads to the 
place which we are going to, Solet 
us 


} 
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us judge of things, not according as 
they preſent themſelves to our Sen- 
ſes, but as they have a real intrinſick 
worth to: commend themſelves te 
our judgements 3 and let us not judge 
of things according to their ſhitable- 
neſs to our preſent fancies, but as 
they conduce to our abiding good 3 
meaſuring every thing not by Time, 
but by Eternity- | | 


—— 
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SECT. XV. 


Inconfiderateneſſe » another 


great cauſe of Atheiſm a- 


_ gainſt which,the beſt reme- 


dies are a ſerious appreben- 
fron of the great moment 
and importance of ſpiritu- 
al things, frequent reading 
and bearing the word of 
God, Chriſtian communion 
and conference about mat- 
ters of Religion , mutual 
ardmonition. The preva- 


 Femcy of evil cuſtomes and 


habits, the folly of defer- 


#ing repentance. 


' A Nother chief reaſon of that A- 


theiſm which abounds ſo much 


In the World, 15, Irconfiderateneſs 2 
the moſt important truths do not af- 
' fect us, any longer than we conſider 
them. The Plaz0xifts obſerved this, 
who made knyvledze nothing but re- 


membrance, 
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membrance, or an atual coniiderati- 
on of that which man knows z nob - 
reckoning that to be knowledge , 


- which lyes "dead in the habit, and 


doth not at all affect the Soul. And 
we find that the Scripture layes much 
weight upon this conſideration or re= 
membrance 3 yea, as much as mans 
ſalvation comes to. We may obſerve, 
Iſa. 1. 3. there is an Epimaone, where-- 
in the Prophet layes the ſin of 1/raet 
upon this, that they did not copſider. 
So x Kings 8. 47. we may obſerve at« 
fliction brings men to bcthink them- 
{elves,that brings them to repentance, \, 
and repentance isa means to obtain. ..; 
pardon : and we find by experience, © 
that. when men .are by ficknels. 
brought to a ſerious weighing of 
matters, they ate cafily pzrſwaded to. 
make good promiſes and re{9lutions 3. 
which when their minds are after- 
wards (by the pleaſures of the world) 
diverted from the thoughts of, they 
turn to their former courle : yea, we 
ſee many times that men are ſo inge- 
nuous as to yield to reproofs, and to. 
condemn themſelves\and their own 


' Wayes, when they are admoniſhed of 


them. | 
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them 3 as if they ſtood in need of no 
more, but to be put in mind of ſuch 
things as they have in their own 
hearts, and only to 'have.con(cience 
awakened. And we find Ezeh. 18.14 
28. that the turning away of a wick- 
ed man man from the evil of his 
wayes , depends chiefly upon coxſide- 
r 4310s 

I have already ſhewed that the 
Devil is the remote cauſe of that 
wickedneſs and prophaneneſs which 
abounds in the World ; yet, he uſeth 
this as the great means to draw men 
from God.to divert their minds from 
the thoughts of ſuch things as may 


have an influence upou their aftecti- | 


ons and actions to makea change in 
them, as we ke plainly in the Parable 
of the Server, Luk. 8. 12. Men hear 
tbe word, then comes the Devil and 
vahes it away out of their hearts, leſt 
#beyſhould believe and be ſaved. Firlt, 
we hind by expericuce that men are 
oft ſcriouſly affeed with thoſe 
\ things that they. hear, while they are 


| , Jively rcpreſentcd to their minds, and 
—_ preficd {criouſſy.upon their conſcien- 


. &cs: preſently we obſerye that thein 
tho ughts 
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thoughts are quite. taken off from 
thoſe things, and ( like water - which 
hath been warmed ) they return to 
their old temper again. We. (ce here 
Chriſt himſelf afligns the caulc of it; 
it is the Devil that doth this: where it 
is ſuppoſed that he hath power to do * 
ir though we are not ſo cafily able 
to underſtand how he doth it, unleſs 


it be by propounding other objectsto .. +;-- | 


us. We {ce here his deſign in it diſ- 
covered, which is to hinder their be- 
lieving, and conſequently their Sal- 
vation > Which we find by ſad expe- 
rience to be the woful conſequent of 
this his malice.Now the moſt efftectu- 
al remedy againſt this zxconfiderate= 
eſs, would be a ſ{crious apprehention 
of the great moment and concern- 
ment of theſe things. It is the means 
which Moſes preſcribes to the1ſraelites, 
Dent. 32+ 47- for ſetting their hearts 
to thoſe things which he teſtified to 
them : It is not a vain thing for you, 
C faith he ) 3 is your life 3 and by thoſe 
#hings you.ſhall prolong. your dayes. It 


3s a rule of Prudence. which -prevails 


throughout, that we ſhould look to the 


maiu chance, and not negk<t the im- | 


portant 
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portant affairs of our life. The Hus- 
bandman forgets many petty buli- 
neſſes, but he never forgets to plow 
and ſow. He would be accounted a 
mad man, that ſhould go to the Mar- 
ket and buy trifles and toys tor his 
children , and forget to buy them 
bread. A Traytor will not forget to 
ſue out his pardon, or a Man that 
hath a Suit for his whole Eſtate, for- 
get to produce his Evidences,and pre- 
pare his Anſwer againſt the Term. 
This is our caſe ; we are condemned 


already in law, Fohn 3- 18. that 15 11 


force againft- usz we know not how 


ſoon we ſhall be fetched to execution. 


If a man did but apprehend che dan- 
ger he is in continually, while he 15 a 


wicked man, and in an unregenerate 


condition,ſtanding continually upon 
the pits brink, and ready tofall in, 1t 
would ſurely awake him out of his 


/ ſecurity, and prevent his ſleep, till he 


ſhould have ſome hope of his par- 
don 3 or the thoughts of the infinite 
advantage that true Godlineſs brings. 
with it, would make him continual- 


' ly apply his heart toit. The abwndance 


of tbe rich, juſfers bim not to ſleep > by 


reaſon. 


* 
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reaſon of his care and ſollicitude for 
the keeping of it : and we have more 
cauſe a thouſand times to be ſollici- 
tous in this caſe, leſt a promiiſe and 


- poſlibility being left us of entring into 


ſuch a reſt, we ſhould by any meaxs fall 
ſhort of it, 

The Ordinances of the Goſpel, the 
reading of the Word, the Commu- 
nion of the Saints, are preſcribed by 
God as a further remedy of this evil. 
Heb. 3. 13. Daily mutual exhortati- 
on 15 commended as a means to pre- 
vent the haxdning of our hearts 
through the deceitfulneſs of fin, 
which the more it is indulged, the 
more it inſinuates and prevails upon 
us. . Mens knowledge makes not the 
word of God leG uflctul to them ; 
therefore it is a vain ignorant thing 
for men to neglect it, upon pretence 
of knowing, as much as their Teachs 
ers : though the Saints to whom Petep 
writes, were inſtructed and eftabitſhed 
in the truth, yet he thinks it neceſſary 
to write thoſe things to them, 2 Pee, 
I-12. to put them in remembrance, 
and thereby toftir up their pure minds, 
Cap. 3+ 1+ The words of the wiſe being 

op 
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not only as nails to faſten, that Chriſti- 
ans may be eſtabliſhed , but 4s goads 
to excite, that ſo they may not grow 
negl1gent, Eccl. 12. 11. and the work 
of Miniſters lies more in awakening 
the conſcience, and quickening the 
affections, than informing the Judge- 
ment: and there are few men that 
live where the ſound of the Goſpel 
comes, but know that, which duely 
improved, would make a conlidera- 
ble change in their lives : and I think 
1t might be of ſingular uſe in a Chri» 
ſtian life, for thoſe that have near Re- 
lations ( if fuch as ate prudent and 
faithful ) or thoſe that-have friends 
which are to them as their. own ſouls, 
if they live together, and have oppor- 
tunity to know wel] each others con- 


verſation, ſeriouſly to oblige them- 


ſelves to cach other, if they obſerve 
any thing in each others lives or car- 
riages which is unbecoming their 
proteſſion, to take the firſt opportuni- 
ty (with all Chriſtian meekneſs and 
privacy )) to tell them of it 3 how. they 
{pake fuch a thing unadyviſedly, did 
this thing unſcemly, exceeded in the 
other thing. I know itis a duty - 
2d 
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zeal and charity, which all Chriſtians 
owe to each other 3 but thoſe have 
the beſt opportunity for it, who have 
datly intimate converſation with 0+ 
thers, and advantage for obſerving 
the whole procedure of | their lives. 
And this which I have now been 
ſpeaking of, doth likewiſe make that 
gracious Chriſtian communication 
which the Goſpel requires, more ne- 
ceflary.. And tor this cauſe, God did 
not only require it of the Jews, but 
further enjoyns them the ule of their 
PhylaGeries,and the writing the moſt 
1mportant Periods of the Law upon 
their Gates and Pots, that ſo the 
things which did ſo nearly concern 
them, might be continually ſounding 
in their ears, and repreſented before 
their cyes. 

I might aſſign further, ſome other 
cauſes and cures of mens Atheiſm and 
wickedneſs : as the Corruption of 
mans nature doth ſtrongly incline a 
man to evil, ſo Regeneration is that 
which doth change their natures, and 
diſpoſe them to holineſs. But there 
are many as of Morality , which 


conduce to mens preſent advantage, 
| { both 
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( both in a perſonal and a relative ca- 
pacity) to which Regeneration 1s not 
abſolately neceſſary 3 and I have al- 
ready ſpoken ſomerhing of it, Sect. 7. 
therefore I ſhall ſay no more-of it in 
this place. 

Concerning the prevalency of e- 
vil habits and cuſtoms, and the pre- 
judice that doth thereby ariſe againſt 
holineſs, as alſo concerning the ad- 
vantage that one who is a Chriſtian 
indeed, ( and hath experience of ſpi- 
ritnal comforts, and the {weetneis of 
the duties of Religion ) hath above 
one that is only outwardly a Chrilti- 
| an, and doth duties only as a task, I 
have elſewhere ſpoken ſomewhat al- 
ſo, and ſo ſuperſede from any tur- 
ther conſideration of them. I conicſs, 
I think the putting oft and procraſti- 
nating of repentance, detains many 
in the ſnares of Satan : but the tormer 
part ot my diicourſe doth wholly mi- 
litate againit this tolly of men, and 
deprive them of all ſuch pretcnce, in 
that ( belides the impruderice and cx- 
tream madnels oi putting off that 
which we know not whether we ſhall 
ever have opportunity for, and lea- 
ving 
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ving a matter of ſuch importance, as 
our eternal Salvation, at uncertain= 
ties) the advantages which men have 
by obſerving the precepts of the Goſ- 
pel, even 1n this life, do require our 
moſt ſpeedy applying our ſelves to the 
obſervance of them, and argue the 
deferring of our repentance of the 
greateſt folly 3 and all that have been 
brought thereto , (eſpecially in their 
old age) have been ready with Auſtin 
to complain, that they have known 
. God too late, and repented that they 
did no ſooner exchange the pleaſures 
of {in, for the joy and peace which is 
in bclieving, 
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SECT. XVI. 


ObjeFions: from differences 


in Religion anſwered : 
though we conld not be fully 
aſſured that the Gbriſtian 


Religiom is true, yet it 


would be ourwiſdom to obs 


ſerve the Rules and Precepts 
of it. The proofs which 
ome have of the truth of 


Chriſtian Religion , clea-» 
rer than thoſe which ſome 


defire to have, and clearer 
than any produced for the 


truth of any other Religion. 
ObjeFions from the impro- 
bability and ſeeming con» 
tradition of many things 
in Scripture , anſwered. 
Notwithſtanding the diffe- 
rence amongſt Chriſtians, 
«ll of them are agreed in 
ſo much a3 way ſerve oy 

tne 
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A. Diſcourſe of Religion. 165 
the well-ordering of our 
converſations. 


Here are ſome yet that ( being 


willing to find any pretence 


for palliating their ſin ) will ask how 
we ſhall find out the #rue Religion, 
anudſt ſo many differences as there 


are among;t men about it. When we 
ſee men agrecd. and come to ſome 
accord about matters of Religion, we 
will conlider of the whole bulineſs. 


Now to ſuch I anſwer. that it their 


doubt be concerning the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, whether that be the only true 
amongit thofe which are proteſlcd in 
the world: Firſt, the eſteem which it 
hath obtained in the World, and the 


| reverence wherewith it hath been re- 


ceived in all places to which the 
knowledge of it hath come , may 
challenge from any wiſe man the 
moſt ſerious weighing of what 1s of- 
fered for the proot of itz which 1 
will not here ſtand to ſum up , but 
will only ſay, ( and that with nuwch 
confidence ) that whoſoever ſhail but 
{eriouſly peruſe what hath been writ- 
tein ſeveral Ages , for evincing the 
| | truth 


—= w__-- - W_ <2 RAS = 
cs tis ns kh 2 I 


166 The chief Intereſt of Mans or, 
erath of it , will ſee (at leaſt ) fo 
much probability for the truth of it, 
and ſo much reaſonablene(s and e- 
quity in the precepts of 1t, that they 
will account it madneſs 1n' any £9 run 
the hazard of loſing that reward 
which it propounds, or ſuffering the 
puniſhment which it threatens to the 
deſpiſers of it, rathcr than ſubmit to 
a Law ſo holy, {o juft, {0. good, Let us 
fappoic it may prove falſe 3 yet, what 
world men loſe thereby ? indeed 
they would lo{c their tuture reward, 
but they wor!d have the prefent ad- 
vantagc of it; for (as Chryſoſftom tru= 
ly ſays, Jo konerepoy = xguey [cil. Ths 
deerhs. The way of fin is more difft- 
cult than the way of bolineſs. And I 


cannot but here tubjoyn the ſaying of 


2aLearncd man, on Matth. 11- 29+ 


Precepta Chriſti talia ſunt, ut fi par 0a= 
aatur conſuetudo unins bominis ad vr: 


_vivendum.alterius ad flagitia, non au- 


bie multo dulcinr ſit futura vita que 
ſecundum virtatem eſt > gr aviſſmsa enim 
tributa penaunt qui ambition, Quit avi 
ritie, ou libidini ſervinnt : that is, 
* 51ppeſc ſeveral men equally ' ac+ 
<« cultomed to a {intul and a holy lic, 
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<« and the way of Vertue and Piecty 
« ſhall be found to be much more 
<« pleaſant 3 and thoſe that are Vaſ- 


« tals to ambition , covetoutſnels ,: 


<« ſenſuality, will find cae tribute 


« heavy which they pay to ſuch Ty- 


« rants. So that as thoſe who {carch 
into the fecrets of nature to find out 
the Philoſophers Stoxe, though they 
attain not their end, yet tind out mas 


ny ſecrets and cxp.riments, which 


may be pleating and uſeful :; 1n like 


manner, thoſe who ſcek etcrnal hap-. 
pineſs in the Gotpel, though it ſhould 


be ſuppoſed that they may mils of it, 


' yet they ſhall find ſuch real advan- 


tage by the obſcrvation of thoſe pre- 
cepts that are there given, that their 
labour would noc be in vain,but they 
would be {uthciently recompenced 
for it. But now ſuppole the things 
therein delivereds{ſhould prove true, 
what a wotul caſe would thoſe be in, 
which ſhould be-tound to be neg- 
Ic&ers of it ? what a dreadtul thing 
would .it be for them to fallinto rhe 


hands of the living God ? And you 


that think good to ſuipend your be- 


| lict of the truth of the Goſpel,that fo 


you 


' 
. 
. 
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c fin, and prevent the 


the plealures © 

Aamors of an unquict accuſing Con- of 
ſcience > ozrd up your loyns ke men, = of 
and tell me, ( | beech YM ) do the | if 
arguments W ich you Þavec againſt | i 
the truth of Chriftian Religion as far n 

exceed 110 PY Dility cole which arc Ec 
alledged tot the pro of It as the IN 

ory which it propounds ( as the Ic” p' 

ward of holineſs ) -xcceds the plea” el 

Cares of fins ( Cappotin that plEA It 

ſure 1n it which you imagine ) Or a> n 

Ear as the torment® threatned 4s the | © 

wages of {1n eXCcc the utmoſi 1EVE- a 

| rity that men ca" My. imagined £0 | © 
| mit themſelves tO :n obcdiendce £0 © » 19 
Goſpel? Yea lot men but act con- | { 

oruouſly,and allow as much i mat { 

ters of Religion, a> {n other 1PHAnce> [ft 

we {hall 6nd thats | * 

: 


and hi.mane learning V 

Jonce than WHAt was offered for the 
roof of Chriſtianity * {0 

make much greater 3d ventures npon 


more improbabic grounds than any 
| they 


' A Diſcourſe of Religion. 16g 
they can be imagined to make by 
conforming themſelves to the Rules 
of the Goſpel upon the grounds laid 
down for confirmation of it. And 
if men were as ſ{uſpitious and wary 
in other things, as theſe Scepricks in 
matters of Religion, they muſt ngt 
eat, leſt through the malice or neg- 
ligence of ſome, there ſhould be 
poyſon mingled with their meat 3 
they muſt not go into an houſe, leſt 
it ſhould ta!l upon their heads; they 
muſt not obey -any commands of 
their Princes, unlcſs they thould come 
and deliver them in expreſs words to 


* | themſc]ves,becauſe ſome might poſ- 


W 
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| ſibly counterfeit their hands and 
| ſeals5 yea, it 15 moſt evident, that 


they muſt forbear {9 many things, 
that they would not be fit for cons 


| verſe with men, but would quite o- 


vcrthrow humane Society. 

L.ct mego a little further : I defire 
(in good earneſt ) to know of men, 
what evidence. they require to per- 
(wade tne: of the truti of Chriſtian 
Religion, and it may be what they 
have already will b\tound more cons 
vincing, ,Sorne Muy tancy a VOICE 

- L txom 


179 The chief Intereſt of Man 5 or, 
from Heaven would fatishe them. 1 
an{wcr, they have already a more ſure 
word of Prophecy, 2 Pet. 1- 19. They 
think perhaps it one ſhould, come 
from the other World, of their for- 
INcr acquaintance, and tell them what: 
is,fdone there , they ſhould beheve : 
but- he that doth not believe the 
Scriptures, will not believe \though 
one ſhould ariſe from the dead,. Luke 
x6. 31+ Neither doll bey the que- 
tion, in alledging theſe things trom 
Scripture , grounding them wholly 
on its authority > but aſſert them 
boldly as Theorems, which are dc- 
monlirable by Reaſon being aſfurcd, 
that there might be more objected a- 
gainlt ſuch kind of cvidence, than 
3s to be objected againſt that which 
is brought in the Scriptures. For tell 
me , I beſeech you, in cale there. 
ſhould be ſich a voice from Heaven , 
might we not as catily ſuſpect that 
our ſenſes might be deceived, or that 
it might be tormcd in the air by ſome 
ſpirit, as ſuſpect that we ſhould be 
impoſed upon by the Prophets, who 
wrought 1o many miracles for the 
confirmation of their miſton from 

, God 


Jl 
O 
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God 3 who ſo plainly fore-told many 
things to be accompliſhed after ma- 
ny Ages , which could not be forc- 
{cen 1n their cauſes that were holy 
men, and (uci as could not be imagi- 
ned to have a deſign to deceive:, e- 
{ſpecially the things which they deli- 
vercd being ſuch as expoſed them to 
danger and trouble, and were not 
likely to bring them any advantage 
in the World ? Or ſhould - Moſes, or 
one of the Propnets or Apoſiles ariſe 
from the dead, and tcll us they did 
indeed live here upon the earth in 


. ſuch times, and preach ſuch Doctrine, 


and work ſuch miracles zyea,and they 
have found -fince their Death, that 
thoſe things which they Prophecyed, 
or Preached, are true z they ſee thoſe 


| whoobeyed their word triumphing 


in Heaven, and thoſe who contem- 


| ned it tormented in Hell ; might we 


] 


| 
| 
{ 
| 


not as eaſily ſuſpect that this might 
be ſome Spirit which appeared in 
their ſhape todelude us, as that the 
Fews who are En<mies to the Chriſti 
an Relizion, ſhould. deviſe a writing 


 anddiſperſe it abroad in the World, 


which would ſo plainly confirm the 
2 «. @GChrijan 


172 © The.chief Iitefeſt of man 3 or, 
Chriſtian Religion as the Old Teſta- 
ment doth, which is at this day own- 
ed among the Jews 3 or that thoſe 
Antient Writers ſhould conſpire to- 
gether to deceive the World, in re- 
cording the ſame things which we 
fnd in Scripture 3 or that the Scrip- 
tures ſhould be tranilated into ſo ma- 
ny languages, and diſperſed all the 
World over, fo foon attcr the Apoltles 
times, and none be ſo falſe to the di- 
vulgers of it, or {o true to the World, 
as to give notice of it, it it were a 


forgery 3 or that theſc things ſhould 
| be recorded in the Roman Regiſters, 


and the Acts of their Senate,to which 
Tertulkan durſt appeal, it thcre had 
been no ſuch thing? This ene thing 
would I learn; ſhould one come to us, 
as irom the. dead, 1n the likeucls of 
Alexander Celar, Wiltam, the Con- 


-queror, Wickiaff,, Luiner, Calvin, and 


tclt us 1h fougr {adncts that they W Cre 
ſuca p<rlons that lived in f{uch a 
time, did ſuch things preached iuch 
Doctrine 3 whether ſhould. ws, be- 
love fuch a Teiimony fooncr than 
the unaminous concur or Hiffory con- 
ccrBlg them, and thoie Boys aud 

® W.: Ng5 
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Writings which are generally recei> 
'ved as:the works of fuch Men 2?.: 


Tf any ſhall fay, that Tzrbs and 
Heathens are as confident of the truth 
of that Religion which they were 
brought up in, as we are of the truth 
of ours :I aniwer, they have not 
like ground for their conhidence. As 
for the Heathens , what became of 
their Gods, their -Oracles, when the 
Hebrew Child was born, and when 
the Goſpel began to ſpread in the 


World ? compare the miracles where- 


with other Religions have been con- 
frmed, with thote wherewith the 
Goſpel hath becn coninrmed, and 

{ce whether they be fo many, ſo con- 
tclicdly above the power ot Nature or 
Art,to evidently wrought m the 11g ht 
of all, as thoſe whereby the Chri{tiaz 
Religion hath been confirmed. What 
15 the reaſon that the Txrks admit no 
enquiry or diſpute about mattirs of 
Religion, but require an imp:icite 
Faith ? Truth ſeeks. no corners, error 
ſans the light. Exaitine the Laws 
of the Turks and Pagajzzs, wa. ther 
there be that Pur ity, Equity, Wiſdom, 

conſonancy to right reaſon, and the /ighz 
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174 The chief Intereſt of Man or, 
of Nature, in them, which isto be 
found: in the Scriptures. Examine | 
the wayes and means by which they | 
have been propagated , whether they 
have reached any further than their 
Swords have made way for them , 
whether the Yeapons of their warfare 
wer? ſpiritual or caraal : whereas the 
Goſpel prevailed through the evi- 
dence and power of the Spirit, a- 
gainſt the pretended authority of the 
Fews, the Wiſdom and learning of 
the Grecians, the power and force of 
the Romaxs5 and Fillermen were 
too hard for Rabbies, Philoſophers , 
Tudges, Generals, Armies. 

It any object the improbability of 
ſome things delivered in Scripture 
T (hall only propound whether there 
be not ſome things which we are tul- 
ly affurcd of, either by experiments, | 
or Mithematical demonſtration, which | 
to others ſeem as improbable as any 
thing in the Scriptures ſeems tous; 
and ihall we not grant God to be as 
much wiſer than our ſelves, as we are 
wiler than other men and ſuppoſe 
he could as eafily convince us of thoſe 


things which now {cem impoſſible to 
| us, 


A Diſcourſe of hen - 27% 
us, 45 WC Can convince others of thofe 
things Waicn tncy cannot at pretent 

k-lieve ? And if tne ſecming.contra- 
dict1505 that are in Scripture be ur= 
g:4 10 wcaxun the autiority of them,. 
ay are rather an argument of the 
integrity and lincerity of tne Pen- 
micns and TCIC le: aVINg tings {9 fe- 
curciy which do not at tirl figh t {ee 
to accord with other Scriptures,ſhews 
clearly tacy had no Plot to deceive 
the World , otnerwile tncy would 
have conſpircd to make their teltimo=- 
nies agree in words more exactly. 
Yet upon CxXmination of the mat- 
ter, and conſidering the feveral cir- 
cumitances of time, P:ace, Perions, 
(Cope, occalion, tac (cveral uſes -of 
the {ame wora and paraſe, the Jati- 

tude waich all Autnors ufc in their 
writings, the teveral places and per- 
ſons of the fame name, the ſeveral 
names given to the ſame} place or per- 
{on, the ſhortne{(s ot wan, np io- 
ry, and ſupplying in one place what 
is wanting in another, theattending 
rathcr tol. nce and lubſtance, than to 
words and phraſes in citing Scrip- 
ture; we ſhall find that there is :a 
Il 4 very 


3176 The chief Intereſt of Man > or, 
very fair accord bctween thoſe places 
which ſeem to be at the greateſt va- 
riance : and if we cannot reconcile 
all places, yet if we conlider that we 
have by attending to ſuch things as 
I have. mentioned already , compo- 
{:d ſo many ſeeming differenccs, we 
may conclude it 15 from our own 1g- 
norance , that we cannot compole 
the rett, and that there is yet |ſome- 
what elſe that we are 1gnorant of, 
whichif we could find out, we might 
as cafily reconcile the reſt, which at 
preſent ſeem moſt irreconcilable. And 
it 15 obvious to cvery one, how many 
difficulties and contradictions feem to 
be in every Science, while men are 
but {matterers in it 3 which preſently 
vanith, as ſoon as they come miore 
perfectly to underſtand ic. But now 
it this objection be tramed againſt 
the difterences which are among 
Chriſtians which profe(s the Goſpel, 
I will by the way obſerve this, that 
differencies do moit abound , where 
men (upon ſcrious apprchenfſi 10ns of 
the weight and importance of the 
matters of faith ) do diligently ap- 
ply themſelves to underiiand them- 
(clves 


A Diſcourſe of Religion. 
telves the myſterics of. the Goſpel, 
and to {ce with their own cyes, being 
aftraid to be deceived in matters ©£ 
ſuch moment, by depending upon 
the teſtimony of others, and unwil- 
ling to loſe their Souls and Heaven , 
and God, to ſave the labour of ſcarch- 
ing after truth: and in thoſe Nati- 
ons where I have had opportunity to 
be conveiſant, I have tound moſt 


diftcrences amongſt them , which: 


have been moſt addicted to Religion, 


and moſt {ollicitous about the condi- 
tion of thcir Souls 3 and molt agree- 
ment among(i them, which have 
contented themſelves to follow others 
by an implicite taith, wittut trou- 


bling themfclvcs much to ſearch atter. | 


truthz and where there hath been 
\uch a coldne(s and indiftcrency in 
matters of Religion , that all have 
quietly accorded together :; as the 
Philoſophers oblcrve, that cold doch 
congregateH-terogeneal things,or {ach 
thidgs as are of difierent kinds, ma- 


king them all to. conſiſt quictty coge> - 


ther which heat doth [ever and te- 
parate. So that I am almott rcady to 
{ay with Luther, that I know avt bow 


--, 
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178 The chief Tatereſt of Man 5, or, 
to believe , that the Goffe! hath bees 
preached in a place where I do not ſce 
errors and diviſions- 

And it is further 'obſcrvable as an 
argument of the general concurrence 
of all Chriſtians in the belief of the 
neceſlity and excellency of an : holy 
life, that ſetting aſide ſome few, who 
( being themſelves flaves to vile at- 
tections ) have laid down ſome. looſe 
Principles to patronize their own cor- 


rupt practices, and draw after them 


{uch as are laden with the like finful 
Iaſts z men of all opinions and per- 
ſwaſtons have carnelily preſſed men 
to the greateſt {irictnets and accu- 
rateneſs in their converſations, and 
have ſerved themſcIves at Icaſt of a 
ſhew of holine(s, as the mott ecftectf- 
al means to induce men to a belict of 
their aoctrine. = | 

But to come nearer to the. matter, 
let us leave men to ſuſpend their be- 
licf a wile of thoſe things which 
they ſce controverted , and where 
they find probah'e arguments alledg- 
ed 02 the one fide, and on the other, 
yet their Objection 201ds not a'gainlt 
fiich things wacrcin all are agrced, as 
are 
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are moſt of tio precepts of the Go- 
{pel. That rule which was: former!y 
mentioned , gtven by our Saviour, 
Mat. 7. 12- 15 not only allowed by 
all Chritians , bat by the very Hex- 
thens. Alexander Severis did fo much 
eſtcem 1t, that he would have 1c writ- 
ten upon the walls of his Palace. So 
many other important truths, whici 
arc a ſaffictent Foundation of tz 
moſt {trick and holy converſation , are 

agreed on amongſt all; as, Go1s om- 
niſcieacy, overſceing all our a&ions3 
a futnre judament, wherein all mult be 

{entenced according to their actions : 
in{omuch that even | Robbcrs.a nd ſuch 
as conſpire in: wickedneſs, and ſeem 
to bid du:tiance to Heaven, are (elt- 
condemncd, and witacts for God a-- 
Saint tnem(e'ves , in obliging them» - 
ielves to {ecrehe and taithfulnels to, 
eacn other, by fol-mn oaths, wherein 
they (wear by the name of that God, 
whoſe commands tney live 1a the os 
pen breach of, and fo acknowle%ge 
him as a witnefs and ſpectator of 
their actions, and one wao will {c= 
vercly puniſh the contempt of his-. 
authority, m the breach of {uch oata-. . 
Many. 
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Many cannot agree indeed about me- 
thodizing their notions, and diſ- 
poſing them into ſuch a ſj/teme as 
that evcry part may agree, and that - 
there may be an harmony in the 
whole. 
Some cannot agree about the order 
and nature of Gods decrees : yet all 
belicve that no decree doth excuſe a 
mans fin, or that any can pretend 
any b-neht by their election, that 
have not ſome cvidence of it in their 
fandifcation. Men differ in ther 
notions about the cauſe of ſin yet 
on both ſides they hold that as the 
kind of fruit i5 not according to the 
root or fiock , but according to the 
Graft or Cyon out of which it 1m- 
mediately grows : ſo the ſpeciticati- 
on of actions depends not upon any 
remote cauſes which may have an 1n- 
fAuence into them, but upon the will 
of him that 1s the immediate cauſe 
of them and that there is nothing 
in the decrees of God , or the tcm- 
ptations of Satan,which will excule 
the ſinner, or quit him from guilt. 
Men are at variance about the extent 
of the efficacy of Chriſts death 3 but a- 
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grce that none {hall have any ſaving 
benefit by it, but thoſe that believe. 
Men difter about the Power of nature, 
and /iberty of the will, but on both 
hands, own ſo much power as will 
leave men inexcuſcable, and may be 
a ground of our endeavors and fo 
much neccflity of Grace and Divine 
affiſtance, as may bring us upon our 


knees, and force us to our Prayers. . 


Some difference there is about Pexſe- 
verance > buta conſent in this, that 
he that doth not perſevere in holincls, 
ſhall never be ſaved. Some dift- 
rence there is about . the haxd that 
works have in our juſtification 3 but all 
agree that they are neceſſary in thoſe 
that are juſtified. Men vary in their 
opinions about the obligation of the 
Law, the nature of the Covenant of 
Grace, Chriſtian liberty , &c. but in 
this they conſent, that the things re- 
quired in the Law are neceſſary to be 
done, though not pertectly, yet ftn- 
cercly as we can : that the Covenant 
of Grace is not (o tar abſolute, that 
men may be ſaved without faith and 
holineſs: that Chriſtians are not to 
abuſe their liberty, as an occaſion to 
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182 The chief Tatereſt of Man, oy: 
licentiouſncſs. Now happy is he that 
condemns not himſelf in the FDINgS 
which he alloweth. 

In ſhort, let us pray, as if all de- 
pended whol! ly on Gods grace, with- 
out our endeavours. Do good works, 
as if we were to be juttined by them. 
Truſt to Gods grace and mercy in 
Chriſt, as it we had done no works 
atall. Live as if there were no 'Go- 


- fel. Hope as it there were no Layp. 


( Iſpeak not in reſpect of the Jow- 
nc{s and — cncis of our Principles, 
but 1n re{pucCr of the diligence of our 
endeavours. ) Lect us walk watchti1l- 
ly and cautiouſly, as it we feared tall- 
ing away 3 yct love God, and hope 
In AIM, as 1t we were certain to Per- 
ſevere. In ſhort, (if I may take li- 
berty to mention ſuch names ) let us 
pray like Calvinifts, exdeavorr like Ar- 
mijians, at ike Legaliſts, hope like 
Antinomianss be Papiſts mn our works, 
Proteſtants in our Faith. Let me a- 
gain add, to prevent miſtake and of= 
tencc, 1ſpeax not of the principles 
of mens actions. bit the matter and 
ſubſtance of them nor of what they 
do 1n Hypotheſt —_ come _ 
{uc 
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A Diſc arſe of Religion. 18 3 
ſuch diſtinguiſhing names 3 but , of 
what ſuch mens principles do really 
( or at leaſt are {uppoled by others to) 
lead them to. Finally. bereto we have 
already attained, let us walk by the 
ſame rule , let us mind th: ſame 
tDLADS. 
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A Gatalogue of ſome Books 
Printed for, @vare jo be ſold 
by T. Baſlet at the George 
zu Fleet-ſtreet. 1670, 


Folio s. 


(Orman in 4 Books, con- 
| taining the Chorography 
and Hiſtory of the World, by Per. 
Heylyn, Price 20 5. 

ThePV ojyages and Travels of the 
Duke ot Holfein's Emballadors 
into Muſcovy, Tartary, and Perſia, 
begun in che Yeer 1633. and finiſht 
in 1639, containing a compleat 
Hiltory of thoſe Countries ; where- 
to areadided the Travels of Man- 
delflo from Perſia into the Eaſt- 
Indies, begun in 1638, and finiſhe 
in 1640. the whole 1liuftrated with 
divers accurate Maps, and Fi- 
gures :written originally by 4- 
dam Oteariw, Secretary tothe Em- 


baſſy. Engliſhed by F.Davies. Price 
18. 5, | 
| An 


Books fold by Thomas Baſſet 

An Hiſtorica! Account of the Ro» 
mifh State, Court, IntcreF, Policies, 
&6. andthe mighty influences of 
the Jcſuites in that Church. and 
many ot her Cliriftian States ; not 
hitherto excanr, Written og 
nally by M-nf. de Saint Amour 
DPoRor of Servonn', Engliſhed by 
G, Havers. Price 1,5, | 

The Hiſtory of B:rr5rd3;, 4,Chri- 
ftophers, Mevar, S, Vrineenis, Anteyo, 


Martinico, Moatſ-rras, and the refit 


of the Caribby Iflands, it ail twins 
ty eight, in two Books: contains 
Ing the Nature] and Moral Hittory 
of thoſe jſlands. NVilufttratred with 
divers Pieces of Sculjtiure repres 
ſenting the molt conſiderable ras 
Titles ther-in defcribed, Engliſhed 
by 7. Davies. Price 10 5. 

T he Hiftory of chelate Wars in 
Denmark,compriling all the tranſ- 
e&ions both Civil and Milicary, 
during the diff-rences berwixc che 
two Northern Crowns, in the 
Years 1657, 1658, 1559, 1660. ll- 
liſtrated witch teveral Viepys, by 
KR. Maniey, Price 6 s. 

Eccleſia KR ft urata, or the Hiſt :» 
ry of the Reformarion cf the 

R Ghurch 


at the George in Fleez-ftreer. 
Church of England; containing 
the Beginning, Progreſs, and»Suc- 
cellesof it ; the Counſels by which 
it was condudted, the rules of Pi- 
ely and Prudence upon which ir 
was found:d, the fevers] fteps by 
which it was promoted or retarded, 
in the change of times ; from the 
tirlt preparationtoit by K. Henry 
the 8. until rhe legal (ecling and 
eſtablihment of it under Queen 
Elizabeth” ; together with the in» 
termixture of ſuch civil aftions 
and affairs of Srate as either were 
co-incident with it, or related to 
it, The ſecond Edicion, to which 
is added a Table of che principal 
macters contained in the whole 
book, by P. Heylyn, Price 10s. 
Aerins Redivivw, or the Hiſto- 
ry of the Presbyterians ;3 contains 
ing the beginnings, progrels, and 
ſucceſſes of chat ative Sect. Their 
oppolitions to Monarchical & Epi. 
ſcopai Government. Their Jnno. 
vations in the Church, and th:ir 
Imbioilments of the Kingioms 


_ and Eitaces of Chrilteridom 1n the 


purſiiic of cheir detigns, by P.Hey- 
iyn, Price10% . | 
| Tae 
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' Books fold by Thomas Baſſet 

The complear Body of che Art 
Military, in three Books ; being 
perfe& direCtions for the right or- 
dering andframing of an Army, 
both Horſe and Foot, together 
with all the manner of Fortiticati- 
ons, and the Arc of Gunnery ; by 
R. Elton Lieutenant Colonel.Price 
8 5. 

Serjeant Rolls Abridgement of 
the commonLaw, publiſhed by the 
Lord cheif Baron Hales. Price 40 $ 

Sir George Crokes Reports in 
three volumns. Price 45 5. 

All the four volumes of rhe In- 
ſtitutes of the Laws of England, by 
Sir Edw,Coke,Price 47 5. | 

Animadverſjonas and Amend=- 
ments ofthe fourth parc of che Jne 
ftitutes of the Laws of England.by 
W., Pryn, Price 12 5, 

Sir Edmond Auderſons Reports. 
Price 14 5. 


O&aavoes. 


The Art how to know men, 
Price 3 5 


Various Hiftories written origi- 


nally by Claudius Elianm, Enge 


liſhed 
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liſhed by T. Stanley. Price 2 5. 6d. 


$carons Novels, Engliſhed with 
additions, by I. Davies. Price 35. 


Twelves. 


A help to Engliſh Hiſtory : con- 
taining a ſucceſſion of all che Kings 
of Enzland, the Engliſh Saxons, 
andthe Bricains : ihe Kings and 
Princes of ales, the K:ngs and 
Lords of Mangthe ifle of I ight : as 
alſoot all the Dukes, Marqueſles, 
Earls, and Biſhops thereof : wich 
the deſcription of the places from 
from whence they had their Ti- 
tles :rogether wich the names and 
ranksof che Viſcounts, Barons and 
Baronets of England, by P.Heylyn. 
D.D. and fince his death coo mu» 
edcochis preſent year 1669. Price 
2 5. 6 d- 

Modern Morality,in two centu- 


ries of Maxims, coileted by F. D 


Price 15, 
Now in the Preſs, 
A Perſuaſive co Conformity , 
wricten by way of a Letter tothe 
diſſeneing Brethcen,by a Country - 


Miniſter. 
FINIS, 


